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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

This chapter deals with two parts, The first one is the summary in which the
writer gives a summary of the main points that have been discussed in the previous
chapters. The last part is about the suggestions which include the suggestions for
the English reading comprehension teachers and also the recommendation for

further research.

5.1 Summary

English as the international language has been recognized as the medium of
communication or instruction in textbooks or printed materials. In line with this,
since the first year of junior high school and even elementary, students are
acquainted to all English skills namely speaking, listening, writing, and reading with
reading as the main emphasis. It is expected to serve as a basic foundation for
students to be able to understand the information given in textbooks or reference
books written in English if they continue to higher education:

However, in fact most high school students lack the ability to comprehend a
passage. Moreover, this condition is not supported with the way of teaching
reading in school. The large size of class makes the teacher unable to focus his/her
attention to each student and thus, reducing the students’ opportunity to

participate fully during the teaching learning process.



In order to overcome this problem, the teacher should be able to encourage
the students to actively participate during the reading process and at the same time
provide them with the appropriate teaching method which enable them to learn
without depending too much on the teacher as what it is intended to be in a
learner-centered classroom.

In this study, the writer takes the assumption that teaching reading
comprehension through group work can help the students to comprehend the
passage better and also encourage them to participate in the ‘classroom.

To prove this assumption, the writer calculates the data obtained during the
experiment and finds out that there is a significant. difference in the students’
reading comprehension achievement between the students taught using group
work and the ones taught using the traditional reading technique. The students
taught using group work have better reading comprehension achievement than the
ones taught using the traditional reading technique.

Besides the calculation above, the writer also calculates the effects of group
work on the three types of questions used to measure the students’ reading
comprehension achievement. The result is that in answering factual guestions,
there is no significant difference between the scores of the students taught using
group work and the ones taught using the traditional reading technique. In other
words, we can say that both group work and the traditional reading technique are
useful in helping students answer factual questions. However, in answering the
other types of questions namely the inference and main idea questions, the results

show that the scores of the students taught using group work are higher than the
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scores of the ones taught using the traditional reading technique. In other words,
we can say that group work can improve the students’ reading comprehension
achievement better than the traditional reading technique. This happens because
in group work, students get more opportunities to participate during the teaching
learning process. Their active involvement in the classroom helps them have
better understanding of the materials being studied. As a result, the students have
better understanding of the content of the passage which enable them to analyze
the ideas in the passage more thoroughly.

All of the data during the experiment above are obtained from the second
year students of SLTPK Santo Stanislaus 1 Surabaya in the academic year of

1997-1998.

5.2 Suggestions
This part deals with suggestions for the English reading comprehension

teachers and also the recommendation for further research.

5.2.1 Suggestions for the English Reading Comprehension Teachers

There are many ways of presenting Enghsh reading materials to the
students. The development in technology as well as the development in the world
of teaching itself have enabled teachers to create many kinds of materials,

teaching techniques, and also teaching learning activities



What a teacher must bear in mind in applying a certain teaching technique
in the classroom is the effectiveness of the technique itself to meet the teaching
objectives and the students’ needs.

In this study, the writer suggests the use of group work in teaching reading
comprehension. In applying this technique, the writer suggeéts that teachers divide
the students by using random basis. It is better to mix the less able students and
the smart ones in each group. By doing this, the groups will be more effective
since the members of each group can help one another in analyzing the passage
and solving the problems given. Besides random groups will close the gap
between the less able students and the smart ones.

The writer also suggests that teachers should actively and continuously
encourage the students to be active and to participate more during the teaching
learning process. A class with mixed ability students consists of students with
different characters. Some are shy while some others are very outgoing. In this
case, teachers should be able to treat each individual student with different
approaches. For students who have natural outgoing personality, it may be easy
for them to mingle themselves with the others and to involve themselves in the
discussion. But for those who are shy and a little isolated, it may be a different
experience for them to work in groups. They may have some difficulties at first to
mix and to involve themselves actively during the discussion. In this case, the role
of teachers is important. Teachers should supervise the flow of each group to
know which students have difficulties to participate durin.g the discussion in the

group. Teachers should encourage them to express their opinion freely. Even if
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they give incorrect answers, teachers should not criticize them but guide them by
clarifying the questions being asked or giving the examples so that they get the
ideas and can express their opinion. In this case, students will not be discouraged
to answer since they feel that their efforts to respond are worthy. In short, teachers
can be a great help to put them at ease so that eventually they overcome their
difficulties and can enjoy the natural give-and-take and mutual cooperation
among the students in small groups.

Finally, the writer hopes that this study will give valuable contribution to the
teaching of reading in high school, especially in the sacond year stude;ns, as an

alternative way of presenting reading materials in the classroom.

5.2.2 Recommendation for Further Research

The writer realizes that this study is still far from being perfect. In this
study, the effects of group work on the students’ reading comprehension
achievement are seen only from the three types of questions namely factual,
inference, and main idea questions. The writer expects that there will be other
researchers who will carry out a more thorough study by analyzing the effects of
group work on many other types of questions.

As for the treatment which was only given to the second year students
during three meetings due to the limited time, the writer also hopes that later on
there will be other researchers who will conduct an experiment by using a wider
subject or population and in a longer period in order to get more complete and

more valid results.

49



'BIBLIOGRAPHY



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Adenan, Ferry. 1989. Let’s Discuss Reading. Teflin Journal, Vol. 2, No. 1,
February.

Bejarano, Yael. 1987. A Cooperative Small-Group Methodology in the
Language Classroom. TESOL Quarterly, Vol. 21, No. 3, September.

