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ABSTRACT 

Susanty, Lanny. The Effect of Using Picture Series with Oral Questions and List 
of Vocabulary with Headings on the Narrative Writing Achievement of the 
English Department Students of Widya Mandala Catholic University. Thesis. 
Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni. FKIP. Universities Katolik 
Widya Mandala Surabaya. Advisor: DR. Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc. 

Key Words: writing, narrative, picture series, list of vocabulary, headings. 

Learning a foreign language is not only a matter of learning how to speak, 
read, listen, and write. The writing skill itself plays an important role in the 
mastery of English. 

Nevertheless, the fact shows that learning how to write is not as easy as 
people have imagined before. Many students often find difficulties when they are 
asked to make a composition. This condition also happens to the English 
Department students of Widya Mandala Catholic University. It is simply because 
they face difficulties in finding what ideas and what appropriate sentences to be 
written in the beginning of their composition, even for writing the simplest type of 
writing that is narrative. 

Setiawaty ( 1998) says that in the past, teachers usually merely gave a list of 
vocabulary in teaching writing and she considers that it is not enough to help the 
students to get ideas. Through her own experience, the writer also finds that 
headings are very helpful too. In this study, she would like to combine these two 
techniques and compare it with the picture series technique that has been proved 
to be a good way to teach narrative writing (Setiawaty and Hariyadi, 1998). Here, 
the writer would like to find out which techniques, picture series with oral 
questions or list of vocabulary with headings, is more effective to teach narrative 
writing. 

In conducting her research, there are several steps that the writer follows. First 
of all, the writer takes the second semester English Department students of Widya 
Mandala University as her subjects. While for the samples of this study, the writer 
takes two groups that are heterogeneous. These groups, then, are given different 
treatments. One group was taught using picture series with oral questions, while 
the other group was taught using list of vocabulary and headings. These 
treatments were given in three meetings. Then in the fourth meeting, both groups 
were given the post test. The scores obtained from this post test served as the 
representation of the students' writing achievement and by analyzing these scores, 
the writer tests the hypothesis of this study and directly conclude whether there is 
a significant difference in the two groups' writing achievement. 

The result ofthe post test of those groups shows that the students taught using 
picture series and oral questions obtained better scores than the ones taught using 
list of vocabulary and headings. The !-obtained is 0.716 and the t-table is 2.0264. 
Since to is lower than the t-table, the Ho is accepted and the Ha is rejected. It 
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means that there is no significant difference in those two groups' writing 
achievement. 

Besides analyzing the students' writing achievement, the writer also made an 
analysis on the two score levels of the ESL composition profile that was used as a 
guideline in scoring these students' writing assignments. Those score levels are 
content and organization. 

The analysis of content score shows that there is no significant difference 
between the groups. Since to (=1.835) is lower than the t-table (=2.0264), Ho is 
accepted and Ha is rejected. While in the analysis of the organization score, to is 
2.288 and t-table is 2.0264. By comparing these t-values, the writer rejects the Ho 
and accepts the Ha. It means that there is a significant difference between the 
groups' organization score. 

Finally, due to the limitations of this study, further studies are expected to be 
canied out with more subjects and another group as the control group so that more 
conclusive statements and more generalizable results can be obtained. 
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