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INTRODUCtr ION

1.1  Background  o f  the  S tudy

Li terature is one subject  matter that  is  very

important because through this.  the students can Iearn

about other cul tures.  Students can improve their

vocabulary and also learn the human uays of l ife and

va1ue. This is conf i rmed by P. curey (19'10: L ' i3)  saying

that good l i terature does not give only factual

knouledge. but also deeper and mo.re valuable ideas,

thoughts and moral  teaching in the society.

Mat teu  Arno ld  and  L i t t l e  (1966 :1 )  say  tha t  men

ahrays f ind l i terature essent ia l  because the l i terature

of a people is the pr incipal  e lement of  i ts  cu] ture.  I t

contains the record of  the peoples'  values. their

thoughts,  their  problens and conf l ic ts,  in short ,  their

uhole nay of Life.

Basing on the st .atement above, the r , r r i ter  chooses

I i terature as a subject  matter for  her s ince by

studying l i terature,  the sr i ter  sould learn about uays
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of l i fe such as,  the struggle of  l i fe,  dreams, feel ings

or emot 'ons in addi t ion to improving her vocabular ies

and gxarunar and ut i l izat ion in language. The language is

na tu re .  F rom the  language  tha t  i s  used  in  the  con tex t ,

r t  can be found the human's issues uhich of ten happen in

ordinary l i fe.  Besides the 1anguage, the r^rr i ter  can

learn about the curture sense and the refr-ect ion of  the

real  sor ld into the l i terary art  r rork.

LJ_terary forms consist of novel, short story, drama

or play and poetry.  In th is study, the r , r r i ter  is  more

interested i -n novel  because the content of  the nover is

longer than the others such as short  story,  drama or

play and poetry.  Besides that,  according to the vr i ter ,

most novels te1l  about human r i fe wi th their  probremat ic

of  l i fe and ho' .  they associate ' r i th other men in society

and hou the society af fects their  vay of  th inking. That

is the reason vhy the ur i ter  chooses a novel  not  the

other forms.

S imon and  Schus te r  (1965 :105)

the novel  is  part icular ly sui ted to

on character of  the passage of  t ime.

say. "The length of

deal rgith the effect

I t  expands in space
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as ueLl-  as in t ime; therefore,  novel  is  decidedly not

meant  to  be  read  a t  a  s ing le  s i t t i _ng . , ,

Kennedy  (L983 :180)  a lso  adds  tha t ,  . .Nove l  i s  a  book

length story in prose. r , rhose author t r ies to create the

sense that,  uhi le we read. we exper i_ence actuaL l i fe. , ,

Besides novel  1s a longer story.  According to Mc.

Cor ru ick  (1987 :16)  ,  "By  read ing  a  nove l ,  the  readers  can

see a lot  of  socj_al  real i ty of  the t ime uhen the storv

1s  wr i t ten .  "

A few students at  Uidya Mandala universi ty know

wel l  about Peat l  S.  Buck. In th is study, the wr i ter

wan ts  to  show Pear l  S .  Buck  and  her  works .  In  pear l  S .

Buclr 's  b i -ography (1975: 6) i t  is  ur i t ten that , 'As an

American novel ist ,  Pear l  S.  Buck uas born in gest

v i rg in ia  in  June  26 ,7892 .  She  spen t  mos t  o f  he r  l i f e  in

China, for  she had been taken to l ive in China by her

nr- issionary parents.  Absolom and Carol ine Sydenstr icker,

s ince she uas a fer . r  months old.  . fh is condi t ion

inf luenced her ideas about the country as she said in

her biography that China is a real  hone. but her mother

countrv is a dream l-and".
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Natural ly,  pear l  S.  Buck r . ras interested to become a

wrJ. ter ,  as Cevasco (L967z4441 ment ions,  . . In her

chiLdhood, pear l  S.  Buck was determi_ned to become a

writer, and the roofs of her titerary career uere

encouraged by her mother and father.  Since she uas ten,

She had ur i t ten her f i rst  story.  \ .The Shanghai Mercury. ' ,

Her inspirat ion r , ras shol l_y Chinesei  fox in her youth she

knew far more about China than she knes about the

country of  her bir th.  The sights,  the smel ls,  the joys.

and the sorrons of  the Chinese people,  their  customs,

their  t radi t ions-al I  g ive real i ty to pear l  S.  Buck's

fi .-r i 'rn ,r

Cevasco  (1967 :440)  adds  tha t  pear l  S .  Buck  had

rrrritten over seventy books, more than 200 articles, and

numerous short  stor ies.

