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5.1 Surrery

This  s tudy d iscusses one of  Tennessee WII I iams,  p lay

entit led suruner and smoke. The sriter uses phenomenol.gy

perspective for her methodol0gy and Barnet, Berman and Bruto

points  of  analyz ing character  as her  s teps guidance to

analyze the play systematicalLy.

To ansner the first probrem statement in the previous

chapter, the writer concrudes that Alma, s rove tosards rlohn

has indeed caused her  to  face her  dounfa l r .  L ike in  many of

his uorks, in Sur ner and Smoke t{i l l iams presents his

character ,  A lma Winemi l ler ,  wi th  1ou wi ta l i ty  deal ing n i th

insanlty betueen mentar and physlcar disturbances as the

resul t  o f  the lonel lness of  rove 's  v ic t im.  Lust  and Love h anre

become the dominant of his characters, weaknesses. Alma

should have realized that ,John cannot

decent  man.  He is  an abandon chi ld ,

be

a

considered as a

rebel l ious and

disrespect  son,  a  person that  is  in  a great  contrast  r r l th  her

own character .  Arma's  ef for ts  and st ruggles to  win the 10ve

of the man she loves, make her undergo a character, s changes

vhlch unfor tunatery cannot  lead her  to  a bet ter  r i fe
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percept ion but  on the contrary  i t  f ina l ly  leads her  to  face

her  dosnfaf f .  In  her  fa i lure and unable to  face the

frustration, Alma then at the end suffers a mental. breakdorm

or face her  dorrnfa l l .

From the second question of the problem statement

re lated to  the main character  n i th  the other  characters,  the

ur i ter  a lso concludes that  ALma's parents and soc iety  a lso

take par t  in  her  dosnfa l l .  In  th is  p lay,  Wi l l lams creates the

pI1ght of the character trapped by her environmentr

loneliness and lack of conununication between the main

character  and her  soc iety .  AIma's  character  in  the p lay is

influenced and shaped by being raised in the rectory nith a

father  uhose reputat ion is  a lways on the l ine.  Being a

preacher's daughter has alvays been a moral burden for Alma

to bear ,  not  to  ment ion her  mother 's  breakdosn condi t ion s i th

dut ies of  a  preacher 's  s i fe  she has to  carry .  In  her

depress ion,  AIma's  creates her  oun I i fe  s ty le  to  escape

hersel f  f rom her  parents '  condi t ion.  Ins ide hersel f  AIma is

torn betueen aspirations of the soul and hungers of the body

but  then her  pos i t ion in  f ront  o f  the soc iety  does not  g ive

her  much chance to choose make her  fee ls  constant ly  moni tored

by the carp ing soc lety ,  vh i le  the soc lety  i tse l f  does not

g lve AIma much chance to be accepted rrith all of her

characters l i fe  s ty le  and percept lon.  F ina l ly ,  be ing

f rust rated v i th  her  parents condi t ion and the soc iety
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re jec t ion  cause A lma to  fa i l  to  ma in ta in  her  sou l  bu t  wanders

he lp less ly  in to  the  arms o f  a  s t ranger .

The uriter reckons by analyzing hli l l iams, play, Sununer

and Smoke, she can h arre better interpretation of the

pra lmr ight 's  message by anaryz ing Alma,s character  in  h is

nork-  The nr i ter  learns that  as a human being,  i t  is  natura l

to  face rove fa l rure 1n l i fe .  A l though rove is  a  sensr t ive

mat ter  and somet lmes i t  is  d i f f lcur t  to  deal  n i th ,  s ince 1t

imro lves fee l ing more than log lca l  th ink lng,  one should.be

strong and abre to endure suffering from the rejected 10ve

unLess her  fee l ing and d isappolntment  n i11 cause a ta tar

resur t -  Love surery can g ive a great  in f luence to  oDe,s t i fe .

r t  can br ighten up,  but  i t  can arso darken one,s l i fe .  one

should not nair over it but shoutd abre to survive and go on

wi th the I i fe .

5.2 Suggcrtiot

Based on the ftndl.ngs of the analysis

characters on Tennessee Will iams, Sumer and

nr i ter  sould l ike to  g ive tso suggest ions.

F i rs t ,  for  the s tudents of  Engl ish

sho would l ike to analyze a play on thelr

suggested that they analyze Tennessee

reason uhy Will iams, work is rrorthy to

Will iams, as one of the modern American

of  the maln

theSmoke,

language department

t hes i s  t op i c ,  i t  i s

Wi l l ians '  work.  The

analyze is because

pla lmr ight ,  in  h is
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work l ikes to  ta lk  about  the fa i lure of  h is  f rag i le

characters nho cannot stand uith the cruelty of the vorld. By

analyz ing WiL l iams'  l i terary  uork,  fe l lor r  s tudents not  on ly

can increase a better l i terary appreciation and vocabulary

improvement of the language in l i terature, but by learning

one's fallure, one can also be arrare and avoid such tragedy

to happen in his or her orrn l i fe.

Secondly, besides l ikes to talk about a sensit ive and

neurot ic  character .  Wi l l iams a lso l ikes to  use s lmbol ism in

h i s  p l ay .  Acco rd ing  t o  Fa I k  ( 19?8 :161 ) ,  i n  h i s  so rk  W i l l i ams

often uses symbolism as an experimental devices. It can be

seen in his plays such asi the fountain and anatomy in

Surmne r and Smoke, the l i tt le glass ornaments in The G1ass

Menagerie, Blanche character in A Street Car Named Desired,

the bird imagery in Suddenly Last Sunmrer and many in his

other pIays. The yriter believes that in analyzing l i terary

nork, although the same play, the topic can be vieved from

di f ferent  angles.  Therefore,  i t  is  suggested for  the fe l lou

students to take symbolj.sn in Tennessee Will iams' play as one

of the chosen toplc in the further study 1n order to enrich

literary work analysis in the English Department of Widya

Mandala.

Finally the uriter realizes that this study might not be

as perfect as expected. Horrever, she really hopes this study

ni l l  be benef ic ia l  to  her  fe l los s tudents.
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