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CITAPTER I

TMTRODUCTION

1.1 Background, of the Study

Reading is a very importanE skil1 in learning a

l anguage .  Gu r rey  (1970 :113 )  s ta tes  t ha t  r ead ing  i s  one

of  the sk i l l -s  o f  increasing the pupi l 's  knowledge of  che

language.  By reading,  the pupi l  meets the new ideas,

acqui res facts  and in format ion about  a var ie ty  of

subjects ,  learns about  the l ives of  o ther  people and

about  l i fe  in  other  Iands,  enr iches h is  mi-nd and

imaginat i -on wi th  new and s ign i f icant  ideas and

a v r r a r i  a h a ' a <

Concern ing readinq in  an Engl ish fore ign language

c lass room,  Eskey  (as  quo ted  by  Ca r re l I ,  1988 :1 )  says

r h e t  f o r  m ; n \ . r  q t - l l . l p n l - s  r c a d i  n a  i  c  l r r r  f  a r  l .  h e  m o s t

impor tant  o f  the four  sk j -11s in  a second language,

r r a r F i  n r r l  - : r ] r , r  i n  F - ^ 1  i ^ L  - -  -  ^ ^ ^ . \ n A  n r  € n r a i n n  I - a^ . .  . : n g r r s n  a s  a  s e c c . ^ *  - -  l v r v 4 : , . .  - * n g u a g e .

Cer ta i n l y ,  i f  we  cons ide r  t ha t  t he  s tudy  o f  Eng l i sh  as  a

f  ore i  crn I  annrracrc around the wor ld  -  the s i t .uat ion in+ $ . r : , u g : , v

wh ich  mos t  Eng l i sh  l ea rne rs  f i nd  chemse l ves  -  r ead ing  i s

the main reason why scudents learn the language.

I n  I ndones ia ,  l i ke  i n  o the r  Eng l i sh  f o re i gn

l : n r r r r : c a  r ^ n r r n r r i  a q  r a : r l  i n r l i  q  r r i  \ / a n  m a l r a  o m n h e q i* -^s among

o the r  l anguage  sk i 11s .  I n  acco rdance  w iEh  che  1994

Eng l i sh  cu r r i cu l um,  t he  u l t ima te  goa l  o f  t each ing



Enqlish at SMU is to make SMU graduates have reading

abil i ty that enables them Lo comprehend information from

Engl ish wr i t ten text  we1l .  I t  is  due to  the fact  that

SMU graduaLes,  who cont inue the i r  s tud ies at  un ivers i ty ,

are expected to  be able Eo in fer  impor tant .  in format ion

f rom thei r  re ference books that  are most ly  wr i t ten in

r i nqJ_1sn .

A l t hough  Lhe  teach ing  o f  Eng l i sh  a t  SMU

emphasizes on the impor tance of  reading,  the real i ty

shows that  most  SMU students s t i11 can not  comprehend

Eng l i sh  passages .  The  w r i t e r ' s  expe r i ence  when  she

carr ied out  the teaching pract ice at  SMUK Santa Agnes

also te l - ls  that .  many students s t i l l  found d i f f icu l t ies

in  comprehending Engl i -sh textbook and reference books.

When they read a text ,  i t  is  hard for  them to get  the

message of  the text .  I t  a lso happens to  some SMU

graduates who cont inue the i r  s tud ies at  h igher

educa t i ona l  i ns t i t uc i ons .  They  a re  s t i l l  poo r  i n

comprehend ing  Eng l i sh  books .  Re tmono  (1980 :195 )  s ta tes

tha t  i t  i s  a  f ac t  t oday  t ha t  i ncom ing  un i ve rs i t y

students who have had s ix  years of  Engl ish at  the

seconda ry  l eve l .  sL i l l  can  no t  comprehend  passages  i n

Eng l i sh  l i ke  s tanda rd  t . ex tbooks  i n  va r i ous  d i sc i p l i nes .

