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CHAPTER ONE 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. BACKGROUED OF THZ PROBLEX 

Culture  and language cannot be separated.  When we 

a r e  reading c e r t a i n  books, f o r  example, we w i l l  be famil  - 
i a r  wi th  the  c u l t u r e  of  t h e  people speaking t h e  language 

i n  those  books. By reading  Engl ish books, we know how t h e  

Engl ish people r e a c t  about t h e  value system around them. 

Here i s  t h e  s implest  example. When an Englishman i s  i n t r o  - 
duced t o  someone f o r  t h e  f i r s t  time; he w i l l  say: "Eou do 

you do?" And the  answer w i l l  be ltHow do you do?It 

Nowadays the  most i npor t an t  o b j e c t i v e  of l ea rn ing  

English a s  a  fo re ign  l a n g u e e  f o r  s tuden t s  of  High 

Schools i s  t o  be able  t o  read English Textbooks; however, 

t h e  f a c t s  a r e  below expec ta t ion .  Most of t he  s tuden t s  

cannot e a s i l y  comprehend English books. One of t h e  reasons 

i s  due t o  t h e  English t eache r s1  f a i l u r e  i n  expla in ing  

c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n  t o  teaching  English.  They r a r e l y  

consider  c u l t u r a l  elements i n  teaching  English.  Although 

language and c u l t u r e  a r e  discussed sepa ra t e ly ,  they have 
/ 

t o  be considered a s  a u n i t  because l a q u a g e  i s  a c t u a l l y  

one of t h e  elements of cu l tu re .  

A c t i v i t i e s  t o  in t roduce  Engl ish c u l t u r e  do not  

n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  be done i n  c l a s s  time. They can be 



completed ou t s ide  c l a s s ,  i n  many ins t ances  a s  homework, 

o r  assignments. For example, t h e  s tuden t s  a r e  assigned t o  

f i n d  t h e  d i f f e rences  between t h e  school system i n  Indone - 
s i a  and America and t o  make a comparison between them. 

Under t h i s  cons idera t ion ,  t h e  w r i t e r  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  

i n  wr i t ing  t h i s  paper e n t i t l e d  " Cul tu ra l  Elements t o  be 

Considered i n  Teaching Engl ish f o r  t h e  SLTA Students1 Book 

I by Departemen Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan "which may be 

usefu l  f o r  t h e  Engl ish teachers .  

1.2. STATBKENT OF THZ PROBLSX 

A s  what have been s t a t e d  i n  t h e  prev ious  sec t ion ,  

one of the  reasons why most of t h e  Sen io r  High School 

s tuden t s  cannot comprehend Engl i sh  books e a s i l y  i s  due t o  

t h e  English t eache r s1  f a i l u r e  i n  expla in ing  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  

r e l a t i o n  t o  teaching  English.  Therefore, t h e  problems 

which arouse and w i l l  be discussed i n  t h i s  paper  are: I1  

How t o  ccnsider  c u l t u r a l  a spec t s  i n  teaching  English f o r  

t h e  SLTA s tuden t s1  Book I and What c u l t u r a l  aspec ts  t o  be 

considered i n  teaching  English f o r  the  SLTA Students1 Book 

I?"  

1.3. TEE AIM OF THE STUDY 

To understand the  reading passages i s  not  easy, t h e  

Engl ish teachers  should have proper knowledge of t h e  r ead  - 
i n g  passages, t h e  p a t t e r n s  found i n  t h e  reading passages,  

t h e  vocabulary, and t h e  c u l t u r a l  aspec ts  a s  wel l .  



Understanding c u l t u r a l  a spec t s  can inc rease  t h e  

Engl ish teachers1  knowledge i n  teaching  Engl ish f o r  t h e  

SLTA Students t  Book I. Also, t he  s t u d e n t s  a r e  ab le  t o  

unde r s tmd  the  reading passages b e t t e r  i f  they understand 

the  c u l t u r a l  a spec t s  included i n  t h e  passage. I n  o t h e r  

words t h i s  s tudy  i s  aimed a t  g iv ing  a  kind of  re ference  

o r  guide f o r  the  English t eache r s  i n  teaching  Znglish f o r  

The SLTA s tuden t s1  Book I. 

1.4. THE SIG>!IFI CANCE OF T3F STUDY 

The teaching of c u l t u r a l  elements i s  t o  help t h e  

s tuden t s  understand the  reading passages b e t t e r  and 

eventua l ly  l i k e  reading English books. 

The u n i t s  of t he  reading passages taken  from t h e  

SLTA Students '  Eook I which con ta in  c u l t u r a l  elements 

can be introduced i n  teaching Engl ish f o r  t h e  s tuden t s  of 

Pigh School e s p e c i a l l y  i n  teaching reading comprehension. 

