
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

I .  1. Background of the  Probiem 

Reading has  been t h e  most important source of 

information i n  the l e a r n i n g  s i t u a t i o n .  Text-books and 

r e fe rences  a r e  f r equen t ly  the  source of knowledge i n  

most c l a s s e s .  Even when supplementary ma te r i a l s  a r e  g iven  

by t eache r s ,  they involve reading a s  the  necessary process  

t o  ga in  information.  No mat te r  whether i t  i s  reading i n  

t h e  first o r  second language, it g i v e s  the  s t u d e n t s  

g r e a t  support  t o  achieve t h e i r  major g o a l  of learn ing .  

More and more new sc i ence  and technology have been 

invented nowadays , so i n  o rde r  n o t  t o  be l e f t  behind by 

t h e i r  p rogress ,  most u n i v e r s i t y  s tuden t s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

non-English Department S tudents ,  a r e  requi red  t o  extend 

t h e i r  knowledge from o t h e r  sources  such a s  a r t i c l e s ,  

j ou rna l s ,  books o r  l i t e r a t u r e s  which a r e  mostly w r i t t e n  

i n  English.  For t h i s  reason,  David E. Eskey says ,  " For 

t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  a Non-English spealiing_enaironment, t h e  

only p r a c t i c a l  reason f o r  s tudying Engl ish is  t o  g a i n  



the ability to read journals and books in that language. IS 1 

Another English expert, James Ward, in his articles 

" Techniques for Teaching Reading ", states that ". . . the 
majority of students of English as a foreign language nay 

never speak much English, but most of them will have to 

read English in order to complete their university 

studies ". 2 

However, according to the writer's observation 

when she interviews some students of Non-English 

Department of Widya Mandala University Surabayat especially 

those who must write thesis with English references,the 

objective of teaching English in Subsystem Nir-English 

has not been completely achieved yet. This conclusion is 

also supported by other previous researchecs, one of 

which is the English teacher in Subsystem Nir- English - 
Drs. Stefanus Laga TuEan in his seminar " Bahasa Inggris 
di Subsistem Nir- Inggris Unika Widya Mandala Surabaya 

Bagaimana Sebaiknya i2iajarkan ? " says that "... sebagi- 
an besar mahasiswa Suhsistem Nir-Inggris kita gaga1 men- 

capai tujuan kuliah bahasa Inggris yang telah ditetapkan 

1 David E. Eskey " Advanced Reading the Structural 
Problem" . English ~eachin~ Forum, ~e~teinber-~ctober 197 1, 
v.9, p. 1 5  

2 James Ward, "Technique for Teaching Reading", 
English Teaching Forum, April 1980, v.18, number I I ,p .2  



I 
o l eh  s u b ~ i s t e i n n ~ a . ~  The same conclusion comes from 

Su jen i  Braga and Fenny Suryo i n  t h e i r  t heses  which 

imply t h a t  t he  ob jec t ive  of teaching English to Non- 

English Department s t u d e n t s  of Widya i4andala Univers i ty  

Surabaya has  not  pene t ra ted  the purpose a s  what t h e  

s y l l a b u s  has  expected. Eventhough a l l  of the  s t u d e n t s  

have s tudied  Engl ish f o r  a t  l e a s t  s i x  years  i n  High School 

and one year  i n  Univers i ty ,  they sti l l  have t roub le  i n  

comprehending English text-books and re ferences .  

Looking back a t  t h e  gap betweer . the  ob jec t ive  and 

the  r e s u l t  o f  teaching Engl ish t o  Non-English Department 

s t u d e n t s  e s p e c i a l l y  those i n  Widya Mandala Cathol ic  

Univers i ty  Surabaya, t h e  w r i t e r  i s  cur ious  t o  make a case  

s tudy of t h i s  problem. Yet, the  w r i t e r  r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h i s  

problem involves  many f a c t o r s  which may cause t h e  s tuden t s '  

f a i l u r e  i n  achieving t h e  s t a t e d  ob jec t ive .  Pr6blems i n  , 

r e a d i n g  comprehension are no t  caused by lack  of  vocabulary 

only: however, t h e r e  a r e  many c l u e s  which h inder  the  

3  D r s .  S te fanus  Laga TukanVnBahasa I n g g r i s  d i  Sub- 
s i s t em Nir- Inggris  Unika Widya Mandala Surabaya Bagaimana 
Sebaiknya Dia ja rkan  ?', Unpublished paper read i n  t h e  Ee 
kan Seminar Dies  Natalis ke 24 Unika Widya Mandala Surabay 
J a n u a r i  24, 1984, p.2 

