
A STUDY OF SINS AND GUILTY FEELINGS 
IN GRAHAM GREENE'S NOVEL "THE HEARl' OF THE MATTER 

A THESIS 

In Partial Pulfillment of the Requirements 
for the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in 

English Language Teaching 

/No.I'JDU< !U'j'jl/9'} ) 
I~---~· ·---~-·--j 

. ~~-~-~~~·"I --~--·~. L~----1 

. ll..-1'--1 -- I I 
I dGI H i 
i No. BUKU i ., f ''\ 

By: ·,_r 

, 1- I 
NINA NATALIA 

1213094055 
~--~~-----1 

1 ,.:;a+u) 

UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA 

FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 

IURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI 

PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 

DECEMBER, 1998 



.. _, 

This 

FEELINGS 

APPROVAL SHEET 

(1) 

thesis entitled: ~ STUDY Q[ ~ AND 

IN GRAHAM GREENE'S NOVEL~ HEART 

GUILTY 

QE TilE 

MATTER" prepared and submitted by Nina Natalia has been 

approved and accepted as partial fulfillment of the 

requirement for the Sarjana Pendidikan degree in English 

Language Teaching by the advisor: 

Drs. Antonius Gurito 

Advisor 

'' 

i 



APPROVAL SHEET 
' (2) 

This thesis has been examined by the committee on 

oral examination with a grade of ....................... . 

on December 22sd, 

Dr a. 

Chairman 

Dra. M. 

Member 

nica L. Diptoadi, M. So 
·­------------------------------

Dean of the Teacher 
Training College 

ii 

M.Pd 

DR. Agustinus Ngadiman 

Member 

W., M. Pd 
-------------------------
Head of the English 
Department 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

.. 

First of all, the write:r would like to thank God for 

His grace, blessing and help in accomplishing this 

thesis. Without Him, this would never happen. 

In this opportunity, the writer would like to reveal 

her sincere gratitude to Drs. Antonius Gurito, her 

advisor, who has given his great help, guide the writer 

patiently, and encouraged the writer in finishing her 

thesis. Without his efficient help and support, this 

thesis would have never been completed. 

Her gratitude also goes to all lecturers of the 

English Department of Widya Mandala University Surabaya, 

who have taught her during her academic years so that 

she can finish her study at the University. 

Her deepest gratitude also goes to the librarians of 

Widya Mandala Catholic University for lending her some 

books in the process of accomplishing this thesis. 

The writer wishes to express her deep appreciation 

and her gratitude to Romo Robertus Wijanarko, CM and 

Frater M. Anselmus, BHK who has supported, encouraged 

and let her lend some books to finish this th~sis. 

iii 



-.. 

The writer's invaluable gratitude goes to ner be-

loved grandmother, father, sister and brother for their 

prayer, love, support and continuous concern to her in 

finishing this thesis. 

: .J.:.::: L. Lul [JUL. leao.;t., the writer would like to ex-

·:::__; her best friends, 

T.:o,nny 1', Rvina .. Rika, Fe1 Fong, 

Sofia Yenny L, Tiennesia and partner, Singgih P, 

Surya N.W, and Petrus who helped and supported her to 

accomplish writing this thesis. 

The writer 

iv 



ABSTRACT 

Natalia, Nina, 1998. A STUDY OF SINS AND GUILTY FEELINGS 
IN GRAHAM GREENE'S THE HEART OF THE MATTER. SI Thesis, 
The English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic Univer­
sity. Surabaya. 

As human being, we sometimes feel happy and some­
times sad. We are happy when we get our dreams, get 
something from another person, and so on. But we will be 
sad if we get some problems which cannot be handled by 
ourselves. In studying and analyzing a literary work, 
,,e, especially students, can get some benefits, .because 
literary works contains people's values, thought, prob­
lems, and conflicts. Our experience also broadens and 
deepens for literature communicates important experince. 

The ~riter is interested in analyzing a novel in her 
thesis since a novel tells a long story and represents 
real life. The writer chooses Graham Greene, one of the 
most outstanding British novelists, is recognized by his 
competence to put his main characters in complicated 
situation which make them struggle hard to survive. As a 
devoted Catholic, he mostly involves many ideas of his 
faith in his novels. He derives the good and evil deeds 
frr)m religious view. And his preoccupation with human 
sins can be found in one of his best novels, ""The Heart 
of the Matter''. For those reasons, this study tries to 
answer the questions: 1) What sins have been committed 
by the main character? 2) What result happens to the 
main character after he has committed sins? 

To answer tl;pse questions, a practical judic.ial 
crit.icism is applied in this study. This criticism 
concerns with analyzing and explaining the effects of a 
work in terms of its subject, organization and tech­
niques on the critic of individual judgements. 

In analyzing the novel, the writer reads the novel 
several times to comprehend. the story. while reading, 
she also underscores data from the story. The forms of 
the .data can be in words, phrases, sentences, para­
graphs~ dialogue or description. After that the writer 
begins to do the analysis. 

The result of the anal'ysis is that the main charac­
ter, Scobie, who is firstly described as a good man, at 
last commits several sins. As a result, he feels guilty 
towards his wife, his duty, his servant, and most of all 
towards God. Committing those sins and having guilty 
feelings, makes Scobie's life miserably. He can not 
share his burden to someone else, even to his wife. 
Fighting with his own conscience, he finally commits 
suicide. 
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