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CIIAPTER V

CONCLUSION A.[ID SUGGESTIONS

This chapter  consis ts  of  two sect ions.  The f i rs t

sect ion is  the conclus ion in  which a l l  o f  the main point .s

that have been discussed in the previous chapters wil l  be

concluded. The second one is Ehe suggestions that might. be

usefu l  for  Ehe teaching of  reading at  SMU.

5.1 Conclus ion

Reading abil i ty is much needed by SMIJ students but

i n  r a :  l  i  t - r , '  i f  i c  n n f  a . a q r r  f n r  l - h c m  i r . r  . - . \ m y . r r c h c n d  E n c r ]  i  < h
f J  . . v e  e $ v j

wrj .Lr .en texts .  Moreover ,  they of ten get  bored wi th  che

r e a d i  n o  t F ) . f  s  i  n  l - h e i  r  E n c l  i  s h  E e x t b o o k .  T h e  w r i t e r  i s

i n t , e res ted  i n  Ce l cemurc ia ' s  op in i on  abou t  i n t r oduc ing

r r a r i  e l - r r  i n r o  I a a r n i n c r  a e f . i v i f  i e s  t h a t  c a n  m o t i v a t e  t h e4 v g ! . r + . r : ,

scudents to  learn and make the c lass less rout i -ne and more

enjoyable.  She suggests humorous s tor ies as one of  Lhe

var j -e t ies in  Lhe reading mater ia ls .

Using humorous s tor ies as supplementary mater ia ls

i n  r ead ing  comprehens ion  c l ass  i s  bene f i c i a l  t o  f ac i l i t a t e

n  r c l  e r < e d  : t - m n q n h e r c  a n d  e n ' i  o l r m e n t  f  o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  T h i s

wi l l  s t imulate the s tudents to  read and t ry  to  comprehend

the content  o f  reading passage.  Fur thermore,  t .he rout ine
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of  the reading c lass wi l l  be broken and the s tudents '

know ledge  w i l l  i n c rease .  L im  (1 -989 :L5 )  says  Eha t  s imp le

st.ories are invaluable for the teaching of language aE the

elementary and intermediate 1eve1s because they constitute

the most  ef fect ive mot ivat ional  dev ice.  The choice of  the

stor ies in  t ,erms of  the specia l  i -n terest  and l inguis t ic

abi l i t ies of  the learner  is  o f  course imporEanE.  Stor ies

F h a i -  : r r . a  r r n i  r r r r = n l -  h r r m r ' r r n r r c  r -  l  o r z a r  l r n r r c r l , a  l  c r r a n

bizarre,  are ext remely usefu l  for  the teaching of  reading

comprehension.  Moreover ,  she says that  learn ing best  takes

r r ' l  a a a  r ^ r h 6 n  t h o r a  i  c  i  . a r r r r h i - a r  f r r r r  a r l t a r j -  a  i  n m e n f

emo t i ona l  pa r t . i c i pa t i on ,  app l i es  no t  on l y  t o  ch i l d ren  buE

to  eve ryone ,  r ega rd less  o f  age  (L im ,  1989 :17 )  .  The

imporE.ance of  humor in  s tudents '  learn ing is  shown by

Blumenf e1d and Alpern (L986 zL'7'7) . They say that humor

mot ivates the s tudents to  work hard to  reach the i r  goal  .

Humor is  a lso a means to  get  them respect  ind iv idual

d i f ferences and d ivergenE th ink ing,  and is  a  safety  va l -ve

for  tens ion and aqqress ive behavior .

Humorous  s to r i es  w i l l  mee t  s t uden ts '  needs

a F F a r - . -  i r r o l r r  - a n r l  , e n n r n r r r i . a  F o  l  r r  i  f  l -  h o r r  a r o  t ^ r e l  I  d e r r e l n n c r lu r v e r l  q r l s  q l / v ! v v !  r c  u s r j  u r r s j  s e v e r v y v s .

Mos t  s tudenEs '  o f t en  ge t  bo red  when  t hey  mus t  r ead  a  l ong t

m L ^ - '  ^ F - r n  r c e d  i n c r  i - h e  l - F r . t -  , e l  f  h n r r a h  f  h c v  h a V e  n O C
f . / q , > > d . 9 E .  ! l l g v  D I \ J [ ,  J -  s c a \ . a I r l V  u l l t :  L < : z \ \ -  c r r  L r r v \ r y r a  u r r e l ,

g o t  E h e  m e s s a g e  o f  t h e  t e x t .  T h a t  i s  w h y ,  t h e  w r i t e r  l o o k s
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for a humorous story that is short. but it is interesting

and r ich of  cu l tura l  va lues.  IE is  in tended to avoid the

st,udent.s' boredom when readj-ng, give them fun and cultural

knowledge.  In  addi f ion,  the wr i ter  has prepared cu l tura l

j-nf ormation of the humorous story t.hat. wil l  help the

students understand the sEory.  Thus,  the humorous s t .ory  is

f ree f rom ext raneous var iabLes.  A var ie ty  of  tasks wi th

c lear  and complete inst ruct ions have been made to check

the s tudents '  comprehension on Ehe humorous s tory .  This

wi l l  enable the s tudenLs to  do the tasks appropr ia te ly .

