CHAPTER |

| NTRODUCT! ON

1.1 Background of the Study

In learning a foreign language such as English,
the Senior High School students should Ilearn 4 skills
namely ; Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing.
According to 1984 Curriculum of Senior High School, among
those skills, reading has an important part in learning
English.? Here, although the reading skill is emphasized
it does not mean that the other skills are neglected.

To Byrnez learning a language is. not only
learning to speak and to read but also learning a set of
skills. The set of skills he means are reading, listening,
speaking, and writing. In the formal teaching, these four
skills should be taught to the students, so at the end of
the study they are supposed to have the ability to wuse
them.

Although writing is one of the foreign Ilanguage
skills which has to be learned by the Senior High School

students, sometimes writing IS considered as an
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uninteresting subject. Almost all the exercises of teaching
writing found in the Senior High School students' reference
book (Active English for SMA and Bahasa Inggris untuk
MA 'e') are copying the paragraphs, changing the names of
persons and cities, and substituting the subjects.®
However, these types of exercises are not interesting and
do not trigger the students' creativity. Therefore, it is
important for the teachers to know how to make the students
interested in writing and how to handle them in order to
make a good composition.
The word ‘'writing' is really familiar to wus.
People need writing not only at school but also in daily
life such as taking messages, taking notes, writing
letters, invitations et cetera. Clouse states that writing'
is really important not only at school but also in
society', she strongly claims,
"If you think writing is a skill you need in
order to succeed in college, you're right. If you
think writing is a skill you need in order to
perform well on the job, you right again.
However, if you think writing is important and
useful only at school and work, you're wrong.
Writing can help you solve problems, work through

confusion, come up with new ideas, and observe
more of the world".+<
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Talking about the same thing Paulston and Bruder

state that

"Skill in writing is a basic necessity in the

academic environment, and even the non academic

student who has no need to write reports and
papers will occasionally need to write letters,
messages, memos, invitations, and the like."8

Writing is also important in learning a language
since learning a language is not a matter of acquiring a
set of rules and building up a large vocabulary, but also
having the ability to use them to understand the language
as well as to produce it in an oral or written way."

In teaching writing teachers have to train the
students step by step, slowly, and patiently since writing
needs a systematic thinking process which can not be taught
in a short time and without practice.?7 The teacher gave
some exercises as practice such as : giving the students a
model passage and asking them to paraphrase it, to write a
summary of it, or to outline it, or they may be given a

reading passage with parts missing and they have to

complete it.® Those exercises seem difficult for students
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especially the Senior High School students because they
have Ilimited knowledge of the target Ilanguage besides
writing skill is rarely taught in SMA.

Thus in this paper, the writer presents a library
research dealing with teaching writing in SVMA. The idea of
presenting this technique appeared when the writer had read
a book entitled ("practice and Progress” written by
Alexander.® In that book he presents a set of questions
dealing with a short paragraph that are planned properly.
The questions become a guidance for the students to make
statements which are based on directly the passage they
have read as well as to gather information they need to
form a composition.

Considering the above facts, in this paper the
writer attemps to offer a way to teach writing that is
suitable for the Senior High School students in order to

help the students in writing an English composition.

1. 2 Statement of the Problenm

As implied in the backgroud of the study, the
problem is "How can a set of well-planned questions help
the teacher teach controlled writing skill in Senior High

School ?'

2L,.G. Alexander, Op. Cit, P. xv



1.3 The Purpose of the Study
In this study, the writer tries to find out:how a
set of well-planned questions can contribute teaching

writing in Senior High School.

1.4 Limitation of The Study

The discussion of the study will concern only
with teaching controlled writing for the SMA Students.

The kind of writing being used is narrative
composition.

The technique being discussed is dealing with
guestions that guide the students in making composition.
The writer concentrates only on
1.4.1. Questions dealing with a reading passage.

1.4.2. Questionsdealing with a series of pictures.
1.4.3. Questions dealing with a dialogue.

1.4.4. Questions dealing with an advertisement.

1.5 Definition of the Kev Term

The title of this paper is "A Suggested
Technique of Using A Set of Hell-Planned Questions in
Teaching Controlled Writing™, suggests the following terms
to be explained

Writing is an action of composing and comitting

to manuscript expression of thought or ideas in written



word .10 To Francis, writing is systematic, visible and
permanent representation of auditory and transient
phenomena of speech.? In addition, to the writer's
opinion, writing means an activity of using words on a page
to communicate to the reader.

According to Paulston, controlled writing is
a composition where, by certain controls, students are
helped to produce a correct composition to the model.2

A sentence is a group of words that makes a
complete statement.12® |t means that a sentence is words
combined by words to form one meaning.

A paragraph is composed of a group of sentences
expressing one central idea.1¢ A paragraph according to
Sanford is a series of sentences that tells about a single
idea, person, object or event.15 In other words a

paragraph is a unit of sentences that represent one idea

about something that is heard or known by somebody

100xford Dictionary, Oxford University Press.

11§y. Nelson Francis, The Structure of American
English, The Ronald Press Company, New York, 1956, P. 433

12Christina B. Paulston and Mary N. Bruder, Qp.
¢cit., P. 207.

13Andrian B. Sanford, Using English Grammar and
Writing Skills, Third Edition, Harcourt Brace, Jovanovich,
1977, P. 67.

14Kathleen E. Sullivan, Paragraph Practice, Third
Edition, Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc., New York, 1976, P.1.

18Andrian B. Sanford, Qp. Cit, P. 126



Guralink says that technique is the method of
procedure in artistic work, scientific activity, etc.18

The questions that the writer means are some
questions based on the material given either factual
questions or yes/ no questions. Those questions should be
complementary to each other so that they will help the

students make a composition.

1.6 Theoretical F——

There are theories underlying this study. They
are theories of writing and theories of controlled writing.

Writing in learning a language is considered as a
means of communication. Yet, the communication is different
from speech. In writing we use our hands to make a symbol
on a page, while in speech we use our mouth to produce
sounds. *7

In communication, then, a writer should
demonstrate his ability to organize the idea in order to be
understood by the reader. Therefore, writing needs
a process of thinking', as Finocchiaro says that writing has

been characterized as written thinking. Students should be
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encouraged to express their ideas, experiences, thoughts
and feelings,h 18

To Ann Raimes, controlled writing is all the
writing students do for which a great deal of the content
and/or form is supplied.1®

The questions used in this technique is a set of
questions dealing with material given to the students
(a reading passage, a dialogue, a series of pictures and an
advertisement). The questions here are designed to elicit
simple statements that will be put together by using
connecting words to join ideas. The ideas are derived from
each material and will be joined together to form a short

paragraph. 20

1.7 Organization of The Thesis
This Thesis consists of 4 chapters. The first

chapter is devoted to the Introduction. The second chapter

will deal with the theory of writing. The third chapter
will present the Technique of Using Questions. The last
chapter will deal with Conclusion and Suggestions.
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