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1.1 Background of the Study

There are four language skills, i.e.,. listening,
speaking, reading and writing. Reading which is oommonly
called the third language skill does not mean Lhat it is
lesg important than the other three shkilis. In Benior
High School, reading is the foens which is given Lo the
students as the primary skill because it Functions as  an
ingtrument to gain knowledge and technology for the
development of Indonesis. We know that msny fextbooks,
references, journals of science and technology are still
written in English; therefore, students must be able to
read in English. In relation to +this, James Ward
(1980:2) say=s that,"The majority of students of English
as a foreign langusge may never spesk much English, bt
most of them will have to complete their university
studies”

This condition happrens in Indonesia where English
is not widely spoken. The writer is of the opinion
that the essiest way to reach the purpogse 1z Fhrough
reading .

The main oblective of teaching English at SHA

based on Curriculum 1884 which is stated in Garis-—-garis



Besar Prodram  Pengajaran (GBPPY is  Stwlents have the
interest and the ability to use Eknglish especially
reading, and besides, students are also expected tao he
able to understand, speak, and write simple composition
in FEnglish which uses intermediate English sentence
patterns with vocabulary level of 4000 words.

From the writer s experience when =zhe caonduckted her
teaching practice in SMA Sasana Bhakti Surabaya,
she found out  that many students have difficulty in
comprehending reading passages. Most of the students
cannot  angwer inferential questiong which are given,
becaunse they do not understand what Lhe guestions  sare
about and the answers are not explicibtly sktated in the
passage. They c¢an answer the quesbions by auoting the
whole sentences in the reading passage salthough it is not
necesgary Lo quote. Most of them showed poor marks on
their inferential comprehension tests.

KEnowing the fact sabove, the writer wmade gsome ob
servationgs on the resulis of the students ™ reading tests.
This wag done when she agsked them to check the second
year students” formstive tests during her teaching
practice. From her observations, she found ounb that the
stndents got problems in comprehending the reading

passage. The inferential comprehension was a diffjeult

thing For them,



Realizing the situation related to the students of
SMA Sasana Bhakti Surabaya,., the writer was interested in
conducting this study to know how far the students
comprehend a reading passage, and are able to snswer the

inferentisl questions given.

1.2 Statement of the Problem

Based on the second vear students ™ poor marks 1in
inferential tests, their inferential comprehension needs
observing and analyvzing,

The wajor problem of this study ig  “"How is  the
inferential level of reading comprehension of the second
year students of SMA Sasana Bhaktil Surabaya 7

Derived from the major problem above, the wminor
problems of this study are as Tollows

2. What iz the extent of the students understanding of
L}
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inferential guestions in narrative passage

b. What 1is the extent of the students’  understanding of
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inferential gquestions in descriptive p es
1.3 The Objective of the Study

After studying the problem above, Lhe writer is
going to state the objechbive of the study. The objective
18 to find out the inferential level of reading

comprehension of the second year students of SMA  5Sasana

Bhakii Surabaysa. Based on the major objective above,



the minor objectives are as follows

a. to find out the extent of the students ™ understanding
of inferential questions in narrative pacsages.

b. to find out the exbent ol the students  understamling

of inferential guestions in descriptive passages.

1.4 Sagnificance of the study

This study is expected to be of great help Ffor
those who are involved in the tesching process of
English especially for English reading comprehension

eachers,

1.0 Scope and Limitation of Lhe Study
The writer limited the subjects of this study to
the second year students of SMA Sazana Bhakti  Surabava.
In line with the obieciives this study, Lhe discussion isg
Timited to the extent of gtudents” understanding of
inferenkial questions in narrative passages and
descriplive passages made by bLhe second year students of

SMA Sasana Bhakti Surabaya.

1.6 Asszupptions
Some assumptions are uged ag Lhe base of this re
search implementsation. S5ince it 1s  impossible to

control all the extraneous vsriables, and in order to



concenbtrate on Lthe problem tnvestigated, the following

assnmphtions are made

@, Al subjects btake the bLesl seviously and there are
nok extranrong Factors tLhat might hinder the
subiects from doing the test,

Ih., The test BCOres reflect  the studentas’ real
competence in  understanding reading pasuags  written
in English.

. All subiects have similar atbitute tfLowarsd and

interest in English.

1.7 Theoretical Framework

There are four theories underlying this study. They
are Lhe Process of Reading, the Theory of Reading, Schens
Theory, Reading 5Hkills, and Methods f[or Improving
Comprehension.

