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ABSTRACT 

Sanj'lya, Chatarinn Rmih Hutami. (20\):). The Widya ~.1andala University 
Sl Students' Skill in neading Indonesian Political ~ews Critirally. 
Unpublished S2 thesis. t-.,'\aster in TEFL Program of \Vidya Mandala 
Catholic University, Suralnya. Advisor: Dr. Agustinus NgadimaJ' 

Key words: Critical rcading skill. Indonesian political news 

Duc to the fact that Indonesian political news tends to contain biases, the 
skill to :'ead critically is considcred impol1al1t for university students as a omential 
politicd power to avoid being manipulated and provoked. This study was aimed 
at describing to what extent the Widya Mandala S I ~tudents could read 
Indonesian political news clitically. The mnjor question investigated wa,: To what 
extcnt can the Widya Mandala University S I studcnts read lndoncsian political 
news critically? Critical reading skill includes the ability in recognizing the 
writer', purpose~;, the ability in nnt1l1g special point of vicw, the 'Ibility in 
n.:cogllLzing the writcr's choice or languilgc, thc ability in e\'alui:ting tll\~ writer's 
argllmcnt and the ability in evaluating inferences. Thus, thc above major question 
was elilboriltcd int0 live minor questions ilS stilted here: (I) To what extent can the 
students recognize the miter's purposes') (2) To what extent can the students note 
special point of vicw') (3) To what exte1lt can the students be aware of the writer's 
choiCE; of language? (4) To what exte;lt Ciln the students evaluate the wliter's 
argumult and (5) To what extcnt can the students evaluate inferences? 

1\ descl'iptive study was then conducted. The data wc:re the students' test 
scores The data werc taken f1'om a sample of 448 seventh se:nestf;r S I stud~nts of 
nine filCl;itlCS ;' dcparllilen:s o!' Widya iVlandala University. !'he instru111en: was a 
tcst consisting of three parts. It was llsed to measure the stlll:ems' critical reading 
skill. Each pan of the test contained a piece of Indonesian political news. Each 
piece of political news was the'l followed by the same seven questions asking 
stildcn,s to pClil11l11 the five critical reading ilbilities. The mean calculati0n was 
then cmpJoy,:d to a!1alyze the data. 

The results of the data illHlysis show that the student?,' critical reading skill 
was POOf. In other words, the students performed poorly jl, n:ading Indonesian 
political news critic<\lly. The students pelfonned moderatelY ill recognizing the 
'V1iter's purposes. However, they were poor in noting special ~oiJ1t of view. The 
students showed poer awareness of the writer's choice of language. 'I'h;;,y were 
also poor in evaluating tile writer's arf,,'l.unent and evaluating inferences. Based on 
thcse facts, the students could be con3idered not immune t(, the news biases and 
easy to manipElate and provoke. This cond.ition also reveals (hat the students need 
to be taught critical reading to enable t1,em to read critically. 

Based 011 the findings above, this stJIdy proposes the teaching uf critical 
reading besides the teaching of reading c0111prehension. It also strongly sliggests 
that students be taught to read criticaily as early as possible. Practically, critical 
reading skill must be insel1ed in the lol1gl~a;I(.; syllabus especially. The teaching of 
critical reading, of course, must involve the leaching of its fiv;;, abilities WIth the 
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adjustments to the level of difficulty (If the material, the teaching techniques and 
the stud~nts' characteristics. 
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\BSTRAK 

S<lni~yil, ell'ilt,lrina R"tih IllItill1~l. (l003). Till' Widya MlI;H!al .. University' :'~I 
Studlnts' Skill in I:e:lliing lildolll':;ian PoHtiral ~~l'WS (:ritically. \,';is 

:;1. i'ruW<lJlI l'iISCIS;:I},lld 1\;Jldidikan UahaSi! l!l!'.gris UI!ivcrs!tas I\."~l)iik 
\,iiclya IVbnda!a, Sur;,l;"ViL Dosc!] PClnbimbing: Dr. A. Ngadiman 