Pear l  S.  Buck, unl ike many other Chinese rrrr i ters,

got an apprecj-at ion of  her work.  cevasco (196?:43?)

states that Pearl S. Buck r.ras auarded the Nobe} prize

for Lj- terature on December 11. 1983. The Nobel Coruni t tee

gave the Pr ize " for  r ich and trul ly epic descr ipt ions of

Chinese peasant J- i fe,  and masterpieces of  b iography.-
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The other -reason that makes the ur i ter  choose pear l

S .  Buck 's  uork .  i s  tha t  the  language  uh ich  i s  used  i s

simple end easy to understand. So, i t  is  hoped the

readers can understand the story.

'E st  g ind: l t 'est  Sind" one of  pear-L S. Buck's uork

is chosen by the wr i ter  uhereas the story te l l_s about a

Chinese broman narned Kuei Lan. She 1ived in old Chi.nese

tradi t ion in which everything arranged by her ancestors

and her parents.  The tradi t ional  Chinese cul ture Lras

implanted deeply j -n Kwei Lan/ in nhich in cul ture

confirmed about how a hrife has to learn horrr tro

cornrnunicate and behave to parents-in-law and husband,

to arrange he-r  fami ly uel l_ and to do other dut ies as a

si fe.  On the other hand, her husband l ived and had a

school  j -n fest  a long t ime ago. He refused uhatever Kwei

Lan/ s mother thought about Ksei  Lan far before Kuei

Lan became his r,rife. He lranted the same position between

a husband and r , r i fe.  I t  meant that  man and uoman had to

have the sane level. In other rirords, Kr,rei- Lan husband's

wanted Kuei  Lan to behave as a modern ui fe.
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interested in East s ind:  fest  Uind

talks about t rgo cul tures.  There are

l lestexn cul ture.

1 .2  s ta tement  o f  the  p rob lem

Related to the background of the

rntends to formulate the statement

follor,r: "ghat cultural contrasts are

Buck's E?st Uind; Uest $ind ?, ,

1. .  3 Obj ect ive

Based on

of the Study

the statement of  the

to find out cultural_

study, the rrrriter

of the problem as

found  in  pear l  S .

problem above, the

contrasts found in

contr ibut ion

tfidya Mandala

about other

also learning

ur i ter  intends

Pear ]  S .  Buck ,s East Uind: gest t r ind.

1.4 Signi f icance of  the Study

This analysis is aimed at  g iv ing some

to the students of  Engl ish Departnent at

Cathol ic Universi ty such as learning

cultures, improving their vocabulary, and

the human uays of l_ife and values.



The ur i ter  a lso hopeful ly encourages other students

to r ' r i te thesis on l i terature.  fn other uords the nr i ter

hopes that l i terature ,o i r r  become more rnterest ino to

the  s tuden ts .

1.5 Scope and Limi_tat ion

In th is thesis the yr i ter focuses on the cul tural

by  Pear l  S .  Buck .
contrast  in Eaqt Sind: Sest gind

This thesis l imi ts i tsel f  to the analysis of  the

main characters.  Kwei Lan and her husband. Both

characters are more dominant than the others in shouino

cul tural  contrast .

1.6 Def in i t ion of  Key Terms

Before coming to fur ther discussion, i t  is

necessary to c lar i fy some terms appl ied in th is thesis.

Novel

Novel i.s

may find

(L i t t l e ,

the longest form of prose f ict j_on, in which rre

most extraordinarily r.ride range of uritinq

1966 :68)  .



Character

Character is a person (or

anthropomorphized animal,  object  or

appears or is referred to in a vork

i l .  1971 :5000)  .

personifi.ed or

dei ty)  rsho acts l

(Car l  E .  Ba in ,  e t .

Character is a person urho is involved

(Hawthorne .  1995  :41)  .

in the story

Set t ing

Sett ing is the t i -me and the prace in nhich an act ion

happens  (Kn ickerbocke l ,  1960 :43?)

Conflict

A conf l ic t

' , I i l ls .  r t

environment,

Culture

is  a  c lash  o f  ac t ions ,  i deas ,  des i res .  o r

nay be man-against_man, man_against_

and  man-aga i .ns t -h imse l f  .  (pemine ,  1966 :59)

Culture is common r , ray of  l i fe.  (Dawson. 1991:11)

Contrast

A person or thing exhibiting difference upon comparison

ni- th another.
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1.7  Organ iza t ion  o f  the  Thes is

This thesis consists of  f ive chapters.  chapter I

deals wi- th the background of  the study, statement of  the

problem, the object ive of  the study. s igni f icance of  the

study. scope and lim-i_tation, definition of key terms,

and organizat ion of  the thesis.  chapter rr  presents the

review o-f  the rer-ated r i terature.  chapter rrr  deals r . r i th

methodology of  the study. Chapter IV is the analysj_s of

the novel .  Final ly,  the concl_usion and suggest ion of  the

study ruiLl_ be discussed in chapter v.