4 Su jen i  Braga,"How t o  Teach Reading Comprehension 
to Non-English Department S tudents  of Widya Mandala 
u n i v e r s i t y  E f f e c t i v e l y n,  Un ive r s i t a s  Kato l ik  Fakul tas  K e -  
gusuan English Department, 1980,p 2-3 

5 Fenny Suryo S,"The Teaching of  Engl ish t o  t h e  
Non-En li h " , U n i v e r s i t g s  Kato l ik  Fakul tas  
-tment, 1983, p. 1-2 



t h e  s tuden t s  t o  achieve the  reading comprehension s k i l l s  

i f  t h e  c lues  a r e  not  understood. Betty Wallace Robeinet t ,  6 

a p ro fes so r  of  l i n g u i s t i c  of  Mfnnesota, s t a t e s  t h a t  s t u-  

d e n t s  can f a i l  i n  comprehending a t e x t  given if they f a i l  

t o  a t t a i n  some c lues  l i k e  meaning, v i s u a l  c lues  t o  s p e l l -  

ing ,  p r o b a b i l i t i e s  of accurrence,  contex tua l  pragmatic 

knowledge and s y n t a t i c  and semantic competence. 

Based on Be t ty ' s  r e sea rch  above, the  w r i t e r  f e e l s  

i n t e r e s t e d  i n  d iscuss ing  the  problems of reading comprehen- 

s i o n  of  Non-English Department Students  of  Widya Mandala 

Ca tho l i c  Univers i ty  Surabaya because of  the  f a c t  t h a t  

"When read ing  a textbook, it f requent ly  happens t h a t  

a l though a s tuden t  knows every word' i n  a sentence,  he  

s t i l l  cannot understand what t h e  sentenae meane, e s p e c i a l  - 
l y  when i t  i s  long and complicated". 7 

I n  t h i s  study, t he  w r i t e r  i s  r e a l l y  cur ious t o  

know whether t h e  s tuden t s  o f  Non-English Dgpartmect, 

e s p e c i a l l y  tnose  wbo have g o t  t h e i r  Engl ish sub jec t  i n  

t h e  first and second semesters ,  can comprehend t h e  reading 

passage given i f  they-.master t h e  knowledge of  Engl ish 

Complex sentences .  Here t h e  w r i t e r  dec ides  t o  make a case 

6 Kennete Croft  ed.ItReadina on English A s  A Second - " - - -  

Lanpuace f o r  Teachers and Teacher Trainees" USA,San 
P rans i sca  S t a t e  Univers i ty  Press ,  1980,p.36; 

7 Arunee Wiriyachi t ra ,"  A S c i e n t i f i c  Reading 
Programt',English Teaching Forum, J u l y  1982.v.20, number 111, 
p.21 



s tudy on the  c o r r e l a t i o n  between the  nas te ry  of  Ehglish 

Complex Sentences and the  reading  comprehension achieve-  

ment of  Pharmacy s t u d e n t s  of  Widya Mandala Cathol ic  

Un ive r s i ty  t o  f i n d  whether both of them r e a l l y  correspond 

t o  each o ther .  

ii1.2. The A i m  of The Study 

Closely r e l a t e d  t o  the reason f o r  choosing t h e  

t o p i c ,  t h i s  paper i s  t r y i n g  t o  prove whether t h e r e  i s  a 

c o r r e l a t i o n  between s tuden t s '  mastery of English Complex 

Sentences and t h e i r  Reading Comprehension Achievement. 

Suppose t h e r e  i s  a p o s i t i v e  c o r r e l a t i o n ,  t h i s  paper w i l l  

a l s o  inform t h e  c o e f i c i e n t  determinat ion of s tuden t s '  

mastery of  Engl i sh  Sentences towards t h e i r  reading 

comprehension achievement. 

) 1.3. The S ign i f i cance  of  The Study 

By conducting t h i s  s tudy,  t he  w r i t e r  hopes t h a t  

t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  s tudy may con t r ibu te  some he lp  t o  t h e  

Engl ish t eache r s  of Pharmacy Facul ty  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  

a c c e l e r a t e  s tuden t s '  a b i l i t y  i n  comprehending Engl ish 

text-books and r e fe rences .  Furthermore, t he  w r i t e r  a l s o  

hopes t h a t  t he  f ind ings  of t h i s  t h e s i s  may become a n  

inpu t  f o r  t he  s y l l a b u s  des igner  i n  improving o r  r ebu i ld-  

ing  appropr i a t e  Engl ish teaching techniques i n  Subsystem 



Nir-English Departments. 

