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ABSTRACT

Sanjaya, Chatarina Ratih Hutami. (2003). The Widya Mandala University
S1 Students’ Skill in Reading ludonesian Political News Critically.
Unpublished S2 thesis. Master in TEFL Program of Widya Mandala
Catholic University, Surabaya. Advisor: Dr. Agustinus Ngadimar

Key words: Critical reading skill. Indonesian political news

Due to the fact that Indonesian political news tends to contain biases, the
skill to read critically is considered important for university students as a potential
political power to avoid being manipulated and provoked. This study was aimed
at describing to what extent the Widya Mandala S! students could read
Indonesian political news critically. The major question investigated was: To what
extent can the Widya Mandala Unjversity S students read Indonesian political
news critically? Critical reading skill includes the ability i recognizing the
writer's puiposes, the ability in noting special point of view, the ability in
recognizing the writer's choice of language, the ability in evaluatung the writer’s
argument and the ability in evaluating inferences. Thus, the above major question
was claborated into five minor questions as stated here: (1} To what extent can the
students recognize the writer's purposes? (2) To what extent can the students note
special point of view? (3) To what extent can the students be aware of the writer’s
choice of language? (4) To what extent can the students evaluate the writer’s
argument and (3) To what extent can the students evatuate inferences?

A descriptive study was then conducted. The data were the students’ test
scores. The data were taken from a sample of 448 seventh semester ST students of
nie facultics / departiments of Widya Mandala Umversity. {he instrument was a
test consisting of three parts. It was used to measure the stucents’ critical reading
skill, iach part of the test contained a prece of Indonesian political news. Each
piece of political news was then followed by the same seven questions asking
stitdents to perform the five critical rcading abilities. The mean calculation was
then employed te analyze the data.

The resnlts of the data analysis show that the students’ critical reading skifl
was poor. In other words, the students performed poorly in reading Indonesian
political news critically. The students performed moderatery ™ recognizing the
writer’s purposes. However, they were poor in noting special point of view. The
students showed poor awareness of the wnter's choice of language. They were
also poor in evaluating the writer’'s argument and evaluating inferences. Based on
these facts, the students could be considered not immune to the news biases and
easy to manipulate and provoke. This condition also reveals that the students need
to be taught critical reading to enable thiem te read critically.

Based on the findings above, this study proposes the teaching of critica
reading besides the teaching of reading comprehension. It also strongly suggests
that students be taught to read eriticaily as early as possible. Fractically, critical
reading skill must be inserted i the language syllabus especially. The teaching of
crirical reading, of course, must involve the ieaching of its five abilities with the

i



adjustments to the tevel of difficulty of thie matenal, the teaching techniques and
the students’ characreristics.
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ABSTRAK

Sanjay, Chatarina Ratih Hutami, (2003), The Widya Mandaia University M
Students® Skl in Reading ladonesian Politica) News Critically, .u'iﬁ
820 Program Pascasisrpona Penddikan Bahasa Inpens Universitas Katoiik
VWidya Mandala, bumbd_\- . Dosen Pembimbing: Dr. A. Ngadiman