Humorous s tor ies const i tu te Lhe most  ef fect ive

mot ivat ional  dev ice s ince they prov ide laughEer,  fun,

a r r l - a r l -  . -  i  n m a n F  . a n d  a m n f  i a n a l  r r a r l -  i  c . i n a t i  c r n  ! { a r \ ^ r a \ / o r  1 -  h e r r
} / s !  L f v r y s

are somet imes d i f f icu l t  to  be understood.  Accord ing to  Fat .

. a n z i  F l  a m m i  n r r  t  1  q R 1  .  4 g  \  r c : d a r q  m : r r  r t n d a r q l - : n d  e r r e r r r  I  i  n cr  e r t q L . f  r l v

of  a humorous passage but  they may not  see what  is  funny

about  i t .  Th is  can of ten happen because humor i -s

cu l tura l ly  based.  l^ Ihat  one country  f inds funny,  anocher

/ . 1 - \ r 1n r - r \ /  mA l r  n^ l -  f  i nd  SO a t  a1 l .  ThUS,  hUmOf  mUSE be

u n i v e r s a l .  r t  s h o u l d  c o n c a i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  n o E  t o o

c u l t u r e  s p e c i f i c  ( C h i a r o ,  1 9 9 2 : 7 0 ) .  A  s e n d e r  a n d  r e c i p i e n E

shou ld  share  the  same knowledge in  o rder  fo r  a  joke  Lo  be

u n d e r s t o o d .  T h a t  i s  w h y ,  i c  i s  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n c s
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to have cultural knowJ-edge before reading a humorous story

that  is  r ich of  cu lLura l  va lues.

fn the teaching of reading comprehension using

humorous s tor ies,  Ehe wr i ter  appl ies three phases of

reading inst ruct ional  act iv iE ies namely.  pre reading,

whi ls t  reading and post  reading.  Before teaching.  she does

some preparat ions such as f ind ing su i tab le and in terest ing

humorous story, preparing Lhe indexical information,

making lesson p1an,  and Ehe last  is  copying the se lected

humorous s tory  complete wi th  the exerc i .ses.  The se lected

humorous s tory  should be in  accordance wi t .h  the s tudents '

' l  
c r r c  l  n f  F n r r l  i s h  n r o f  i  r - i  e n r - r - r .  R e s i  d e q .  i  t  s h o u l d  b es r r Y  f  +  J r l

sui tab le for  the s tudents and i t  j -s  not  too 1ong.

I n  t he  p re  read ing  acc i v i t y ,  t he  w r i t e r  asks  Ehe

students some t r igger ing quest ions and expla ins che

indexica l  in format ion of  the humorous s tory  that  they are

rrn i  nr r  j -^  raad The indexica l  in f  ormat ion g ives t .he
Y v r r a : ,

students cu l tura l  or  h is tor ica l  in format ion that  is  needed

to undersEand the humorous s tory .  Next ,  in  the whi ls t

r e a r i i  n c r  a r - f  i  r z i  r w  t h e  w r i  r e r  a s k s  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s e v e r a i! s q u 4 r r Y q v u r w f u J ,

r r r r e q . r  i  n n e ,  f  h a f  r a € a r  t . \  t h e  c e n e f  a l  i d e a  a n d  s p e C i f  i C\ j u v p  u  r v r r J

in format ion of  the humorous s tory .  The sfudents answer the

. l t p q r i o n s  b w  r r s i n -  r h e i  r  r c a d  i  r . . r  r - o m n r e h c n s  i  o r  s k i l l s  s u c h
9 L r s J L r \ J r r J  v J  q r  r r r : J

: q  r r o r - a b r r  I  a  r r - r  r c . n . t n  i  t  i  o n  a n c l  n a r : r r r a n h  a n a  i  w g i S  .  T h gv  v e q v u l q l l ,  t - s +  ! A : ,  r  q E / . .  $ ^ . e + J



st,udents check the meanings of diff icult words in Ehe

dictionary. Since humor is mostly stated through implied

meanings, the writ,er guides the students to interpret the

impl ied meanings.  By us ing the sk i l1  of  paragraph

analys is ,  the s tudents wi l l  obta in a maxj -mum informat ion

of Ehe humorous story both main points and support. ing

detai-ls thae wil l  enable them to understand the humor of

the story. After the students understand the humorous

story,  they are asked to work in  groups to  rete l l  the

sLo ry  i n  f r on t  o f  t he  c Iass .  A f t e r  t ha t ,  t hey  have  t o  do

indiv idual ly ,  Ehe exerc ises that  have been prov ided by the

t - a . a / . - L a r  E i n . a l l r r  i n  t h a  n . ) q l -  r a a d ' i  n r r  a r - f  i r r i  l - r r  f h a.  r  f  r f 4 r + - I

students have to  d iscuss the funny th inqs and Ehe cul tura l

va lues of  the humorous s tory  in  groups.

