
The Correlation between Vocabulary Size  

and the Three Levels of Reading 

Comprehension 

 

 

A THESIS 

 

 
 

By 

Cinthia Astan 

8212712015 

 

 

 
ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

SURABAYA 

2014 

 

 

 



The Correlation between Vocabulary Size  

and the Three Levels of Reading Comprehension 

 
A THESIS 

 

Presented to Widya Mandala Catholic University 

Surabaya in partial fulfillment of the requirement  

for the Degree of  

Master in Teaching English as a Foreign Language 

 

 
 

By 

Cinthia Astan 

8212712015 

 
ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

GRADUATE SCHOOL 

WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 

SURABAYA 

2014 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Acknowledgements 

 

        I would like to thank Almighty God for His endless 

blessings and enlightenment that eventually I am able to 

accomplish this thesis. Confidence and desperation, headway 

and obstacle, rise and fall inevitably occur, yet, I have been able 

to endure all positively by His grace. 

       My special profound appreciation is addressed to Dr. M.N. 

Siti Mina Tamah. I am earnestly thankful to have her as my 

adviser. She is very superb, comprehensive and supportive. 

Without her guidance and persistent help, the accomplishment 

of this thesis would not have been possible. 

       I also would like to thank Prof. Dr. Wuri Soedjatmiko and 

Dr. Hendra Tedjasuksmana, M. Hum for their valuable 

commentary during my thesis examination. In addition, I would 

like to thank Prof. Anita Lie, Ed. D, Dr. Ignatius Harjanto, Dra. 

Ruruh Mindari, M. Pd, and Dr. D. Wagiman Adi Sutrisno, M. A. 

for supporting me with permission and assistance in the data 

collection of the thesis. 

      Finally, I would like to deliver my deepest gratitude to my 

beloved parents for their persevering prayer despite of being 

miles away. Because of them, my motivation and confidence to 

accomplish this thesis are preserved.   

i 



Abstract 

 

     The present study explored the correlation between 

vocabulary size and the three levels of reading comprehension 

namely literal, inferential, and critical reading comprehension. 

The main intention was to discover what the correlation was 

between vocabulary size and literal reading comprehension, 

inferential reading comprehension, and critical reading 

comprehension in terms of direction and magnitude. The 

subjects were 30 students of English Department at a university 

in Surabaya. A Vocabulary Size Test and a Reading 

Comprehension Test were administered to measure the subjects' 

vocabulary size and reading comprehension performance. The 

findings revealed that vocabulary size was positively, strongly, 

and significantly correlated to literal reading comprehension, 

inferential reading comprehension and critical reading 

comprehension. 

KEYWORDS: correlation, vocabulary size, literal reading 

comprehension, inferential reading comprehension, critical 

reading comprehension 
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