Kata Kunct Bemampuan mombaca keins, berita polittk Indonesia

Berdasarkan  kenyataan bahwa  bertta polink  Indonzsia  cenderung
mengandung prasangka, komemnan membaca dengan Leitis adalali penting
terutama bagr mehasiswe  sebagat  kekuatan polink  yang potensial  untuk
mengiindart mampulast den provokast. Penclitian int bertujuan meniel“:‘.:\n
scherapa jauh mahasiswa 51 Hoiversitas Widya Mandala dapat membaca verita
politik Indoiiesia dengan kruis. Penclittan i untuk menjawab  pertanyain
Seberapa jach mahasiswa 51 Universitas Widya Mandala dapat membaca venta
politilc idopesia dengan krins? Kengmpuan membaca denpan kit encahoap
Kemampuan mengenalr tjoan nenuhis kemamipuan meepanekap sadut pand g
tertenty, besadaraze techadan piliban bahass penobise Kenamnpuan micnveval s
argameniast - pennhs dan hemampuan mengevaluast koestnpulan, koo
kemamipuan mennnbaca Ketos mencakap Jima kenmmpuan kbosus terschint, ok
pertanvian niama de atas dyavarkan dagn schaear bertkw (1) Sceberapa i
mahastswa dapet mengenal tpian-tugnan poenuhis? 020 Seberapn gl mehiesi v
dapat micnanghap sudul pandang rertenta? Pertanyvaan il ternasuk (3) Scbernnn
gl mabasswn dapat monvoadac pihban=pitihan bahasa pemilis? 04} ‘wim"m;(
s mabasiswa dapat menzeviioast areitmentasi peenhis? dan (5) Sceberapa jeuh
mahastswa dapat meseevaluast keampoelan?

Lintek menjawab portanvaan-pertanyaan  ersebat diatas ditakasan
penclitien doskioptit,. Data-data peneiiiian y berupa nda-miar test mahasiswva,
Data-data tersebut diambil dan sampel penchinan yang menputi 448 mahasis\m
ST Universitas Widva Mardato semester tyjeh dart sembilan fakadtas /- jurisan.
Instrument yang digunakan dalam penclitian ini adalah sebuah test yang terdird
dari tiga bagian. Tast i umuk mengdan kemampuan memuvaca knts mahasiswa,
Setiap Lagrain dari test terdin dari scoush berita politk yaae dikuti oleh tuiuh
perianvamiy yang meminia mahasiswa untuk  mempraktekkanan  kemampuau
khusus mercka dalam membaca krits. Penghitungan nilai rata rata dipergunakan
untuk mengukur sgoerapa Jauh matasiswa dapat membaca benta poiitik Indonesia
dengan kittis dan seberapa jaub merexa dapat menunjukkan kemampuan daiom
Hma  kenvanpuan  membaca  dengan ailis sebagaimana  reiah discbutkan
sebelumnnyie.

Prasih analistis data menunjukkan bahwa kemampuan membaca kittis
wahasiswa adalah burak. Dengan kain ‘aii, mahasiswa udak dapat membaca
berita politik Indonesia dengan krits. Llahasiswa menunjukkan kemampuan yan:
sedang ¢ Dinsy biasa sapa dalany aengenall tajuan-tujuan ponadis, Namun, mereka
nmmn}uk‘rian kemampuan yang buruk daiann menangkap sudut pandang tertenin
dan menyadart pilthan-pilihan hanaga penulis, Kemampuan vang buruk jupa

.




ditunjukkan  dalam  mengevaluasi  argumentasi  penulis dan  mengevaluasi
kesimpulan.  Berdasarkan kenyataan-kenyataan ini, dapar  dikatakan balwa
mahasiswa tidaklah kebal terhadap prasangka-prasangka pemberiiaan dan mudah
untuk dimanipulast atau diprovokasi. Kondisi mi juga menyiratkan perlunya
mahasiswa dididik kemampuan membaca dengan knitis seh'ngga mereka dapat
membaca dengan kritis.

Berdasarkan penemuan-penemuan di atas, penelit.an ini menyarankan
diberikannya pengajaran membaca secara kritis di samping pengajaran membaca
untuk pemahaman. Mahasiswa harus dibckali dengan kemampuan mernbaca
dengan kritis sedini mungkin. Dalam prakteknya, kemampuan membaca dengan
kritis harus dicantumkan utamanya dalam silabus bahasa. Pengajaran kemampuan
membaca dengan kritis harns melibatkan pengajaran lima kematmpuan membaca
dengan kritis dengan kondist bafivwva tingkat kesulitan maten dan teknik
pengajaran harus disesuatkan dengan karal:itenistik siswa.
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