Kala KlIIlC:: KCI1WIilPllilll 1ll::lllhICii kriliS. bcrita politik lndu!lcs:a 

Llcrdas:n-killl kel;Yi1l<1iI1 1 ba!lIv:l be-rila politi).;, indo!1c:sia c.:l1(knll;g 
Ilicilgailliung, pms(!llgka, !;.2IM,n1>Jilall rlCniOaCa dcngan krilis ,dalaL pe11\;\',g 

lcrutanlCl bagi mil!lasisw<' sd)i'gai kckllatan politik yang po,ensia1 lI:ltuk 
menghnd;;ri Illililipulasi Cbl [,riwobsi, l'c:nditian ini lJCrtll:liill1 1lIelljebs:":'i1 
Sl:[);:;rapa jiluil ilIahi!~:isWil ::! ! 'lliVCTSiliiS Widya I\'LlIltliJla dap<lt IllcIllbaGI !,,::i:a 
pOlilik IildOiiC$i~ ciengan \;r;1 is Pcndilian ini ullluk lIlenjawab pe:'lanv;l:II~: 

Schcnlpa jill:h milhasis\\'a ~; I 1 ;nivcr:;it<ls Wi(iya lvlandala (\ilP(lt Illclllbaca i)!:clta 
I',l[itil, iI1I101Il:,i:l ilCII~''<jll hili") kl:II';;III[HIOlil l11l:II1\1:1\.'a Ik:1,'iill hili.s Illl'It-'::i,'I!) 
I;CI1I<1I)II)I::11I 1IlC:IgCI1:di 111111:111 :1c·lIldl:;. I-l'I'::III:PII:!11 lIlellilll!:!;lIll :,lldlil p')II'.1 :lli: 
tcrtCtltU, Ll's:~dar~lIl ~(:\"had(tp I,;li{\;\\\ i,;\hil::;,', )h.'lltdi:,< kl~111:111l[)\I;lll rll(_'[I\~.l~";;J1·1:I",i 

:lrglllllClil:J:;1 pCllIilis dilll LC:l'l:llllllli:lll illl'llgl:V:illIilSi 1":SIIIIPIIi;I!1 I'.ill', : iii 
kClllilllq.lIi111 IIIClllln\.l'IC(: klitl,; '11· .. :'.I\,'ilkliP lilll',1 k,'llIillllPllil:l kh",lI:, ILI:'llhIlL 111"\"'1 
pcnam'''illl 1.li'll1l:1 iii :Iias IilJil:1ill'kiill iil!'.i sc!l:I!::li IIClik11l' (I! Sl'kl-:IP:) JIII!l 
IllaitiISi,,\<I di,pi'.l 111':II('.CII<I[1 1II,Jlidll-\UPlilll pcclillil,;) 12) SelIC!:ij';1 ;I:lill Illi'[::::,i ,'.;) 
d(~pat 11iCil;!Jlg\...clP .'ltldlll i):Jl~d;I!1.L~ fCncn!L1') l\~n:llly;l(l!l iili ll_~;-:ll(ISl!k (3) SCbCj-;,')(j 

lilltll Ill:tili;S;S"1"\ dlll),I\ 11Il'II\'il'Li,1 piililiill-;l:lilt,111 bilhilSiI pc"II;lI<) (I) :"CIl';I;;II;; 
1:11,11 111i,lliliil.,lVil d::!'::1 IIICII;'.l·""ill;I-';1 iln'.llllIl'lltilsi PCllltiis' l 1111'1 I')) Sd)'~rill':1 ,:::',i11 

tlli.t!\<lSlS\\,;\ (l;~pl\\ \\\,-~l\~~CV(l\Ud~j kl:\llnptl\;ll() 

I IIIL}, 111<':11.1<1\\,111 p~,lillly;"III-pCII;lIlyililll tersdJlli dlillilS 1~llilkll'"lil 

pcnelii:;'il ILskrlptil, lJa\a-dal:; pencl.lillli 1111 bcrupa nilai-nIlJ; Lcst lIIallasi".iI. 
Data-lii:ta tll'SCblll dialllbil dim s:;'lIpcl pCllclitian yang Ill(),ilJl.lcj 448 maj 1 asi C \\i1 