As  s ta ted  bv  F inocch ia ro  (19 ' l  4 : ' 1 ' 7  )  t hac  i n  o rde r

t - n  h a l n  q ! - r t d e n r q  r - n m n r e h e n r l  t h e  w r i t t e n  m a E e r i a l  i n  t h ee v  r l e  r ! /

t e x E  w e  a r e  u s i n g ,  w e  s h o u l d  g i v e  t h e  k n o w l e d g e  a n d



abil i-ty to read ot.her material with ease and enjoyment.

What is meant by other material here is t.he materj-a1

outs ide the textbook.  fn  l ine wi th  th is  idea,

Celcemurc ia ( l -984:5)  says that  in t roducing var ie ty  in to

learn ing act iv i t ies wi l l  arouse external  mot ivat ion.  I f

the leacher  can use some var ieL i -es in  each lesson,  the

c lass wi l l  be more enjoyable and less rout ine so the

students wi l l  be moEivated to  learn.  Both ideas above

encourag:e t rhe wr i ter  to  in t roduce humorous scor ies as

one of  the var ie t ies of  reading mat .er ia l  .

Us ing humorous s tor ies as supplemencary mater ia ls

in  reading comprehension c lass is  benef ic ia l  to

fac i l i ta te a re laxed atmosphere and enjoyment  for  t .he

students so they wi l l  have st ronq mot ivat ion in  reading.

Thr : s  t ha rz  w i I  I  t r \ t  l - r r  r - amnrahapd  the  Con ten t  o f  t . hee  r  r e l '  v -  J

reading passage.  Fur thermore,  the rout ine of  the reading

class wi l l  be broken and bhe sEudents '  knowledge wi l l

j - nc rease .  G ro t j an  (1957 :11  s ta tes  t he  impo r tance  o f

humor  as  f o l l ows :

o f  emoL ions .  IE  i s  based  on  gu i l t  f r ee  re l ease  o f
"Humor can be r r c a d  | -  ̂  a L n r o c c  . a n  r r n o n d  i  n r r  r r . a r i  o l .  r r

aggrress ion,  and any re lease makes us perhaps a
l j -cc1e bet ter  and more capable in  understandi -ng one
anoche r ,  ou rse l ves ,  and  1 i f e .  Wha t  i s  l ea rned  w i t h
humor is  learned wel l .  Humor g ives f reedom and
f r e e d o m  g i v e s  h u m o r " .

T h e  b e n e f i c i a l  u s e  o f  h u m o r  i n  s t u d e n t s

i s  s h o w n  b y  B l u m e n f e l d  a n d  A l p e r n  ( 1 9 8 6 : I ' 7 ' 7 \ :

' I  
a :  rn  i  n r r



"Humor can have posi t ive ef fects  upon st ,udents '
learning conditions. When the learning material or
the teacher 's  explanat ion on the mater i -a1 is  not
easy to  grasp,  less c lever  s tudents wi l l  fee l
themselves "s tupid"  and stop ask ing quest ions.
These sLudents fear  that  the i r  c lassmates wi l l
laugh at  the i r  "s tup id"  quest ions.  The use of  jokes
wiL l  create a more re laxed s i tuat ion so thrat  a  less
c lever  group is  not  d iscouraged to get  themselves
involved in  the d iscuss ions.  Humor mot ivat .es the
students Lo work hard to reach their goal . Humor is
a lso a means to  get  Ehem respect  ind iv idual
d i f ferences and d ivergent  th ink ing,  and is  a  safety
valve for Eension and aggressive behavior" .

