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ABSTRACT

Erv  husumawatl, @& Character Study of Hester Prynne's
Husband in Nathaniel Hawthorne’'s *"The Scarlet Letter".
Z-1 thesis. Unika Widva HMandala. Surabavya, 1998. fAdvisor:

{1li Drs,. antomniuzs Gurito.

kv words: Character and Characterization, The Lesch.
Revenge., and abhsz=clution.
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The main function of literature is for wunderstanding
arnd communication, i.e., to find meaning in the worid and
to express it and share it with others. One form of liter-
ature iz Tiction, as The Scarlet better comes under the
Torm of the story, as "a made—up story"”, which sometimes
shows a close relation betwesesn fact and fiction. Etvmoloog-
ically both are derivatives of Latin words which have the

zame meaning: "Tact” comes from "facere” means  "to make”
cr "do', "fiction” comes from “"Tingere" means “to make" or
"shape". "Fact" iz assooiated with "reality” and  "truth',

¥

"fiction," is consorted with "unreality" and  "falsehood.”
Thus, fiction itself has a real esuistence, and the
reader s experience of fiction is umreal, though it hasg
some resemblance to life. ‘

The writer thus has chosen a novel for her analvsis
due to one valid end, that iz to prepare herself for her
part in the literary experisnce of Mathaniel Hawthorne to
the enrichment of lifte. The choice fTalls on the author
Mathaniel Hawthorne, who called The Scarlet Letter "not &
novel but s romance" through which he "wishes to claim &
certain latitude. in other words, to raise bevond the grim
and strict reality of the Furitamic world of Salem as  the
setting of The Scarlest Letter.

The author s use of language has succeeded in enrich-
ing the writer 1n understanding the experisnces of Hester
Frynne, Arthur Dimmesdale, Fearl, and Roger Chillingworth
in  the world of the New England Furitane of EBoston with
thelir Furitanic characters of self-sacrifice, percsistency,
honesty  amd wnswerving lovalty lezad to their intolerancs
of cthers. Thelir belief in man s nature of zinfulness such
az murder. robbery, adultery should be Ypurified"” without
compassion,., Tforgiveness a&and be punished for the whole

0
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e. Tor instarnce. 0 wear a letter on his or her cloth-
which identified his or her crime, as in the cass of
ter the letter "A" for "Adulterv™.

The religicus enthusiasm of the FPuritans with their
strict enforcement of the laws set forth in the Bible has
caused the sinnsrs {Hester and Arthur Dimmesdale) and the
fruit of their sin (Fearl) and the revengaful husband
{Roger Chillingworth) to undergo severe physical as  well
as mental sufferings through their life. Each characier is
equipped by the author with clear portraval of their
characterization, showing their development in  achieving
their goals. They become fully developed and a different
character at the end of the storvy.

The writer is of the opinion that choosing this novel
as her data source for thesis analysis is a reaspnable way
to bring cut a light on the undersztanding of how Chilling-
worth, as Hester Frvynne’'s husband, called "the leech”
carries out revenges on Dimmesdale, as Hester’'s lover, and
how Dimmgsdale obtains absoclution as revealed in the
story.

The problems for her analvsis are:

{1} How Roger Chillingworth’'s character is, (2} Why
and how Roger Chillingworth carries out revenge, (33
Why FRoger is called "the leech”,and, (4} How Arthur
Dimmesdale obtains absclution.
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Thez research design is & qualitative research stress-
5 on phenomenological model, and it emphasizes on the
uwnderstanding and meaning through verbal narratives and
observations. It is also a descriptive study which simply
describes or documents a phenomenon being studied. In this
study the writer deals with the description of the charac-
ters 1n relation with other characters of thne novel, YThe
Scarlet Letter" written by Nathaniel Hawthorne as the
source of data.
In collecting and analyzing of the data on  the

il

tharacters, revenge and absolution. the writer takes the
following steps: first, identifying and describing Roger
Chillingworth’'s character: second, describing how he

carries out revenge on Arthur Dimmesdale; third., Roger
Chillingworth' s scheme of revenge by becoming “the leech™:
and, fourth, the character Arthur Dimmesdale cbtains the
absplution he is seeking for, In  describing botk  the
revenge and absoluticn, the writer tries to describe the
origin. the development, and the solution by tracing down
the characters’ speech, actions, intertions in the inter-—
agtions with other characters in the novel.



The Tindings of the analvsis are as Tollows:
First, Roger Chillingworth = mental wickedness of

character, his physical detTiciences, his intelligence and
hiz experience in the art of medicine are some of the
factores that support his carrving out the revenge. As

Hester ' s legal busband, Roger has the rights teo claim  her
faithfulrness and love as well az the responsibilities on
her  adultery and infidelity in her relation with Arthur
Dimmesdale.

Second, in carrving out the revenge on Arthur Dimmes-
dale, Hester' s lover, Roger has made use of his intelli-
gence and experiences in the medical art as an effective
means  to play the role of phvsician. Hester” pErsonality
of strong promise in keeping her husband’'s  identity 1is
also an intluential factor for Roger' s revenges. Her plea
that FRoger would stop his revenge on  Arthur has  been
reiected since FRoger iz evil by character which will never
degerve her love.

Third., his schems of revenge has worked perfectly
well without anvbody s moticing his illwill and evil plan
by mlowly putting S&rthur under mental and phy=aical stress
and sufferings. Roger deserves to be called “the lesch" as
he  becomes Arthur’s physical physician and mental killer
at the same time.

Fourth, the minister Arthur Dimmesdale who has  vowed
celibacy has broken the vow and committed a deadly sin
with the conseguences of executing pernance and obtaining
absolution. Besides his physical advantages and youth and
his mental weakness of cowardice and seclusion, azs well as
his intelligence and professional role among his parish-
ioners and community, Hester' s herself plays an  impartant
part in their sin. Her strong determination of character.
vouth and besauty and sure love to Arthur. and also her her
ztrong personality in bearing the burder of the scariet
letter A, her detsrmination to keep her lover’ s identity,
are supporting factors for helping Arthur to frese himseldf
from his guilt. Hester s revealing of Foger’'s real identi-
ty and revenge plan has put Arthur under unbearable stress
and has become an effective factor for Arthur in obtaining
absclution.

The writer sugoests that whenever man has violated
his  wvow and broken the rules of life, he has to use his
zound mind. Man has been granted with the mind that he can
uge it in gorder to reason and to judge the actions he has
tes  bEake a&as  in both contradictery phenomena of human
passions  which should be treated reasonably and wiselv.
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should be able to

suppress ths  Huwrning  emo-
. the evil feelings in man’'s heart
fiimselt Trom the guilt
of wisdom and love.

Hopefully, the thesis will be of any good to contrib-
vte to students’ charactes building. which may help  them
o suppress hatred and revenge and to avoid unnecessary
i

1 by to cultivate love and lovalty
a pure relaticnship in life.

and  to  fres
he has committed through pathwsys
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