1.4. L imi ta t ion  of  the  Study and Some D e f i n i t i o n s  of  Key 

Terms 

1.4.1. Limi ta t ion  of  t h e  Study 

Being aware of how broad the  scope of t h i s  s tudy 

would be,  t h e -w r i t e r  f i n d s  i t  necessary t o  l i n i t  i t .  This 

s tudy w i l l  d i s c u s s  t h e  r e l a t i o n s n i p  between the mastery 

of  English Complex Sentences and the  reading comprehension 

achievement. 

For tne  sake of  t h i s  s tudy,  t h e  w r i t e r  would l i k e  

t o  l i m i t  t h e  populat ion only t o  second semester s t u d e n t s  

of  Widya Ihndala  Univers i ty  Surabay a belonging t o  t h e  

school yea r  of 1987/1988 who have a l r eady  f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  

Engl ish s u b j e c t  i n  the  first and second semesters. The 

w r i t e r  p r e f e r s  choosing second semester Pharmacy s t u d e n t s  

because i n  t h i s  case they have s tud ied  much about Engl i sh  

Complex Sentences and have g o t  much reading comprehension 

p r a c t i c e .  

1.4.2. D e f i n i t i o n  o f  Key Terms 

The w r i t e r  t h inks  t h a t  it would be u s e f u l  t c  def ine  

t h e  key terms found i n  the  t i t l e  of  t h i s  study. They a r e  

mastery, Engl ish Complex Sentences,  achievement, second 



semester Fharmacy Students ,  case study. 

What the  w r i t e r  means by mastery i s  complete con t ro l  

o r  knowledge.8 I n  o r d e r  t o  t e s t  the  s tuden t s 1  mastery of 
1 

English Complex Bentences, t he  w r i t e r  g i v e s  an achievement 

t e s t  i n  t h e  form of c r i t e r i o n  referenced t e s t .  The t e s t  

t ypes  a r e  multiple- choice and t r u e- f a l s e  type quest ions .  

Engl ish Complex Sentences a r e  h g l i s h  sentences  

which a r e  c l a s s i f i e d  base on the  number and k inds  of  * 

c l a u s e s  wi th in  a sentence.  Such sentences  a l s o  have two o r  

more f u l l  p red ica t ions .  One of  these  i s  a n  independent 

c l ause  o r  main c l ause  t h a t  i s  similar t o  the  form of the  

simple sentence and t h e  o t h e r s  a r e  dependent c l auses  o r  sub  

o r d i n a t e  c lause.  Engl ish Complex Sentences meant he re  a r e  

concerned with  dependent c l auses  and verba l  cont ruc t ion .  

Achievement, similac t o  a t ta inment ,  i s  g e n e r a l l y  

used %o r e f e r  t o  a formal t e s t  which has  been designed t o  

show how f a r  s t u d e n t s  have achieved t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  

mater ia l .  To know t h e  s tuden t s '  reading comprehension 

achievement, t h e  w r i t e r  admin i s t e r s  a n  achievement t e s t  

i n  t h e  form of  c i i t e r i o n  re ferenced  t e s t .  The t e s t  measures 

how f a r  s t u d e n t s  understand t h e  s u b j e c t  mat te r ,  gene ra l i za-  

t i o n ,  d e t a i l  , s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  conclusion,  a p p l i c a t i o n  and 

8 AS Hornby, Oxford Advanced Learner ' s  D i  
of  Current Enalish,Oxford Univers i ty  Press ,  1974 

9 Marcella Frank, Modern English A P r a c t i c a l  
Reference Guide, Prent ice- Hal l ,  Inc ,  1972 ,p.222 



vocabulary . In  t h i s  case ,  the  w r i t e r  uses  ob jec t ive  

t e s t  i n  t h e  form of multiple-choice- type quest ions  and 

s u b j e c t i v e  t e s t  i n  the  form of essay t e s t  items. 

Second Semester Pharmacy s tuden t s  a r e  a l l  s t u d e n t s  

who s tudy i n  t h e  second semester Pharmacy o f  Widya 

Mandala Ca tho l i c  Univessi t y  Surabaya 1987/1988. Now they 

have accomplisned t h e i r  English s u b j e c t  i n  t h e  second 

senes t e r .  

Case s tudy  is an  i n t e n s i v e  s tudy  about t h e  problem 

found i n  a c e r t a i n  group i n  a c e r t a i n  place and t h e  

r e s u l t  o f  t h e  s tudy  w i l l  be h e l p f u l  t o  overcome t h e  

problem happening i n  t h a t  group. In o rde r  n o t  t o  

g e n e r a l i a e  t h e  problem discussed  here ,  t h e  w r i t e r  f e e l s  

necessary  t o  l i m i t  t h e  d i scuss ion  j u s t  i n  i n t e n s i v e  

l e a r n i n g  abou t  t h e  mastery o f  reading  comprehension o f  

second semester  Pharmacy s t u d e n t s  o f  Widya Mandala 

Ca tho l i c  Un ive r s i ty  and i ts  c o r r e l a t i o n  with s t u d e n t s '  

mastery of  Engl ish Complex Sentences . The r e s u l t  of 

t h i s  s tudy,  hopeTully, w i l l  h e l p  t h e  English t e a c h e r s  of  

Pharmacy Facul ty  i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  develop s t u d e n t s f  

reading  comprehension prof ic iency .  

