A STUDY OF MAIN CHARACTERS
IN THEODORE DREISER'S SISTER CARRIE

A THESIS

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for The Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in
English Language Teaching

HENNY

1213088039

LTGL T1en

BT

e
bAGE 1

No. EURY

KC P KE

| 10 g6

FR-
! Hen

| gdql

J H50TU )

FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN
JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SEN}
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS
UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA

JULY, 1996




APPROVAL SHEET
(1)

This thesis entitled A_QTUDY OF MAIN CHARACTERS IN
THEODRORE DREISER’S SISTER CARRIE

and prepared and submitted by HENNY has been approved and
accepted as partial fulfillment of the requirements for
the Sarjana Pendidikan degree in English Teaching by the

following advisor,

}‘/‘/\/‘/\-’\-/x

Drs. Antcnius Gurito

Advisor



APPROVAL SHEET
(2) : ‘

Thie thesie has been examined by the Committee on
Oral Examination with a grade of B

on July, 1996.

Drs. Ste anug Laga Tukan, M.P4d.

Chairman
ﬂs/\w /
i
Drs. Antonius Gurito Drs. B. Budiyono, M.Pd.
Member ' Member

S

Dra. Megawati Liesman

Member

FERE T P .
g g o

Dean of the Teacher
Training College

Headwof the English
Department

i1



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Above all, I would like to express my deepest
gratitude to God for His blessing, greatest love and
enlightenment, wlthout all of which I would not be able
to accompllish my thesis.

My gratitude and respect also goes to my advisor,
Drs. Antonius Gurito who has been patiently and
conslderately Quldlng and glving ldesas as well as
suggestions from‘the very beginning until .the end of this
thesis.

My primary debt also goes to my dearest parents,
who never stop loving, encouraging and supporting me
elther spiritually or financially so that I would be able
to finlsh this work. During the process of finishing this
work I become 1indebted to my two brothers, who have
heartily assisted me to borrow books from some libraries.

I would also 1like to thank my friends and
colleagues»whom I can not mention in names one by one for
their help and support.

Finally, .I am also indebted to my friend, Ir.
Felix Cendra Wijaya, who constantly gives words of

comfort and encouragement when time gets rough.

iid



TABLE OF CONTENTS

APPROVAL SHEET (1) .........iviiiiiiiii s
APPROVAL SHEET (2) ... it
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ..................................
TABLE OF CONTENTS ... ... ittt e e ittt inaman
ABSTRACT ..ottt ittt ea e
CHAPTER I.  INTRODUCTION ........eeceneuernnennnn.
1.1 Background of the Study ..........
1.2 Statement of the Problem..........
1.3 Objective of the Study ............
1.4 Significance of the Study ........

1.5 The Definition of the Key Terms. ..

1.6 The Organization of the Thesis....

CHAPTER II. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .........
| 2.1 Literary Criticism ... ............

2.2 Novel. . . . i e

2.3 Plob. i i e

2.4 ChOracter. ......oveuueeeeeeeennn..

2.5 Characterization..................

CHAPTER III. METHODOLOGY QF THE STUDY .............

iv

page
i

11
11
iv

vii

10
11
13
16

18



CHAPTER 1V.

3.1 The Nature of the Study ..........
3.2 Research Design...................
373' Research Data ......... ..........
3.3.1.Data Source ............. .-,
3.3.2 Procedures of Doing the
Analysis............ ... ....
THE ANALYSIS OF MAIN CHARACTERS IN
THEODORE DREISER’S SISTER CARRIE .....
4.1 Basic Characteristics of the Main
. Characters ............ e e e e
4.1.1 Caroline Meeber (Carrie)....
4.1.2 Charles H. Drouet ..........
4.1.3 George Hurstwood .._..........
4.2 How Each Main Character Sees
| Himself and How He Sees Other Main
- Characters ....... ..t inenienan
'4.2.1 Caroline Meeber (Carrie)
4.2.2 Charles H. Drouet...........
4.2.3 George Hurstwood............
4.3 Main Characters and the Theme.....
- 4.3.1 Caroline Meeber (Carrie)....

4.3.2 George Hurstwood............

18
19
20
21

21

23

23
23
37

39

43
43
44
45
46
46

48



CHAPTER V. CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ............

5.1 Conclusion
5.2 Suggestion
BIBLIOGRAPHY
APPENDICES:
A. BIOGRAPHY OF THE AUTHOR
B. SYNOPSIS OF THE NOVEL

------------------------

vi



ABSTRACT
Henny, “A Study of Main Characters in Theodore Drelser s
Sister Carrie”, The Faculty of Teacher Training, The

English Department of Widva Mandala Catholic University,
1996.

Literature 1is worth studying as in doing so we
explore "The best” 1in writing and accordingly we learn to
think, speak and write by ourselves more effectively.

Among many forms of literature, a novel is chosen
to be analyzed since in a novel there is rocom and time
for greater variety and elaboration of all elements of
fiction such ae plot, character, setting and point of
view.

The writer makea n study on the main character of
Theodore Dreiser s Sister Carrie by using Graham Little s
points which includes finding the main character”s basic
characteristics that cover physical, social relationship,
and mental qualities. Then, finding the way each mailn
characters sees himself and other characters, also main
characters and the theme.

In doing the analysis, the writer reads the novel
saveral timea. The text 1s analyzed. through the
character’s saylng, thoughts and acts. She collects the
data which suits Little s pointse. The writer also uses
some references concerning Dreiser and his novel ~“Sister
Carrie” from some libraries and contributes her own
opinion in this subjective analysis of the study.

The result of the analysis shows that the main
characters in Dreliser s Sister Carrie are sble to embody
the theme convincingly and the story is narrated from the
objdective point of view. It can be inferred that Little s
pointe in character analysls are really applicable and
helpful to know everythling about the character.

After doing the analysis the writer comes to the
conclusion concerning the characteristica of the three
main characters.
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