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ABSTRACT 

Nowadays, t h e  most important o b j e c t i v e  of l e a r n i n g  
Engl i sh  a s  a  f o r e i g n  language f o r  s t u d e n t s  a t  High 
Schools a r e  below expec ta t ion .  Most s t u d e n t s  cannot 
comprehend e a s i l y  when they read Engl ish books, One of 
the  reasons i s  due t o  t h e  Engl ish t e a c h e r s t  f a i l u r e  i n  
expla in ing  c u l t u r e  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n  t o  teaching  English.  
They r a r e l y  cons ider  c u l t u r a l  elements i n  teaching  Eng- 
l i s h .  Although language and c u l t u r e  a r e  explained 
sepa ra t e ly ,  they have t o  be considered a s  a  u n i t  because 
language i s  a c t u a l l y  one of t h e  elements of c u l t u r e .  

The teaching  of c u l t u r a l  elements i s  t o  he lp  t h e  
s t u d e n t s  understand Engl ish people and even tua l ly  l i k e  
reading Engl i sh  books. The l e s sons  can taught  by compar- 
i ng  two o r  more c u l t u r e s ,  

A c t i v i t i e s  t o  in t roduce  Engl ish c u l t u r e  do no t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  have t o  be done i n  c l a s s  time. They can be 
completed o u t s i d e  c l a s s ,  i n  many ins t ances  a s  homework o r  
assignments. For example, t h e  s t u d e n t s  a r e  ass igned t o  
f i n d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  between Indonesian seasons and Europe - 
an seasons,  and t o  make a comparison between them. 

I n  teaching  a  fo re ign  language t h e  Engl ish t eache r s  
should have proper  knowledge about c u l t u r e  and i t s  r e l a -  
t i o n s h i p  wi th  language. By reading c u l t u r a i  books, t h e  
Engl i sh  t eache r s  a r e  a b l e  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e i r  knowledge 
about f o r e i g n  country and i t s  c u l t u r e .  I t  w i l l  be very  
use fu l  t o  a t t e n d  d i scuss ions  o r  seminars which a r e  l e d  
by n a t i v e  speakers  o r  by people who have been i n  t h a t  
country.  For Senior  High School s tuden t s ,  t he  Engl i sh  
t eache r s  may g ive  some o u t s i d e  readings  o r  d ia logues  about 
t h e  country w r i t t e n  i n  f o r e i g n  language. I n  t h i s  way t h e  
s tuden t s  a r e  a b l e  t o  improve t h e i r  knowledge of t h e  langu- 
age and t h e  f o r e i g n  c u l t u r e  a s  wel l .  

Cu l tu ra l  elements a r e  int roduced l i t t l e  by l i t t l e  
under d i scuss ion .  The s t u d e n t s  a r e  given deeper i n s i g h t  
of t he  c u l t u r e  of the  people when they l e a r n  more about 
language. This  can be read i n  chap te r  f o u r  i n  Engl i sh  f o r  
t h e  SLTA Students '  Book I which the  w r i t e r  cons ider  impor - 
t a n t .  

The conclusion i s  t h a t  language i s  no t  on ly  a  p a r t  
of c u l t u r e  but  a l so  expresses  c u l t u r e .  A s  a  mat te r  of 
f a c t ,  hopefu l ly ,  our  cu r r i cu lun  could be cons t ruc ted  
c o r r e c t l y  i n  such away t h a t  t h e  c u l t u r a l  elements a r e  a l s o  
be considered i n  t h e  teaching  Engl ish program 




