INTERRUPTIONS IN INTENSIVE COURSE GROUP DISCUSSIONS:
THE EFFECT OF GENDER

A THESIS

In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in
English Language Teaching faculty

By:

YOHANNA OMEGAWATI RUMONDOR
1213010029

ENGLISH EDUCATION STUDY PROGRAM
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
SURABAYA
2014



APPROVAL SHEET

(1

This thesis entitled “Interruptions in Intensive Course Group Discussions: The Effect
of Gender”, which is prepared and submitted by Yohanna Omegawati Rumondor, has
been approved and accepted as a partial fulfillment of the requirements for the

Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language Teaching Faculty by the following

advisors:

Second Adwviisor .



APPROVAL SHEET

2

This thesis has been examined by the Committee on Oral Examination with the grade

of on July 7“’, 2014.

M.N. Siti Mifla Tamah. Ph.D.
Chairperson

B. Himawan Setyo Wibowo. M.Hum.
Secretary

Member

Faculty of Teaciler
and Education



m

SURAT PERNYATAAN
PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI KARYA ILMIAH

Demi perkembangan Ilmu Pengetahuan, saya sebagai mahasiswa Universitas Katolik Widya
Mandala Surabaya:

Nama Mahasiswa : Yohanwno OwmegowoH Ruwowndor

Nomor Pokok © 1213010020

Program Studi . Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris — Jurusan Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni
Fakultas . Keguruan dan Ilmu Pendidikan

Perguruan Tinggi . Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya

Tanggal Lulus - Jol 204 a

Dengan ini SETUJU/TEDAK SETUIY™ Skripsi atau Karya Ilmiah saya,

Judul:

s rrupfions m Jntensfve Coyrse 6voup Dircussions
The greect of Bender

Untuk dipublikasikan/ditampilkan di Internet atau media lain (Digital Library Perpustakaan
Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya) untuk kepentingan akademik sebatas sesuai
dengan Undang-undang Hak Cipta yang berlaku.

Demikian surat pernyataan SETUJU/FEDAK SETUIU™ publikasi Karya Ilmiah ini saya buat
dengan sebenarnya.

Surabaya, 13 Jni 204
Catatan: Yang menyatakan,
*) coret yang tidak perfu METERAI J
TEMPEL -

PALAX MEMBANGUN BANGSA
TGL 20

NRP.: 1213010020




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

First and foremost, praises and thanks to Jesus Christ, the Almighty, for his
showers of blessings and wisdom enabling the writer to complete this thesis.
The writer would also like to express her deep and sincere gratitude to:

1. A. Ngadiman, as the first advisor who has been unequivocally supportive
throughout the completion of this thesis by giving excellent guidance and
suggestions.

2. Maria Josephine, as the second advisor who has been incredibly helpful by
giving invaluable advice and meticulous comments which are precious on both
an academic and a personal level.

3. All the lecturers of English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic University
who taught many subjects which were valuable for this thesis.

4. All the students in class C of 2013-2014 Intensive Course who were willing to
participate in this thesis, since without them this thesis would not be possible.

5. Her beloved mother and brothers who are indispensable as they have constantly
supported the writer both spiritually and financially for the completion of not
only this thesis, but also her entire study in the university.

6. Finally, her friends who have always been there for the writer.

The writer is aware that this thesis is far from being perfect. Hence, any
constructive criticisms are deeply appreciated.

The Writer



TABLE OF CONTENTS
APPIOVAL SNEEL (1) ..vvieieiieieee et i
APPIOVAL SNEEL (2) ...t e ii
ACKNOWIEAGEMENES ... re e enes ii
Table OF CONENS ...t Y%
ADSTIACT ... viii
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION
1.1. The Background of the Study .........cccceiieiiiieiieseee e 1
1.2, ThE ProDIEMS ... 6
1.3 THe ODJECHIVES ....cveeiecie ettt 6
1.4 Theoretical FrameworK...........cccooiiiiiiiiiciesee e 6
1.5 The Significance of the Study ..........cccoovviiiiiiic e, 7
1.6 THhe ASSUMPLIONS ...ccviiiieiiicie ettt sae s 8
1.7 The Scope and Limitations of the Study ..........c.ccceeeiviiieve e, 8
1.8 The Organization of the StUdY..........cccceeiiiiiieiii e, 9
1.9 The Definition of KeY TeIMS .......ccoviiiiiiiiciie e 9
CHAPTER Il REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.1 GrOUP DiSCUSSIONS ......eeiiieiiiiiieitie st estie et stee et e e srae e ta e sane s 11
2.2 TUN-TaKING RUIES......ccuiiiie e 14