Reading needs pract ic ing.  rn  accordance wi th  th is

sLatemenL,  Palmer 11,974:33)  says that  one of  the

teacher 's  task is  to  encourage t .he s tudenLs to  read as

much as poss ib le  because there is  a  s t r icE l j -mie to  what

can be achieved dur ing the c lass t ime.  Since humorous

stor ies are j -nEeresEing and enjoyable,  i t  w i l l  s t i -mulat .e

the sLudents to  read more and i t  w i l l  t ra in  tbe i r

comprehension abi l i ty  on reading.  As a resul t ,  i t  w i l l

pe easJ-er  ro r the s tudents to comprehend . a  n \ r  a ! i h a r

r e , a r { i  n r - r  m a t c r i a l  ^  ^ - F 1 "  t . h e  a i m  o f  1 9 9 4  S M U!  s a . \ - r r r r v  r 4 r 5 .  \ - ( J r r s c ( : [ L r e r l L - L y  t

Engl ish  cur r i cu lum wi l l  be  ach ieved.

R e a l i z i n g  t h a t  g i v i n g  t h e  s t u d e n t s  s u p p l e m e n t a r y

read i -ng  mater ia l  ou ts  j -de  the  Lex tbook  is  benef  i c ia l

i  n  ' i  mn rn rz  i  n r r  t he  S  tuden ts  '

a L r i  I  r  t - r z  r h e  w r i t e r  d e c i - d e s4 v , 1 '  e  
I  I

enc i t l ed :

read  i  n r r  r - omnrehens ion

t o  w r i t e  t h i s  t hes i s

" U s i n g  h u m o r o u s  s  t o r i e s a q  q n n n l e r n { 3 n f a r v  m a t e r i a l s

r h c  r F ^ . h i n o  o f  r c a d i  n r r  r - o m n r e h e n s i o n  a t  S M U "

1 n



L.2 Statenent of the probleu

Based on the reason expla ined in  the background

above,  th is  s tudy is  in tended to answer the fo l lowing

ques t l ons :

How can humorous stories be used as supplementary

mater la l -S in  the 1-o: r .h  i  nr r  a f  raading comprehensiOn at

SMU?

1

2.

T h a  e ' r h  n r . ^ , 1 - ,  1 6 n i c  2 r . 1  . c  f , ^ , 1  L , l , -r l l s  . f  i / , r J  P l - \ r r J {v r . { v  , r - r r ^ r ' vvJS  !

I{hat kinds of hu[' lorous stories shou]-d a teacher

as supplementary mater ia ls  in  the reading c lass?

What steps shoul-d a teacher take to teach

mater ia l -s?

g]-ve

these

1.3 ObJectlve of tbe Study

Derived from the problem stated al-.,olie, the main
object ive of  th is sr-udv is to f ind cut  :

How humorous stories can be used

mater ia ls  in  the teaching of  reading

SMU.

The main objective above can

object ives which are to  c lescr ibe

as supplementary

comprehension at

d iv ided in to two

suk)

1 . The k ind of  humorous s tor ies a teacher  should g ive

as supplemen+,-ar i /  mater ia ls  in  the reading c l -ass.

The  s l eps  a  t eache r  shou ld  t ake  t o  t each  t hese
b - + ^ - i  -  l  ^
ILLCL Lg l- -LCl r 5 -



1.4 Sigmificance of the Study

The resul t  o f  th is  s tudy is  expectec i  to  g ive a

contr ibut ion to  the teaching of  reading at  SMU by us ing

humorous s tor ies so SMU Engl ish teacher  can create a

new, f resh,  and in terest lng atmosphere to  the reac l lng

c lass in  order  to  mot ivate the s tudents to  read any

other  reading mater ia fs  on the i r  own.

in  addi t ion,  s ince humorous s tor ies are cu l tura l - ,

the s tudents can fearn the cu l ture in  the s tor ies.

Furthermore, they carr make use of some qood point.s in

Western cu l ture that  may be va luable for  the i r  1 ives.

1.5 Theoreti.cal Franework

In  t h i s  s t udy ,  t he  w r i t e r  uses  t he

theo r i es :

ReaCrr-rq Coinprehens-i.on

f n l I n w i n r Y

The teaching of  reading comprehension is  one of

the theor ies in  reading that  is  requi rec i  to  get  the

resul t .  o f  th is  s tudy.  In  ch is  s tuc iy ,  the teachinq of

readj -nq comprehension involves a two-stage process,  that

is  pre- teaching or  oreparat ion s tage ancl  comprehension

stage which inc ludes sk imming and scanning.  In  pre-

teaching s t .age,  advance organlzer  is  used to  g ive the

students pr ior  knovr ledge before reading the text .

