VAGUENESS AS FOUND ON "METROPOLIS WATCH”
IN JAWA POS NEWSPAPER

THESIS

RAHAYU TJANDARSO
1213000022

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
SURABAYA

2004



APPROVAL SHEET

(1)

This thesis entitled Vagueness as found on “Metropolis Watch” in Jawa
Pos Newspaper which is prepared and submitted by Rahayu Tjandarso has been
approved and accepted as partial fulfillment of the requirement for the Sarjana

Pendidikan Degree in English Language Teaching Faculty by the following

advisors:

HNe—

Drs. Hend 1asuksmana, M.Hum

First Advisor Second Advisor



APPROVAL SHEET

(2)

This thesis has been examined by the committee of an Oral Examination

with a grade of on October 29, 2004.

Drs. Antonius Gurito
Chairman

Drs. Y.G. Harto Pramono, M.Pd
Member

Dr. Ierfftius Harjanto, M.Pd
Member

\‘% _SA&ana Tedpilus, M. Pd

Conpmmm™ Head of the English
Faculty Department

i



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all. the writer would like to thank Jesus Christ for His blessing and
spirit that enable the writer to accomplish this thesis. The writer also would like to
express her deepest gratitude and appreciation for those who gave their valuable
guidance and time to the writer to accomplish her thesis, espectially to:

1. Drs. Ignatius Harjanto, M.Pd, her first thesis advisor who had patiently
guided, given comments and suggestions on her thesis, and had been
willing to spend his valuable time in examining the writer’s thesis.

2. Drs. Hendra Tedjasuksmana, M.Hum, her second thesis advisor who
had given the writer encouragement, ideas and information in
constructing the writer’s thesis, and had been willing to examine the
writer’s thesis.

3. All lecturers of the Teacher Training Facuity and Education English
Department in Widya Mandala Catholic University for their
encouragement, suggestions and kind guidance during the writer’s
study in the English Department and the writer’s thesis.

4. The writer’s parent and family who had given their encouragement,
prayer, spirit, support, time and service to the writer for the

accomplishment of her study in the English Department and thesis.

i



5. All the writer’s friends, espe.cially Vonny Poejiono and Yanny
Indrawati for their encouragement, support, idea, suggestions and
prayer in the completion of the writer’s thesis.

Finally, the writer also wants to thank for those who have not mentioned their
names for giving the writer their support and service in the completion of this
thesis.

The writer realizes that all of the guidance, cooperation, time and chance
given are really useful for her to enlarge her knowledge and enable her to arrange
the rapport, as it should be.

The writer also admits that this thesis is still far from perfection. The
writer believes the readers’ criticism and suggestions will somehow make this

thesis better.

Surabaya, 29 October 2004

The writer

v



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Vil 1oueolik Widva Mandal

il’bel"&?:f.a;yﬁﬁﬂ‘"
BURABAY,

APPROVAL SHEET (1) ..ot oo oo i
APPROVAL SHEET (2)... .. oo oo e e, ii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt oL, i
TABLE OF CONTENT ..ot oo oo, v
ABSTRACT ..o e viii

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background ofthe Study...... ... 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem................................ 5
1.3 Objective of the Study..................... 5
1.4 Significance of the Study.............. ... 5

1.5 Scope and Limitation
1.6 Theoretical Framework...................cccco e 6
1.7 Definition of Key Terms ................oocoii 7

1.8 Organization of the Thesis ..................... 8

CHAPTER H: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1 NEWSPADEL. ...t vttt et et e e e r e 9
2.1.1 The Content of Newspaper.......................oooe 10
2.1.2 The Language of Newspaper.............................. 15



22 WG, o e

2.3 SIMANICS . .. ottt e

231 The Meaning of Language .............................. 23

2.3.2 Semantic Ambiguity............L 24
233 Vagueness.......oooi i 27
2.3.4 Vagueness and Ambiguity.................ooll 31
2.4 Previous Studies.............. .o 33
CHAPTER 11I: RESEARCH METHOD
3.1 Research Design...... ... 36
32 Sourcesof Data...................o 38
33 Data . e 40
3.4 The Instrument of the Study ............................. 40
3.5 The Procedure of Collecting Data........................... 40
3.6 The Procedure of AnalyzingData................ RRTPRRINE 41
3.7 Technique of Data Analysis................................. 42
CHAPTER IV: FINDINGS AND INTERPRETATION
44

4.1 FINdINGS ... ..o

4.2 Interpretation of the Findings................................

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

5.1 CONCIUSION. .. . et e e e e

5.2 SUZEESHIONS. .. ... oiuit it e

vi



BIBLIOGRAPHY ... .o 59

APPENDIX 6l

vii



ABSTRACT

Tjandarso, Rahayu.2004 Vagueness as found on “Metropolis Watch” in Jawa
Pos Newspaper. Thesis, Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris, FKIP.
Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya
Advisors: Dr. Ignatius Harjanto, M.Pd and Drs. Hendra Tedjasuksmana,

M.Hum

Key Words: Semantics, Vagueness and Letters Column

One of the important tools to convey one’s message is through newspaper.
To make the communication successful, the language in a newspaper should be
clear and understandable. However, vagueness or lack of specification (Kempson
1977:124) can make the language of a newspaper unclear.

In this regard, the writer took Jawa Pos Newspaper, especially on
“Metropolis Watch” issued from February 9 tol8, 2004 to be analyzed in her
thesis based on the theory of vagueness. First of all, the writer would like to find
out whether there is vagueness in some letters on “Metropolis Watch”, what types
of vagueness appear in each letter and also what type of vagueness most
frequently appears in some letters of “Metropolis Watch”.

In order to answer those three questions above, the writer discussed
theories on newspaper, the theory of semantics in general and the theory of
vagueness, especially the four types of vagueness. Moreover, she also made use of
the theory of good writing.

In this study, the writer applied content analysis. In “Metropolis Watch”
issued from February 9 to 18, 2004, there were forty-three letters. Because of the
limited time, the writer only selected eleven of them using the systematic random
sampling to be analyzed. ’

The writer found that vagueness appeared in the letters of “Metropolis
Watch”. From forty vague words, phrases and a sentence found, twelve vague
words, phrases and sentence belonged to the referential vagueness and twenty-
eight vague words, phrases and a sentence to the lack of specification vagueness.
The type of vagueness that mostly occurs is the third type of vagueness, lack of
specification. Besides, the vagueness often appears in words and phrases. There
are sixteen vague words, twenty-three vague phrases and one vague sentence.

As a conclusion, the theory of language in a newspaper is sometimes not
applied in “Metropolis Watch” so that vagueness occurs. Some of the senders of
letters in “Metropolis Watch” gave so narrow meaning that it may be hard to
decide whether or not the item can be applied to a certain object. Besides, the
meaning of some words and phrases in some letters of “Metropolis Watch™ are so
broad that they need more specific information.
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