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APPENDIX 

ANALYSIS OF TRAITS BY MORAL VALUES 

 

Character’s 

Attribute 

Example or 

Quotation 

The example or 

quotation reveals 

about his character 

Moral Values 

Character’s 

appearances 

He was an old man 

who fished alone in a 

skiff in the Gulf 

Stream (p.5) 

Determined 

 

Courage 

 

The brown blotches 

of the benevolent 

skin cancer (p.5) 

Hardworking 

 

Perseverance 

 

His eyes were 

cheerful and 

undefeated (p.6) 

Optimistic 

 

Perseverance 

 

They were strange 

shoulders, still 

powerful although 

very old, and the 

neck was still strong 

too (p.13) 

Hardworking  Perseverance 

Character’s words No, the old man said. 

You’re with a lucky 

boat. Stay with them 

(p.6) 

Unselfish 

 

Care 

 

I must give him 

something more than 

the belly meat then 

Respectful 

 

Care 

 



(p.15) 

You ought to go to 

bed now so that you 

will be fresh in the 

morning (p.18) 

Loving 

 

Care 

 

I wish I had the boy 

(p.44) 

Affectionate  

 

Care  

 

I’ll stay with you 

until I am dead 

(p.45) 

Ambitious Perseverance 

I could go without 

sleeping, he told 

himself. (p.68) 

Hardworking 

 

Perseverance 

 

God let him jump 

(p.46)  

Religious Respect 

Character’s thoughts He began to pity the 

great fish (p.41)  

Sympathetic 

 

Care 

 

That was the saddest 

thing I ever saw with 

them, the old man 

thought (p.42) 

Loving Care  

 

Then he was sorry 

for the great fish that 

had nothing to eat 

and his 

determination to kill 

him never relaxed in 

Sympathetic 

 

Care  



his sorrow for him 

(p.66)  

If you were my boy 

I’d take you out and 

gamble (p.8)  

Loving 

 

Care 

 

I can do it as long as 

he can (p.45) 

Optimistic 

 

Perseverance 

But today is eighty-

five days and I 

should fish the day 

well (p.34)  

Ambitious 

 

Perseverance 

Now is no time to 

think of what you do 

not have. Think of 

what you can do 

with what there is 

(p.99)  

Determined  Perseverance 

But, thank God, they 

are not as intelligent 

as we who kill them 

(p.55)  

Thankful Respect  

Character’s actions Once there had been 

a tinted photograph 

of his wife on the 

wall but he had taken 

it down because it 

made him too lonely 

to see it (p.11) 

Loving  Care  



He had sung at night 

sometimes when he 

was alone steering 

on his watch in the 

smacks or in the 

turtle boats (p.32) 

Alone  Care  

He knew that this 

was a shark that had 

no fear at all and 

would do exactly 

what he wished 

(p.90)  

Brave  Courage  

He prepared the 

harpoon and made 

the rope fast while 

he watched the shark 

come on (p.90)  

Brave  Courage  

But I will try it as 

long as I have the 

oars and the short 

club and the tiller 

(p.101)  

Patient  Courage  

He had gone eighty 

four days now 

without taking a fish 

(p.5) 

Reliant  Perseverance 

He was rowing 

steadily and it was 

no effort for him 

(p.24)  

Patient Perseverance 



I can control mine. 

But his pain could 

drive him mad (p.78) 

Sacrifice Perseverance  

He’s taken it, he 

said. ‘Now I’ll let 

him eat it well’ 

(p.37) 

Patient Perseverance 

He waited the line 

between his thumb 

and his finger, 

watching it and the 

other lines at the 

same time for the 

fish might have 

swum up or down 

(p.35)  

Optimistic Perseverance 

He took all his pain 

and what was left of 

his strength and his 

long gone pride and 

he put it against the 

fish’s agony (p.83)  

Hardworking Perseverance 

How other characters 

treat him 

Many of the 

fishermen made fun 

of the old man and 

he was not angry 

(p.7)  

Forgiving Respect 

Many fishermen 

were around the skiff 

looking at what was 

Admiring Respect 



lashed beside it and 

one was in the water, 

his trousers rolled 

up, measuring the 

skeleton with a 

length of line (p.110) 

  

 

 

 