Comprehension stage invoLves skimming and scannj_ng

process in which the st,udents searci-r quickly for general

iciea and specif ic j,nformation in order to comprehenci the

text  to taI Iy .  In  comprehension s tage,  the s tudents use

severa l -  reac l ing comprehension sk i l ls  such as vocak 'u larv



recogni t ion anci  paragraph analys is .  The stuc ients  check

the meaning of  <f i f f icu l t  words in  rhe d ic t ionary s iuce

i t  prov ides the exact  meaning of  words.  fn  ac id i t ion,  by

us ing  t he  sk i l l  o f  pa rag raph  ana l ys i s ,  t he  s tuden ts  f i nd

the  t op i c ,  ma in  i dea ,  ma jo r  and  m ino r  s r . r ppo r t i ng  de ta l l s

o f  t he  t ex t .  To  check  t he  s tuden ts '  conp rehens ion  on  t he

text ,  teacher  develops a var ie ty  cr f  exerc lses whose sole

r i m  i a  . : n h r n n i  n r r  * ^ ^ . - l i  n *  ^ l . i  l  I  -q . t . . r r l  r r  t ; r r r l c l l l \ - r r r g  r E i a L r l . r r g  D r L I i i > .

Mater ial s Developntent

Dwye r  ( 1984 :8 )  suqges t s  t en  po in t s  f o r  c i eve l_op ing

e f f ec t i ve  ma te r i a l s  as  f o l - l ows :

1 ,  The  p r . r r pose  o f  eve ry  ma te r i a l  sho r_ t lC  he  connec tec l  t o

t he  rea l i za t i on  o f  u l t ima te  p rog ran  goa I s .

2 .  The  pu rpcse  o f  des ign ing  ma te r i a l s  sh - . u f  d  be  c l - ea i

a i :d  uniLed -

3.  A11 mater j -a ls  should use natura i  EngiJ-sh.

4.  l ' la ter ia is  shouid have tasks wi th  c lear  and compiete

i ns t ruc t i ons .

5.  Wel l -des iqned mater ia ls  are

w i t h i n  each  t ask .

cons ] .s ten t i  n  d a q i  r r n

6  T l - r o  l o n n t h  ^ f  t h e  f n a t e f i a l s  S h o r r l . - l  ! r  c _  : i 1 l - r r n n r i  a t e .- ' . *  * " . . Y  ! - v  u t - ; F : r ' v P ! a c

7.  l ' la ter ia ls  should be f ree of  contani inat ion.

E .  Mat .er ia l -s  must  be cLear .  I t  ioes not  leave the

students guessi -nq what  the teacher  wants.

9.  Mater ia ls  are wr i - t ten by empioy i -nq a var ie ty  of

f  o n h n  i  r r r r a q

10.  Mater ia ls  shou ld  use  adequate  pr in ted  and human

16 e1 \ t1  Y . r r6  <



I n  add i t i on ,  P rabhu  (1989 :6? )  says  t ha t  ma te r i a l s

represent  a se lect ion of  cer ta i -n  coqni t i -ve anci  cu l t .ura l

content ,  as wel - l_  as a demanci  for  i inquis t ic  e f for t  a t  a
cer ta in  level - .  Th is  idea encouraqes the wr i ter  to

suggest  humoror . rs  s tor ies as supplementary reac l ing

mater i -ars  s ince they are cur tura l -  -  Fur thermore,  humorous

stor ies have been developed based on Dwyerr  s  ten points

fcr  developj -ng ef fect ive mater ia fs .  Fur ther  exp. l -anat ion

w i l l  be  p resen ted  i n  Chap te r  I f .

