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ABSTRAK 

 

Michael Kay Dharyanto NRP. 1423022016.  Representasi Diskriminasi Kulit Hitam 

dalam Film Two Distant Strangers (2020). Diskriminasi rasial terhadap komunitas 

kulit hitam di Amerika Serikat merupakan fenomena sistemik yang telah mengakar 

sejak era perbudakan abad ke-17 dan terus berlanjut dalam berbagai bentuk 

kontemporer, termasuk kekerasan aparat kepolisian. Peristiwa-peristiwa seperti 

kematian George Floyd (2020), Eric Garner (2014), dan banyak korban lainnya 

memperlihatkan bahwa pola diskriminasi rasial dalam sistem penegakan hukum 

bersifat struktural dan berulang. Film Two Distant Strangers (2020) karya Travon Free 

hadir sebagai respons artistik terhadap realitas tersebut, menggunakan konsep time 

loop untuk merepresentasikan siklus kekerasan rasial yang dialami komunitas kulit 

hitam secara berulang dan tak terhindarkan meraih penghargaan Oscar untuk kategori 

Best Live Action Short Film pada 93rd Academy Awards.Penelitian ini bertujuan 

untuk mendeskripsikan bagaimana diskriminasi rasial terhadap komunitas kulit hitam 

direpresentasikan dalam film Two Distant Strangers (2020). Pendekatan yang 

digunakan adalah kualitatif deskriptif dengan metode semiotika Charles Sanders 

Peirce, yang menganalisis tanda-tanda diskriminasi rasial melalui tiga elemen: ikon, 

indeks, dan simbol, yang kemudian didalami melalui segitiga makna (sign, object, 

interpretant). Unit analisis mencakup scene-scene yang mengandung tindak 

diskriminasi rasial dalam bentuk verbal meliputi dialog, perintah, dan pernyataan yang 

merendahkan serta non-verbal, yang mencakup kekerasan fisik, penggunaan kekuatan 

berlebihan oleh aparat, dan ancaman menggunakan senjata. Hasil penelitian 

menunjukkan bahwa diskriminasi rasial yang direpresentasikan dalam film Two 

Distant Strangers (2020) bukan merupakan tindakan individual yang bersifat 

kebetulan, melainkan cerminan dari sistem kontrol rasial yang tertanam secara 

institusional dalam kehidupan komunitas kulit hitam di Amerika Serikat.  

 

 

 

 

 

Kata kunci: Diskriminasi Rasial, Representasi, Film, Semiotika, Charles Sanders 

Peirce, Two Distant Strangers, Police Brutality, Kulit Hitam, Amerika Serikat 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Michael Kay Dharyanto NRP. 1423022016. Representasi Diskriminasi Kulit Hitam 

dalam Film Two Distant Strangers (2020). Racial discrimination against the Black 

community in the United States is a systemic phenomenon deeply rooted since the 

17th-century era of slavery and continues to persist in various contemporary forms, 

including police brutality. Events such as the deaths of George Floyd (2020), Eric 

Garner (2014), and many other victims demonstrate that patterns of racial 

discrimination within the law enforcement system are structural and recurring. The film 

Two Distant Strangers (2020) by Travon Free serves as an artistic response to this 

reality, utilizing a time loop concept to represent the cyclical and inescapable nature of 

racial violence experienced by the Black community. The film won the Oscar for Best 

Live Action Short Film at the 93rd Academy Awards. This study aims to describe how 

racial discrimination against the Black community is represented in the film Two 

Distant Strangers (2020). The approach used is descriptive qualitative, employing 

Charles Sanders Peirce's semiotic method, which analyzes signs of racial 

discrimination through three elements: icon, index, and symbol, which are further 

examined through the triadic model of meaning (sign, object, interpretant). The units 

of analysis include scenes containing acts of racial discrimination in both verbal forms 

comprising dialogue, commands, and derogatory statements and non-verbal forms, 

which include physical violence, excessive use of force by authorities, and threats 

involving weapons. The results of the study indicate that the racial discrimination 

represented in Two Distant Strangers (2020) is not a series of coincidental, individual 

actions, but rather a reflection of institutionally embedded system of racial control 

within the lives of the Black community in the United States. 
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