1.7.1 The Frocess of Reading

According Lo Sbtrang (1987:8), reading 15 more
tLhan pronouncing printed words and recodgnizing the
meaning of isolated words, it regnirves someone to

think, feel, and imagine. Furthermore, Smith (1880:133)
gives a Tfocus on the relsabionship between the reader
ancd  the writer. He s@aid that reading comprehengsion is

not enbirely dependent orn Lthe reader. The suthor is

also respongsible for the communication that does or
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does not take place with the reading. 3o it in really
understandablie {that reading is very complex.
1.7.2 The_Theory of Reading

There are tLthree theories of reading which are

related to the reading process,. They are the Bottom

Hp, Top - Down,., and Interactive Models.
In the Botbtom - Up model of reading proness,
reading is basically a translation, decoding, or encoding

process. Eisterhold (1983:4) states that Lo understand
Lhe reading materisl, all readers need to (n i Lo
Figure ont t he graphio symbols anr) apply
previocusly the orsl language skill.

In the Top - Down model of reading, hthe reader’'s
cognitive and language competence play bthe key role in
the construction of meaning from the printed materisal.
It i largely based o Lhe peyeholingnistics,
Aceording Lo  Goodman (1967 126y, reading, which he
describes as  a psycholingunistios gue=ssing  gamne, is A
DEONEeSS Lhat involves using available landusadge ones
selected  from tLthe perceptual input on the baasis of  the
reader s prediction.

In Interactive Model Comprehension, reading 15 a

f Eraphic

result of intersction between the percepflon c
aymbolsg representing langusge and the reader ' s language

skills and her knowledge of the world. The writer can



gay that a reader has comprehended a passage 1f she can
associate  the new information obtained from a reading
mabterial to her own experiences and prior knowlerdds. This
ig  the wain point of view bLhat thig paper wonld Jike

to  adopt and as n point of reference for the rest

jo
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of the discussion.
1.7.3 Gchema Theory
According Lo Silberstein (18987:22) Schema theory is

the essential part of the intervactive sappruach to reading
an approach which tries Lo combine Lhe role of the Ltext
and the reader in the process of uuderstanding meaning
of a reading passage. TFurthermore the funct%on of
schemata 1is in the consbruchion of an inkerpretabtion of
an event, object, or s=itustion in the process of
comprehension.
1.7.4 Beading Skills

Reading skill is  devided into  Lwoo word
recognition and comprehension skill., Strang et al
(1987:11) define Lhat word recognilion =skill i=  the
ability Lo pronounce smd  recognize  bLhe meaning of
mfamilisr words.

In comprehension shkill saccording Lo Barrett ' s
Taxonomy (1874:26) there are three levels of comprehen-

aion. They are Interpretive, Inferentinl Questions  and



Predictive. The one which is discussed here  i=s the
inferential Questions because it relates to the problem
nf this study.
1.7.5 Melhods for Inproving Comprehensions

According to Joseph F. Callahan and Leonard H.
Clark (1982:249-251), Methods for Improving Compreliension
are providing backgronund knowledge, giving fully
developed homework assignments, teaching the students how
fo ugse their texthaooks, and uatilizing guides and

gnestions,

1.8 Delfinition of key terms
OQperational definitions are given to each of  ihe
following Lechnical Lerms

1.8.1 HKeading

According to Marksheffel (1986:12) Reading 1is a
highly complex, purposeful, thinking process engaged,
evolving new ideas, solving problems or relaxing and

recuperating through the interpretation of the printed
symbols.

1.8.2 Inferential Level Comprehension

As defined by Christine Nuttall (1982:132)
Inferential Questions are guestions Ythat obliged Lhe

student to read between the lines Lo consider what s

implied but not explicitly stated. Queglions of Lhis



kind are congsiderably more difficult than either of
tthe former tLypes, because they require fhe student o
nnderstand the fLext well enongh to work ount s
implications,
1.8.3 Harrallve Passades

According to Winterowd and Hurray (1985:50)
narrative passage is a Form of reading whieh relates an
event or an experience. The experience could be the
information or facts that the students have read. Those
facts include details that tell when and where the
incident occur, who has involved and what happen.
1.8.4 Desgeriptive Passades

According to Debra Journet (1984:64) descriptive
passage 1s a form of reading which describes a thing in

detail,

1.8 Organization of the Thesis

Thig theeizs, which discusges a study on the
inferential level comprehension of the gecond vear
students of SMA Sagans Bhaktl Surabays, congists of five
chapters with the following organization.

Chapter I is the introduction which consisks of
background of the study, statement. of the problem, the
objective of the study, significance of the study, scope

and limitation of the study, assumptions, definition of



the key term, snd ordsnization of the thesis.

Chapter 11 deals with the review of related
literature and studies which are relevant to thig atudy.

Chapter 111 concerns with the research mebthodology
which gives a description of the populstion and sample of
the study; the instrument for collecting data ; and Lhe
clata analysis.

Chapter IV discusses the result of Lhe study, It
gives its interpretation to find the answer to  the
problem under investigation.

Chapler V gives the conclusion of the sgtudy and the

sugdgestion.