Humorous Stories

Acco rd ing  t o  L im  11989 :15 ) ,  s imp le  s to r i es  a re

lnvaf  r , rah l l -e  for  the teaching of  languaoe at  the

elementar l '  and in termediate fevels  because they

constr tu te the murst  e f  fect . ive mot ivat ronal  derr ice.  The

cho i ce  o f  t he  s to r i es  i n  t e rms  o f  t he  spec ia l  i r r i e res t

anci  l inguis t  j_c abi l_ i i ies of  the learner  j -s  o f  course

important .  Stor ies that  are poiqnant ,  f runorous,  c lever ,

unusual ,  even b izarre,  are ext remeJ-y usefu l  for  the

teaching of  readino comprehension.  Fur thermore,  she savs

tha t  t he  bas i c  p r i nc i p l e  t ha t  l ea rn i nq  h .es t  t akes  r l f ace

when there is  laughter ,  fun,  enter ta inrnent ,  ernot ional

par t ic ipat . ic - r r l r  appl : .es not  ont l '  to  ch i ldren but  to

eve ryone ,  r ega rd less  o f  age  (L i r n ,  1989 :1? ) .

Hurnorous s tor ies const i - tu te the most  ef fect ive

mot i -vat j -onai  dev ice s ince they prov ide laughter ,  fun,

enter ta inment ,  and emot ional  par t ic ipat j -on.  l iowever ,

they are somet imes d i f f icu l t  to  be understood.  Fat  and

F lemming  (1981 ;49 )  say  t ha t  hnmorous  passaqes  a re



somet imes d i f f icur t  to  read.  They re ly  heavi ry  on the
use of  words as in  the fo l " Iowinq examp]e:

" I  am f i rm;  you are obst inate;  he is  a  p iq-headeci

foo l "  .

Th i -s  famous l - ine bV Ber t ranc l  Russel l  po lnts  out

the d i - f ference in  the emot ional  meanings of  wo.ds verv

wel- l - .  Besides,  readers must  draw upon the i r  knowledge cr f

recent  events io  apprec late ihe loke such as pol i t . ica i

humor. They raay uncierstanci every l ine of a humorous

passage but  tLrey may not  see what  1s funny about  i t .

Th is  can of ten happen because humor is  cu l tura l ly  based.

What  one country  f inds funnl r ,  another  countrv  mav nor

f l nc l  so  a t  a l l .

Thus.  humor must  be universal .  Humor i -s  cn l_rr

successfu l -  i f  the sr tuat io i r  deprcted is  nct  tc_ 'o  cuf ture-

speci - f  ic .  Chiaro (  1992:  10 )  says ihat '  r . ihen ) rur r icr  1s ico

cul ture-speci f ic ,  j - t  - : i l l  not  be seen as amusinq outs j -c ie

the cu l ture of  or ig in .  I t  therefore fo l - lows that  i f  a

j oke  con ta i ns  a  s i t . ua t i on  wh i ch  i s  heav i l y  cu r t u ra l l y

or iented.  i t  too wi l l  not  t ravel  we]1.  Fur ther

exp lana t i on  w i l l  be  p resen tec l  i n  Chap te r  f f I .

1 .6 Scope an{  L imi t3 t isn

Bej-ng awa.re of hoit broa,l the iopj.c of this study

w i l l  be  and  t he  l im i t ed  t ime  g i ven  t o  f i n i sh  i t ,  t he

wr j -Ler  th inks i t  is  necessary to  i imi t  the scope of  the

study.  In  th is  s tudy,  the wr i ter  on ly  takes one of  the

textual  humor forms that  1s , 'shor t - text  jokesrr  as the

examples in  the presentat ion of  teaching reading
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comprehension through humorous s tor ies.  This  k ind of
humor is  su i tab le wi th  the levei  o i  i l re  rh i rc i  year

students of  SMU s ince i t  onJ_y consis ts  of  one or  more
paragraphs and the top ic  is  in terest inq for  the

stuc lents .

L.7 Research lGthodo.logy

This  s tuCy is  done through J. ibrary resea.rch.

