A CORRELATION BETWEEN FAMILIAR AND UNFAMILIAR
READING MATERIALS AND THE STUDENTS' READING
COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT

A THESIS

In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements
the Sar".ana Pendidikan l§e ree fl? for
English Language Teaching

S} Mo, 1NDUS 017 /95

TGL—;EFI 1e I 4- R e ﬁ"
oo R ff Cre
BY No.BUKU | FK-1g
HERMANTO | e
1213089070 KCP KE 1esatul

UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN
JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKA'N BAHASA INGGRIS
FEBRUARI, 1995



APPROVAL SHEET

(D

This thesis entitled A _CORRELATION BETWEEN FAMILIAR

AND UNFAMILIAR READING MATERIALS AND THE STUDENTS’

READING COMPREHENSION ACHIEVEMENT, prepared and

submitted by Hermanto, has been approved and accepted as Partial Fulfillment

of the Requirements for The Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Teaching

by the following advisors

\%, o

Drs Y.G. Harto Pramono

First Advisor Second Advisor



APPROVAL SHEET

@)

This thesis has been examined by the committee on Oral Examination

with a grade of B on February 21, 1995,

—

- s
T e«
Dr. D.W M.A.

Chairman
i ’f ) :)
/-4—7“ 7
Drs. Y.G. Harto Pramono
Member
~—Drs. M.P. Soetrisno, M.A. Dra. SitrMina Tamah
Member Member

Approved by :

i



ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

I would like to thank God for His blessing and continous guidance upon
writing this thesis.

I would like to ex:press my deepest appreciation to Dra. Aliah Abdullah
and Drs. Y.G. Harto Pramono for their energy, moral support, and guidance
that both of them have put into making my thesis run so smoothly. I thank them
so much for all of the hours they put into my time and for being there when |
really needed the help.

[ also express my gratitude to Mr.Bara Lazuardi, the headmaster of
SMAK Dapena 1 Surabaya and Mr. Handoyo, the English teacher of SMAK
Dapena [ Surabaya for their favor in permitting me to do the research in SMAK
Dapena I Surabaya.

To all the third year students of A3 program of SMAK Dapena 1
Surabaya in the academic year of 1994/1995, 1 would like to address my special
thanks for their participation in doing the test.

To all the lecturers during my studies at the English department of
Widya Mandala Catholic University, | cannot begin to tell them all how much

their guidance means to me.

n



TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPROVAL SHEET (1)

APPROVAL SHEET (2)

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TABLES

LIST OF APPENDICES

ABSTRACT

CHAPTER

I INTRODUCTION

1.1

1.2

1.3

1.4

1.5

1.6

Background of the Study
Statement of the Problem
Objective of the Study
Significance of the Study
Theoretical Framework

Hypothesis

PAGL

Vil



1.7 Research Methodology
1.8 Scope and Limitation of the Study
1.9 Definition of the Key Terms
1.10  Organization of the Study
I REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1  Reading Comprehension
2.1.1  The Nature of Reading
2.1.2  The Nature of Comprehension
2.1.3 Reading Skills

2.2 Schema Theory

2.2.1 Characteristics of Schemata
2.2.1.1 Schemata have variables
2.2.1.2 Schemata can embed one within another
2.2.1.3 Schemata represent knowledge at all level

of abstraction

2.2.1.4 Schemata are active process

222  The Types of Schemata
2.22.1 Content Schemata
2222 Formal Schemata

2.2.3 The Function of Schemata
2.3 The Role of Vocabulary

1l METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH

Vi

9

10

I

i2

13

16
17

20
23
23
24
24

25

25
26
31

32

35



3.1

32

3.3

34

3.5

Research Design

Subject of the Study
Instrument

Data Collection Procedure

Data Analysis Technique

IV THE FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

4.1

4.2

The Findings
4.1.1 The Result of Data Analysis
4.1.2 Hypothesis Testing

The Discussions of the Findings

VvV CONCLUSIONS

5.1

52

Summary

Suggestions

BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDICES

vil

35

36

37

38

4]

43

43
43
47

50

53

53

54

58

60



LIST OF TABLES

PAGE
Table 3.1
The Calculation of the Fanuliar and Unfamiliar Reading
Matenials based on the Questionnaire 39
Table 3.2
The Calculation of the Familiar and Unfamiliar Reading
Materials bascd on the Students” Choiee 40)

vill



LIST OF APPENDICES

Appendix A.

The Calculation of r Biserial

(The Familiar Reading Materials)
Appendix B.

The Calculation of r Biserial

(The Unfamiliar Reading Materials)
Appendix C.

Table of Ordinate
Appendix D.

Table of Correction Factor
Appendix E.

Table of Critical Value
Appendix F.

Questionnaire
Appendix G.

Reading Matenals Selection
Appendix H.

The Instrument of Reading Comprehenéion Test
Appendix I.

Key Answers

1X

PAGL:

60

64

OHR

69

71

72

81

86



ABSTRACT

A Correlation between Familiar and Unfamiliar Reading Materials and
the Students’ Reading Comprehension Achievement

By: Hermanto

In this competitive world, reading becomes an important skill for every
human being, especially in the pursue to gain more knowledge. More and more
people realize the importance of reading especially reading English books
because English occupies a special position for international language.

However, reading English books is not easy for non-English speakers.
That 1s why in Indonesia, students should learn more to improve their reading
comprehension in order to broaden their mind by reading English books. The
difficulties to comprehend English books can be caused by some factors. One
of those factors is the student's background knowledge.

When students should face a reading material that is unfamiliar to them,
the tendency to comprehend becomes harder and this makes the students
uninterested in reading the material. Conversely, students who face a familiar
reading material will be more interested and this will help them to comprehend
more easily. This evidence leads the writer to investigate two problems: (1) Is
there any correlation between tamiliar reading materials and the students’
reading comprehension achievement? (2) Is there any correlation between
unfamiliar reading materials and the students’ reading comprehension
achievement?

In conducting this research, the writer used the third year students of
SMAK Dapena I Surabaya who belonged to the academic year of 1994/1995 as
the subjects of the study. The data obtained from two kinds of rcading material
tests -- familiar reading material tests and unfamiliar reading material tests --
are then correlated using the Biserial Correlation.

The result of this research shows that there is a significant correlation
between familiar reading material and unfamiliar reading material and the
students reading comprehension achievement. In other words, if the students
are familiar with the material, their reading comprehension achievement will be
high.