:-; 1 Unl',!cr:,iws \Vidya i\hnclai:l SCi11C:;kr \ujuh di1ri sellibiiall 1'i:l-:lIltas , jliru,:I,ll. 
!nSii'lIIllCIIl yang d;gunakan dala:n pCIll:litian ini adalah !;cbuali test yang [::::'ci:ri 
dari tigil \)<It'i:m. T'~sl ini lll1\1I1, Irtcngll\ur k::I11<lIllPllilll IllCllll'(Jca kritis lIlaita::i:;\\d. 
Sctiap u:Jgiail d:lri tcst lneliri dari SCllU;:1l bcrita poli1ik yal,f'. diikuti oldl '"IUuli 
l'crtmw,ni\ jang l"eminta i1l(l11,ISisWil llntuk llIci1lpraktek :«lIli1ll ken:alllp! '0.11 
idHISIiS Jllcrcka dalam ITlclllbaca kriti~\ i'cng1)itullg:111 nilai rii(:l lala dipergulla~nn 
untuk l11CI1gukur seL1crapa jaujl llmitasi,wa ciaDa! Illc!nbaca bcrlla polili).; Indonc:'IJ 
dcnga'l kri~is diUl seberapa jall!1 Illcrc;,a clapat mcnllnjllkk~ll k':mampuan clah,m 
lima kCm~ll\lpllan 11ll::nbaca ,kligal~ k;'itis scbagaima:Hl 1.::ial1 discbut!~ll'l 

scbclwnnvil, 
Hasil ,)llalisis data JllCI:lIiijllkkill' L'aitwa kClJIilllljJlIali IIlclllbaca hil is 

Ipahasiswil ada!ah burllk. Dengan bil:1ai J" lllahasiswa lid,lk diipat 1l1c1l1b~ca 
bt;rita pDlitlk Indoncsia dCl1giln krilis, ;, Inllilsiswa mellunjllkkan h11lwnpuan Y::'!f; 

sedang.' bl:ls:' Iliasil Sillil claLul1 l.ll:l1g,:II:111 tllillillHllJlIilll P',IIlI ' ;;:. N:lllllllI, 11ll'I:.:kil 
J11CnUP llikkan kClllampmJll yl!l1g hurllk (la:a:11 mcmmgkap sudlll pandang tertc;I(11 
d~i1 mc;rj;,l.i'll'; pilihan-pilihan h'I,:lie.l, pel:ulis. I\.cmaJ11puan yang bl.lruk JI:;'JI 



ditunjukkan dalam mCTlgcv<Jluasi argumentasi penulis dan mengevalliasi 
kcsimpulan. Berdasarkall kcnyataall-kenyataan ini, dapat dikatakan bahwa 
mahas:swa tidaklah kebal terhadap prasangka-prasangka pemberiman dan mudah 
untuk ()imanipulasi atau diprovokasi. Kondisi ini juga menyiratkan perlr.nya 
mahasiswa dididik kemampuan membaca dengan kritis sehmgga mereka dapat 
membaca dengan kritis. 

Berdasarkan penemuan-pen~muan di 'Has, penelitan ini menyarankan 
diberikannya pengajaran membaca secara kritis di sam ping pengajaran membaca 
untuk pemahaman. Mahasiswa hams dibckali dengan k.;:rnampuan membaca 
dengan kritis sedil1i ll1ungkin. Dalam pralncknya, kemampllan membacd dengan 
kritis hams dicantumkan utamanya dalam silablls bahasa. Pengajaran kemampuan 
membaca dengan kritis hams Illclibatkan pengajaran lima kemiimpuan memhaca 
dengan kritis dengan kondisi bahwa \:ngkat kesulitall milleri dan teknik 
pengajaran hanls disesuaikan dengan karal:tenstik siswa. 
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