Consequent ly ,  the conclus i -on of  i t  is  not  tested j_n the

f  ie l -ds.  To obta in the necessary in format ion,  the wr : - ter

has read severa l -  books anci  o t .her  k inds of  re levant

sou rces ,  conc luded  t hem and  used  t hem i n  he r  s t u ,Cv .

1.8 Defl-nltlon of the Key TerD,s

To g i -ve the readers a c lea j r  p lc tute ._- f  what  the

wr i ter*  is  go lng to  d i -scuss and to  avc i -d r r i i -sunder*standing

or  mis in terpretat ion,  the wr i ter  fee1s l t  1s necessarv

to c ie f j -ne the fo l lowinq terms used in  t i - r ls  s tuc iv :

Humor

H t lmo r  1s  t ha t  q r . r a l i t y  o f  ac t i on ,  sF \eech ,  o r  w r i - t i ng r

wh i ch  exc i t es  amusemen t ;  t he  f acu ) - t y  c f  pe rce i v i ng

wha t  i s  1ud i c rous  o r  amus ing  o r  o f  exp - i ess rng  i  t  i n

speech ,  r v r i - t i ng ,  o j :  c t he r  compos i t i on  (Ox fo rd

EngJ -J - sh  D i c t i ona ry ,  1961 :453 )  .

Humorous

Humorous 1s havi -nq or  character ized by humor;  funny,

laughaLrJ-e, '  comical  (The Her i taqe I l lust rated

D ic t i ona ry  o f  t he  Eng l l sh  l , anguage ,  1975 :641 ) ,

2.
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?  c + ^ * , ,
rJ L \rl- v

Storv i ,s  a  form of  wr i t ing in  which characters and

even ts  i n f l uence  each  o the r  (Kennedy ,  1991 :526 ) . I n

th i s  s t udy ,  t he  w r i t e r  cons ide rs  humorous  s to r i es  as
i  n f  o r o < f  i  n n r ead ing  ma te r i a l _s . however, the

students can only share humor if thelr h31's already

shared the h is tory  or  harre understood the wav of

i n te rp reL ing  t he  expe r i ence .

Supplementary mater ia l

Accorc i i r - rg  to  Dick and Carey ( i9?8:5)  ,  i t  re fers  to

modules  wh ich  are se l f -con ta ined or s e l  f -

i -nst ruct ional  un i ts  of  inst ruct ions that  hawe

integratec l  theme*s,  prov ic les s tnc ients  wi th  in format i_on

neeCed  t o  acc ru i r e  spec i f i ed  know ledge  and  sk i _ l _ I * . ,  and

serve as the conponents e-r f  a  tc ta l  curr i  cu l_um.

Acccrd. ing tc  Lhe wr i ' .er ,  s  r ipp l -er ret tarV n iater  j .aL i  s

the addi t ional  reading mater ia l  outs ide the textbook.

R.eaci inq Comprehension

Acco rd inq  t o  Dav id  L .  Shepe rc i  ( 197? :B ) ,  i t  i s

reading wi th  fu l l  understanding to  ob, ta in  a maximum

informat ion of  a  text .  To show thei r  Lrnc iers tanding,

the readers shculd be abl_e Lo re-express fhe content

o f  t he  read ing  t ex t .Read ing  comprehens i cn  i n  Lh i s

s l udy  i s  a  r ead ing  ac t i v i t y  t ha t  t he  s tuden ts  have

to read thoroughly  in  orc ier  to  understand the

humorous s tory  by making appropr ia te connect ions to

the knowledge they have known or  possessed,
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1.9 Orgianization of ttre Study

This s tudy consj_sts  of  f ive chapters.  Chapter  one

is  in t roc iuct ion,  chapter  two deals  wj . th  the nature of

reading,  chapter  three presents the nature of  humor,

chapter  four  is  the teachinq of  readinq comprehen-s ion

using humorous s tor ies and chapter  f ive is  conclus ion

and  sugges t i ons .


