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ABSTRACT 

TJc~.ndr-a, .Julia. A STUDY ON THE VERBAL BEHAVIOURS SHOWING 
THE PERSONALITY OF NORA, THE MAIN CHARACTER OF IB­
SEN'S A DOLL'S HOUSE, ~;I ThE·sis, Ti .. ·,e English Depar-t-... 
ment of Widya Mandala Catholic University, Sur-abaya, 
1.997. 

Th<'2 
t···t:!St:!f:":t r·c 1···, 

ha\lfE' as 

obedient, family-center-ed, and independent. 

study under- r-epor-t investigated the following 
questions : 1) What type of per-sonality does Nor-a 

r-eflected in her- ver-bal behaviour-s towar-d the 
other- char-acter-s in the play ? 2) What char-acter- changes 
does Nor-a exper-ience at the end of the play ~ 

The data for- the analysis is obtained fr-om Nor-a's 
ver-bal. utter-ances (dialogues) towar-d the other- char-acter-s 
such as Tor-vald, Dr-. Rank, Chr-istina, and ~r-oqstad fr-om 
each act that shows one of her- per-sonalities. They ar-e the 
char-acter-s that help to r-eveal Nor-a's per-sonality. 

Since this study is qualitative, the wr-iter- acts both 
as the data collector- and the instr-ument of the study. The 
wr-iter- analyzes the ver-bal behaviour-s (utter-ances) of Nor-a 
to see what kind of per-son she is at the beginning of the 
play and what kind of per-son she is at the end of the 
play. The wr-iter- found that 

1 At the beginning of the play, Nor-a was obedient, fami­
ly-center-ed, loyal, and dependent on her- husband. She 
is also loyal and helpful to her- fr-iends. 

2) At the end of the play, Nor-a is disobedient, self­
centered, disloyal, and independent to her husband. 

This shows that Nora has changed tremendously from a 
person who is obedient, family-center-ed, loyal, and dR­
pendent to a person who is disobedient, self-centered, 
disloyal, and independent. 

Tl .. ·,rc,~,e c.hanqes in pPr-sonE<li"t:y clue to the ·fo;,ct that 
her husband has treated her like a doll. She has to obey 
what her husband wants to her- to do, to be, and to act. On 
the other hand, when there is a problem, she received no 
pr-otection but blame fr-om her husband. 

This st11dy is far from being perfect. Therefor-e, it 
is suggested that other student researchers do more re­
searches on similiar topics with better instruments and 
techr1iques of data analysis. Thus, they can lear-n about 
human being's life and its problems better-. 
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