Understanding c u l t u r a l  elements can make the  

s tuden t s  comprehend the  reading passages b e t t e r .  

1.6. LIMITATION OF TtIE STUDY 

There a r e  many ways t o  teach English t o  Senior  

High School s tuden t s ,  bu t  i n  t h i s  s tudy the  w r i t e r  dis- 

cusses only c u l t u r a l  elements f o r  teaching  reading 

comprehension a t  SLTA i . e  those found i n  S tudents1  Book I. 



The c u l t u r a l  e l eaen t s  o r  i tems t o  be discussed i n  

Stu3ents1 Book I a r e  u n i t  1 - 5, 11 - 12 and 20 - 21. 

There a r e  sone p a r t s  of t h e  reading u n i t s  which 

a r e  informative s t o r i e s  such as: The Javanese Wayang Ku- 

l i t ,  A t  Borobudur, Madura Bull  Races, and Ba l i  - the  

I s l z n d  of Tour i s t s .  Informative s t o r i e s  a r e  not  always 

c u l t u r a l l y  b i a s ,  t h a t t  s why not  much i n f o m a t i o n  can be 

presented.  

The w r i t e r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  does not  d i scuss  t h e  

conversation t h a t  can be found i n  Students1 Book I, be- 

cause a l l  of them look s t range,  t he  speakers  a r e  Indone- 

s i zns .  I t  would be b e t t e r  i f  t h e  conversat ions  t ake  p l ace  

between an Indonesian and a  fore igner .  

I n  order  t o  understxnd t h e  fol lowing chapters ,  it 

i s  important t o  de f ine  t h e  key terms found i n  t h e  t i t l e  

of t h i s  paper. The key t e r n s  are:  c u l t u r e ,  c u l t u r a l  

elements, and teaching.  

There a r e  many a b s t r a c t  d e f i n i t i o n s  of c u l t u r e ,  

most of which have been suggested by an thropologis t s ,  

Kroever, and Kluckhohn (1352) concluded t h a t  t h e  "folloq! 

ing  c e n t r a l  i d e a  i s  now formulated by most s c i e n t i s t s . . . "  

. . .Culture c o n s i s t s  of  p a t t e r n s ,  e x p l i c i t  and 
i m p l i c i t ,  of  and f o r  behaviour acquired and t r a n z  
mi t ted  by symbols, c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  d i s t i n c t i v e  
achievements of human groups, i nc lud ing  t h e i r  
embodiments i n  a r t i f  a c t s ;  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  core  of  
c u l t u r e  c o n s i s t s  of t r a d i t i o n a l  ( i . e . ,  h i s t o r i c a l  
l y  der ived and se l ec t ed  i d e a s  and e s p e c i a l l y  t h e i r  
tittached value;  c u l t u r e  system may, on t h e  one 



hand, be considered a s  product  of ac t ion ,  on the  
o t h e r  as lcondi t ion ing  elements of f u r t h e r  a c t i o n  
(p.180) 

The term c u l t u r a l  elements " inc ludes  i n g r o u ~  

outgroup, stereot-ype, p re jud ice ,  to le rance ,  t r a i t s ,  ethno - 
centrism, c u l t u r e  shock, c u l t u r a l  adjustment, c u l t u r a l  

c o n f l i c t ,  a t t i t u d e s ,  and values .  

I n  t h i s  s tudy the  w r i t e r  uses  on ly  some terms which 

concern with t h e  c u l t u r a l  elements which a r e  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  English f o r  the  SLTA Students '  Book I by Departe- 

men Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan, a s  follows: 

At t i t ude  : People 's  r e a c t i o n s  toward a  
concept o r ,  i n  everyday langu- 
age, t h e i r  f e e l i n g s ,  b e l i e f s ,  
and r ead iness  t o  ac t .  

Prejudice : A pe r son ' s  emotional r e a c t i c n s .  
3 i scr iminnt ion  : A person ' s  behavior which p u t s  

out-grou? members a t  a d i s  - 
advantage, 3 

Culture Shock : A shorthand d e s c r i p t o r  which 
srurxnarizes so jo rne r t  s r e a c t i o n s  
a f t e r  they l o s e  t h e  s e c u r i t y  of  
f a m i l i a r i t y .  4 

Culture Adjustrnents:A f e e l i n g  t h a t  one i s  Itat  homev 
i n  t h e  s o c i e t y  and i s  not  a 

3U-": i t c t  r.- u- . -L  er.5 
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Tolerance : Qua l i t y  of  t o l e r a t i n g  op in ions ,  
b e l i e f s ,  customs, behavior  e t c  
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d e s i r a b l e .  7 
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