Boeshaar, Stephen. 1984. Using Group Mini-Lessons. English Teaching Forum,
Vol. XXII, No. 4, October.

Brumfit, Christopher. 1984. Communicative Methodology in Language
Teaching. Cambridge : Cambridge University Press.

Byrne, Donn. 1976. Teaching Oral English. England : Longman Group Ltd.
Chastain, Kenneth. 1976. Developing Second Language Skills : Theory to
Practice. Second Edition. Chicago : Rand McNally College Publishing

Company.

Christison, Mary Ann. 1990. Cooperative Learning in the EFL Classroom.
English Teaching Forum, Vol. XXVIII, No. 4, October.

Davies, Norman F. 1980. Oral Fluency Training and Small Groups. English
Teaching Forum, Vol. XVIIL, No. 3, July.

Departemen Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan Republik Indonesia. 1993. Kurikulum
Sekolah Menengah Umum. Garis-Garis Besar Program Pengajaran
(GBPP). Jakarta.

Dupuis, Mary M. and Eunice N. Askov. 1982. Content Areas Reading : An
Individualized Approach. New Jersey : Prentice Hall Inc.

Eskey, David E. 1986. Teaching Second Language Reading for Academic
Purpose. Massachusetts : Addison-Wesley Publishing, Co.

Evangelidou, Evangelia et al. 1990. Reading Skills. English Teaching Forum,
Vol. XVIII, Vol. XNo. 4, October.

Fachrurrazy. 1993. Suggested Techniques of EFL for Large Classes._Teflin
Journal, Vol. VI, No. 2, September.



Goodman, Kenneth. 1973. Analysis of Oral Reading Miscues, in Frank Smith,
ed., Psycholinguistics and Reading. New York : Holt, Rinchart, and
Winston.

Gronlund, Norman E. 1982. Constructing Achievement Tests. Third Edition.
New  Jersey : Prentice-Hall Inc.

Harvey, Anamaria. 1980. Why Reading._English Teaching Forum, Vol. XVIII,
No. 1, January.

Jacobs, George M. 1996. Cooperative Learning and Group Activities. Teflin
Seminar 44, 7-10 October.

Jacobs, George M., Kikuyo Matsumoto and Lisa [lola. 1989. Structuring Student
Interaction to Promote Learning. English Teaching Forum, Vol. XXVII,
No. 3, July.

Karim, Aliyah Abdul. 1989. Power Skills in Reading. New York : McGraw Hill
Book Company.

Krigas, E. J. 1980. Group Work : The Road Towards Reliability. English
Teaching Forum, Vol. XXVIII, No. 4, October,

Long, Michael H. and Patricia A. Porter. 1985. Group Work, Interlanguage
Talk, and Second Language Acquisition. TESOL_Quarterly, Vol XIX,
No. 2, June.

Marksheffel, Ned D. 1966. Better Reading in the Secondary School : Principles
and Procedures for Teachers. New York : Ronald Press Company.

Mc Greal, Rory. 1989. Coping with Large Classes. English Teaching Forum,
Vol. XXVII, No.2, April.

Mc Whorter, Kathleen T. 1992, Efficient and Flexible Reading. Third Edition.
New York : Harper Collins Publishers.

Murphey, Tim. 1990. You and I : Adjusting Interaction to Get
Comprehensible Input. English Teaching Forum, Vol XXVIIL, No. 4,
October.

Nelson, Gayle. 1984. Reading : A Student-Centered Approach. English
Teaching Forum, Vol. XXII, No. 4, October.

51



52

Ngadiman, Agustinus. 1990. The Effectiveness of the Purpose-Based Model for
Teaching Reading Comprehension at the English Department.
Unpublished Thesis. Malang : FPS-IKIP.

Nuttal, Christine. 1982. Teaching Reading Skills as a Foreign Language.
London : Heinemann Educational Books Inc.

Paulston, Christina B. and Mary N. Bruder. 1976. Teaching English as a Second
Language : Techniques and Procedures. Massachusetts . Winthrop
Publishers Inc.

Read, Siew-Hean. 1982, Staging Group Activities in the Classroom. Guidelines
A Penodical for Classroom Language Teachers, Vol. IV, No. 2, December.

Said, Habirrudin. 1996. English ‘94 for SLTP 2. Surabaya : PT Bina Pustaka
Tama.

Shaw, Marvin E. 1981. Group Dinamics : The Psychology of Small Group
Behaviour. New York : Mc Graw Hill Book Company.

Smith, Nila B. and Alan Robinson. 1980. Reading Instruction for Teday’s
Children. Second Edition. New York : Prince and Hall Inc.

Tuckman, Bruce. 1978. Ceonducting Educational Research. New York :
Harcourt Brace Jovanovich Inc.

Ur, Penny. 1987. Discussions that Work : Task-Centered Fluency Practice.
Cambridge : Cambridge University Press.

Vacca, Richard T. 1981. Content Area Reading. Boston : Brown Co.

Wardhaugh, Ronald. 1969. Reading : A Linguistic Perspectwe New York :
Harcourt Brace Inc.

Winardi, Lindawati. 1992. The Effect of Advanced Organizer and Experience
Text Relationship on the Reading Achievement of the Second Year High
School Students at SMAK Frateran Surabaya. Unpublished Thesis.
Surabaya : Widya Mandala University.

Wahyudi, Anwar. 1996. Bahasa Inggris untuk Siswa Kelas 2 SLTP. Surakarta :
PT Pabelan.





