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ABSTRACT 

English is known as an international language to interact with other 

countries. Therefore, this English lesson is very important for students. Through 

English, students can improve their knowledge even though it is not easy to learn. 

Based on the writer’s observation toward her Papuan peers, they often feel bored 

when learning English because there are various skills in English that by nature is 

different from our national and local languages. This also makes them feel that it 

takes a long time to learn. The research problems are: what learning strategies are 

used by Papuan students to learn English and what challenges they face when 

learning English. The researcher used a quantitative method by distributing 

questionnaires to 91 respondents of Papuan students at Widya Mandala Catholic 

University Surabaya and conducting interviews with 8 respondents who were 

willing to be interviewed further. Those respondents told their experience of 

learning English from the first time they know English until the present with a guide 

of 10 questions given by the researcher. Through the answers to the questionnaires 

and also the results of the interviews, it can be concluded that Papuan students at 

Widya Mandala Catholic University who received the YPMAK scholarship are on 

average interested in memory learning strategies. This can be seen from 45% of 

students who agree and 26% of students who strongly agree when given the 

statement “I like listening to English songs, Talk shows, Podcasts and watching 

English films'' and 44% agree when given the statement “they make efforts to 

translate the words they hear or seen when listening to or reading song lyrics”. 

Even though English is difficult to understand, they have their own way of 

understanding English. The challenges that they face are lack of interest in learning 

English and lack of facilities to support their learning. 

Keywords: learning strategies, English learning challenges, Papuan students 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

viii 

 

TABLE OF CONTENT 

 

APPROVAL SHEET (I) .......................................................................................... i 

APPROVAL SHEET(II) ......................................................................................... ii 

SURAT PERNYATAAN  (I)................................................................................. iii 

SURAT PERNYATAAN (II) ................................................................................ iv 

STATEMENT OF AUTHENTICITY .................................................................... v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ................................................................................... vi 

ABSTRACT .......................................................................................................... vii 

TABLE OF CONTENT ....................................................................................... viii 

LIST OF TABLE ................................................................................................... xi 

CHAPTER I ............................................................................................................ 1 

INTRODUCTION .................................................................................................. 1 

1.1 Background of the study ........................................................................... 1 

1.2 Research Problems ................................................................................... 3 

1.3 Objectives of the study ............................................................................. 3 

1.4 Theoretical Framework ............................................................................ 3 

1.5 Scope and Limitation ................................................................................ 4 

1.6 Significance of the study .......................................................................... 4 

1.7 Definition of key terms ............................................................................. 5 



 

ix 

 

1.4 Organization of the Thesis ....................................................................... 6 

CHAPTER II ........................................................................................................... 7 

RELATED LITERATURE ..................................................................................... 7 

2.1 Related Theories ....................................................................................... 7 

2. 2 The Overview of Papuan Students at Widya Mandala Catholic University

 14 

2.3  Papuan Cultures ..................................................................................... 15 

2.4   Previous Studies ................................................................................... 16 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY .......................................................................... 19 

3.1 Research Design ..................................................................................... 19 

3.2  Research Participants ............................................................................. 20 

3.3 Instrument of the Study .......................................................................... 21 

3.4 Procedure of Data Collection ................................................................. 25 

3.5 Technique of Data Analysis ................................................................... 25 

CHAPTER IV ....................................................................................................... 27 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS ........................................................................ 27 

4.1  Findings .................................................................................................. 27 

1. Papuan Students’ Strategies in Learning English ................................... 27 

2.  The challenges Papuan Students Face ................................................... 33 

4.2  Discussion ............................................................................................. 44 



 

x 

 

CHAPTER V ......................................................................................................... 48 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ................................................................. 48 

5.1  Conclusion ............................................................................................. 48 

5.2  Suggestions ............................................................................................ 49 

1. Suggestions for the Teachers .................................................................. 49 

2. Suggestions for Further Studies ............................................................. 49 

3.  Suggestions for Papuan Students ........................................................... 49 

References ............................................................................................................. 50 

APPENDICES ...................................................................................................... 52 

Appendix 1 ............................................................................................................ 52 

Appendix 2 : Charts of the respondents’ answer .................................................. 56 

Appendix 3 . Transcription ................................................................................... 61 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

xi 

 

LIST OF TABLE 

Table 1Direct and Indirect Strategies (Oxford, 1990) .......................................... 11 

Table 2 Previous studies........................................................................................ 16 

Table 3 Interview Participants .............................................................................. 20 

Table 4 Questions for questionnaire ..................................................................... 22 

 

 

    