Cul tura l ly  humorous s tor ies are recommended to be

used as supplementary mat .er ia ls  in  Ehe teaching of  reading

comprehension at SMU. . nhF  s r r c r r res f  i  on  i s  unde r

considerat i -on Ehat  cu1E,ura11y humorous s tor ies are not

nn lw  a t : l  c  Fo  mo f  i va te  Ehe  sE .uden ts  t o  r ead  bu t  a l so  g i ve

them cu l t u ra l  know ledge .  The  sEuden ts  can  make  use  o f  some

good point .s  in  the l . f /estern cu l ture thac may be va luable

fo r  t he i r  l i ves .  "T ime  i s  Money "  i s  one  o f  t he  examp les

wh i ch  can  mo t i vaEe  che  s tudencs  t o  be  more  punccua l  i n

e v e r v  a c r i v i F , v  r h e w  h a v e .  B e s i d e sv v v r j  s v s : Y - e _ I
i n  c F . 1 r l /  l - a l l  i r, - - - - - r g
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act iv i ty ,  the s tud.ents  can pract ice the i r  speaking and

become more self-confident in expressincr t.hemselves in

front. of others. The sEudents also learn how to work in

groups and solve the problems given by the teacher

together  wi . th  the i r  f r iends.  f t  is  usefu l  for  the i r  soc j -a1

l ives.  By g iv ing humorous s tor ies as supplementary reading

mater ia ls ,  teacher  mot ivates the sEudents to  read,

improves the i r  reading speed,  increases the i r  vocabulary,

and broaden t.hei-r knowledqe.

This  s tudy is  on ly  one of  the many suggest ions.

Hope fu l l y ,  i t  w i l l  be  use fu l  f o r  t he  Eeach ing  o f  r ead ing

at SMU. The writer recommends further researchers to prove

the advantages of  us ing humorous s tor ies as supplementary

mater ia ls  in  the teaching of  reading comprehension at  SMU.

5.2 Suglgestions

At  che end of  th is  s tudy,  the wr i ter  would l ike Lo

g i ve  some  sugges t i ons  t ha t .  m igh t  be  use fu l  f o r  t he

teaching of  reading at  SMU.

l - .  There are two k inds of  humorous mater la ls .  F i rs t  is

cu l t u ra l l y  humorous  ma te r i a l .  I n  t h i s  k i nd  o f  humor ,

t he re  a re  seve ra l  cu l Lu ra l  va l ues  i n  i t  so  t he  reade r

musc  t h i nk  be fo re  t hey  can  l augh  a t  t he  humorous  t ex t .

The second is  ord inary humorous maLer  j -a l - .  Th is  k ind of
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humor has no cultural vaLues. fE only has funny things

that  happen in  people 's  da i ly  l i fe  such as absent-

m inded  peop le ,  peop le ' s  f au l t ,  peop le ' s  a t t i cude  and  so

o n  T h e  n t r r r - r ^ s o  i s  o n I w  f o  m a k e  n e n n l  c  1 e r r r r f l  a n dV . L L j I Y g v ! / f g l g u : , i

re l ieve the i r  Eension.

f f  an SMU Engl ish teacher  uses cu l tura l ly  humorous

maf  e r i  :  I  he  n r  qha  sho r r ' l  d  c r i  r r a  rhe  S tUdenLS an  adVanCev  : J r v v  e

organizer  of  the humorous texE that  Ehey are going to

read.  IE is  i -n tended to g ive the s tudents background

knnw l  pdc rc  rh^  F  r ^ r i  I  I  he l  n  f  hem to  cnmnrehend  f  he  t ex t  .i ! . . v ! ! + v g v v I l v 4 F

On the contrary ,  i f  an SMU Engl ish Eeacher  uses

ord inary humorous mater ia l ,  he or  she can d i rect ly  ask

the s tudents Co read the text  wi thout  g iv ing chem an

a d r r a n n o  r r r r r a r r i  z o r

When the s tudents are reteLl - inq the humorous Lext ,  the

t . eache r  shou ld  no t  co r rec t  any  m is takes  d i r ec t l y .

lnstead,  he or  she should l is ten and note down the

mistakes that  the s tudent .s  made Lo be d iscussed at  the

end  o f  t he  l esson .

To  mo t i va te  s tuden ts '  i n t e res t  i n  r ead ing ,  t he  Leache r

can  ask  t he  s tuden ts  t o  l ook  f o r  o the r  humorous  t ex t s

i  n  r l  i  '  r  l  r l  r  r  :  l  l  \  /  ( \ r  ' i  r T  . r F n t t n q  a q  r h e i r  , e s q i o n m e n r s  t h a Cr u q q r r ] ,  Y r v u t , J

w i l l  b e  d i s c u s s e d  i n  E . h e  r e a d i n g  c l a s s .  T h i s  i s  a i m e d

to  encourage the  s tudents  to  be  ac f ive  and c rea t i -ve  rn
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the teaching learning process and

comprehension abi l iEy on reading,

increases the i r

4.  In  a reading c lass,  iE is  betcer  for  SMU Engl ish

teachers not  to  pay too much at tenLion in  d iscuss ing

the vocabulary and the st.ructure of the reading

passage.  The most  impor tant  Ehing is  t .hat  the s tudents

get  the idea of  the passage.
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