This s tudy  is  only  based on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

between the  reading  comprehension achievement and t h e  

mastery of Engl ish Complex Sentences of  t h e  second 

semester Pharmscy s t u d e n t s  of  Widya Mandala Ca tho l i c  



Unive r s t ty  during the  academic year  of  1987/1988. 

L/ 1.5. Problem Statement 

In  connection with the  background of t h e  s tudy,  

t h i s  t h e s i s  w i l l  uncover whether t h e r e  is  a p o s i t i v e  

s i g n i f i c a n t  c o r r e l a t i o n  between the mastery o f  Engl ish 

Complex Sentences and t h e  reading comprehension acheive- 

ment of t h e  second semester Pharmacy s tuden t s  o f  Widya 

Mandala Univer i s i ty .  To make it c l e a r e r ,  t h e  w r i t e r  

formula tes  t h e  s ta tement  of t h e  problem as fo l lows  : 

Does t h e  mastery o f  Engl ish Complex Sentences c o r r e l a t e  

with  t h e  r ead ing  comprehension achievement of  t h e  second 

semester  s t u d e n t s  o f  t h e  Pharmacy Facul ty  of Widya 

Plandala Ca tho l i c  Univers i ty  ? 

1.6. Fundamental Assumptions 

It i s  assumed t h a t  

1.6.1. Since a l l  the  s t u d e n t s  of t h e  Pharmacy Facul ty  

a r e  mostly graduated from SMA o r  Sekolah Asie ten  

Apoteker, they a r e  considered t o  have s tud ied  

Engl ish grammar and vocabulary as what t h e  s t a t e d  

s y l l a b u s  expects  . 
1.6.2. English i s  n o t  a major s u b j e c t  and t h e  a i m  o f  

s tudying English i s  t o  enable them t o  g e t  



information from reading B g l i a h  text-books o r  

references which a r e  re la ted  t o  t h e i r  subject  of  

learning. 

1.6.3. Having completed t h e i r  English subject  - both i n  

the  f i r s t  and second senes ters ,  s tudents  have 

mastered a l l  the  materials  given. 

1.6.4. The English teachers who teach the  s tudents  i n  

the  first and second semesters a r e  copsidered t o  

be qual i f ied  i n  teaching English. 

1.6.5. The t e s t s  given as the  instruments. of the  

research a r e  considered t o  be va l i d  and r e l i ab l e .  

1.6.6. The sample of t h i s  study i s  enough-in quanti ty 

and qua l i ty  t o  represent the  population. 

1.7. Hypotheses 

Based on t he  foregoing assumptions, the following 

hypotheses a r e  formulated : 

1.7.1. The n u l l  hypothesis ( Ho ) 

There i s  no.corre la t ion  between the  mastery of  

English Complex Sentences and the  reading compre- 

hension achievement. 

1.7.2. The Al ternat ive  Hypothesis ( HI ) 

There i s  a pos i t ive  s ign i f i can t  cor re la t ion  

between the  mastery of English Complex Sentences 

and the  reading comprehension achievement. 



To test the foregoing hypotheses, the writer uses Product 

Moment from Pearson Formula: 

1.8. Organization of tne Thesis 

This thesis consists of five chapters.Chapter I , 
the Introduction, deals with the background of the study, 

aim of the study, limitation of the study, problem 

statement, fundamental assumptions, hypotheses and 

organization of the thesis. 

Chapter I1 consists of the review of related 

studies ever wkitten by the graduates of the English 

Department of the Teacher Training Faculty of Widya 

Mandala University and the theoretical framework. 

Chapter 111, Methodology of Research, is deviBed 

into four parts : population and samples, research 

instruments, research design, and procedure of data 

collecting. 

Chapter IV, Analysis and Interpretation of Data, 

consi~ts of . t w o  parts. The first part is the data 

10 Joko Marsito dan Nyoman Arcana, "Pen antar 
Buliah S tatistik ITn, Fakultas Ekonomi lJniv&idya 
Mandala Surabaya, 1986, p. 75 



analysis and *he second part is data interpretation. 

Chapter V, the last chapter, is devided into two 

parts too : summary and suggestion. 