2.3 The Definition of INtErrUPtionsS ........ccceevevieiicie e 16
2.4 Interruptive and Non-Interruptive Simultaneous Speech ...........cccccoevaen. 18
2.5 The Types of INErrUPLIONS .......ccviiieiicie e 21
2.6 The Functions of INterruptions .........cccecevieeiieic i 22

2.7 Previous Studies of Gender Differences in the Frequency of
INEITUPLIONS ...t be e nre s 23
2.8 Previous Studies of Gender Differences in the Functions of

INEITUPLIONS ...t sae e 24

CHAPTER Il RESEARCH METHOD

3.1 The ReSearch DESIGN .......ccciviiieiiiieie et 26
3.2 The Subjects 0f the StUAY .......ccceeveiiiiicc e 27
3.3 The Data ColECtiON.......ccooiiiiiiiiee e 29
3.3.1 The Research INSrUMENT..........ccooeiiriiiiieieeee e 31
3.3.1.1 The Equipment of the StUdy .........cccocereriiiniiieceee, 31

3.4 The Data ANAIYSIS.....c.oiiiiiiiiieieeee e 32

CHAPTER IV THE FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS

4.1 The Frequency of Interruption AtEMPLS .......cccovvvrieiiiiie e 34
4.2 The Functions of INterruptions ..........cccooeviiinieiinieee e 38
4.2.1 Positive Interruptions in Same-Gender Groups...........ccoovvveeereeneenn. 40
4.2.1.1 Positive Interruptions Adding Ideas or Information........... 40

4.2.1.2 Positive Interruptions Completing Sentences................... 42



4.2.2 Negative Interruptions in Same-Gender GroupsS........ccccceeverveeivennnnn 43
4.2.2.1 Negative Interruptions Irrelevant to the Topic................... 44
4.2.2.2 Negative Interruptions Uttered in Indonesian.................... 44

4.2.3 Neutral Interruptions in Same-Gender Groups .........cccoeeevereeeennenn 46

4.2.4 Positive Interruptions in Mixed-Gender Groups.........cccceevevvevennenn 49
4.2.4.1 Positive Interruptions Adding Ideas or Information........... 50
4.2.4.2 Positive Interruptions Completing Sentences.................... 50

4.2.5 Negative Interruptions in Mixed-Gender Groups ...........ccceevvevenen. 52
4.2.5.1 Negative Interruptions Irrelevant to the Topic.................. 53
4.2.5.2 Negative Interruptions Uttered in Indonesian.................... 55

4.3 The Discussion of the FININGS .........ccoeveiieiiiiecc e 58

4.3.1 Gender Differences in the Frequency of Interruption Attempts ......58

4.3.2 Gender Differences in the Functions of Interruptions.................... 61

4.3.3 Pedagogical ImpliCationS ..........cccooeiiriniiiiieee e 62

CHAPTERYV SUMMARY, CONCLUSION, AND SUGGESTIONS

5.1 SUMIMANY ..ttt ettt nne s 65

5.2 CONCIUSION ...ttt 66

5.3 SUQGGESTIONS ...ttt bbbttt 67

5.3.1 Suggestions fOr TEACNES ..........cccoviriririeieee e 67

5.3.2 Suggestions for Future STUAIes ..........ccvververeriieneere e 67
BIBLIOGRAPHY

APPENDICES



ABSTRACT

Rumondor, Yohanna O. Interruptions in Intensive Course Group Discussions: The
Effect of Gender. S1 Thesis. Faculty of Teacher Training and Education at
Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya, 2014.

Advisors: (1) Prof. Dr. Agustinus Ngadiman (2) Maria Josephine Kriesye S.,
M.Pd.

Keyterms: gender, interruption, group discussion.

As approved by many linguists, males and females have different approach in
speaking. This study explores one of the most well-known findings in the males’ and
females’ different speech claiming that males interrupt females more frequently than
females interrupt males. Specifically, this study is intended to describe the gender
differences in the frequency of interruption attempts and in the functions of
interruptions found in the discussions of class C students of 2013-2014 Intensive
Course of Widya Mandala Catholic University. There are three patterns of functions
of interruptions in this study which are adapted from the pedagogical arguments of
group discussions: positive, negative and neutral.

The data of this qualitative study is collected through non-participant
observation. The interruptions found in the recorded discussions are analyzed to
answer the research problems.

The findings show that both males and females discriminate by gender in
attempts to interruptions by others. Despite the fact that males indeed interrupt more
frequently than females in the homogenous group, both males and females are found
to interrupt the other gender less frequently in the heterogeneous groups. The gender
composition also affects the functions of interruptions. Both males and females
interrupt each other positively in the same-gender groups, but these positive
interruptions drop when they are in the mixed-gender groups.

Taken together, the results suggest that teachers be aware of the negative
inter-gender behaviors and begin to get their students accustomed to working together
with the other gender at earliest convenience.



