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ABSTRACT 

Santoso, Sisca. The Effect of Using Picture Series with Group Work Discussion 
Technique on the Narrative Achievement of the English Department Students of 
Widya Mandala University. Thesis. Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni. 
FKIP. Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya. 
Advisors: 1. Dra. Siti Mina Tamah, M.Pd. 

2. Rosalia lnekke Gunawan, S.Pd. 

Keywords: Writing, Narrative, Picture Series, Group Work Disc1•ssion. 

The fielcl of language skills are not only speaking, reading and listening, but 
also writing. The learners should be aLle to 111asta thos.: skill5, especiall~r writing skill 
that plays a major role in life and also in the educational purposes (Lorch, 1984:4 ). 

However, t!le fact ~haws that learning how to write is not easy. Many students 
still face some protlems when they are asK.ed to write a compositiou. During the 
writer's study time as one of the English Department students of Widya Mandala 
University, she found d:fficulties when ~he was asked to write a compos~tion. This 
:::ondition al~o tappened to !he writer's iriwd~ ar.ri other s,ucents of English 
Deoart11:ent of Widyc. Ivhndda Uaiversity. Many of them of,en L:!t unmotiv::tted and 
uneasy to write since they have often faced difficulties in getting ideas to vrrite. 

In order to overcome the problem, the writer ccnducted a research in whicn a 
new technique in teaching writing through picture series v.rith group work di:;cussion 
'N<'S employed. ~in..-:e picture series are related to telling a story or narration, the!' in 
this study, the writer only discussed the application of the technique namely picture 
series with group work discussion to teach narrative writing. 

The population of this study was the second semester English Department 
students of the year 2001-2002. The writer used two classes as the samples. Both 
groups were then given different treatments. The experimental group was taught using 
picture series with group work discussion while the central group was taught using 
picture series with oral questions. Both groups were given three treatments before the 
writer conducted the posttest to them. The total scores served as the representation of 
the students' writing achievement. 

In order to find out the answer to the questions and directly to test the 
hypothesis of this study, the writer then analyzed the result of the posttest of both 
goups by using t-.est. Th~ resdt cf thi:; sta+i5tical c:1l;:;uiation indicates the:-e is a 
significant difference between the writing achievement of the students taught using 
picture series with group work discussion than the one of the students taught using 
picture series with oral questions. 
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