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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

5.1 Summary

The study under report has been carried out to find out whether
vague pronoun reference exists and to describe what pronouns which have
vague reference are encountered in the compositions written by the English
Department Students taking Writing I1I in the academic year 2010/2011. A
pronoun is used in writing as a way of keeping the flow of the words
smooth by reducing repeated use of the full subject or object word. A
pronoun must have a clear antecedent — a noun or noun phrase that a
pronoun replaces. However, students deviate from this main rule of
pronouns; these students made vague pronoun reference. Readers will have
trouble when a pronoun can refer to unclear antecedents since a pronoun
must refer to one noun or one noun phrase, and there must be no pronoun

which refers to a whole sentence or a whole paragraph.

The findings of this study reveal that vague pronoun reference
exists in the Writing III students’ compositions and pronouns which have

vague reference encountered in these compositions are iz, she, and this.
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5.2 Suggestions

This part contains several suggestions concerning the results of the
study under report. These suggestions are directed to the writing lecturers,
English Department students, and the future researchers who are going to

conduct the similar study as well.

a. The writing lecturers
The writing lecturers should give exercises about pronouns in
order to help students meet quality-assured writing standards. One
of these standards is that students have to use pronouns with clear
antecedents in writing. If the antecedent of a pronoun is unclear,
readers will have trouble understanding the whole sentence or
paragraph.

b. English Department students
The English Department students should train themselves to
practise constructing sentences with clear pronoun reference.
Vague pronoun reference leads to multiple interpretations in
compositions.

c. Future Researchers
The writer suggests the future research of the same topic be carried
out with more subjects and broader data sources such as
newspapers and magazines to find out why students continue to
make vague pronoun reference and to obtain more comprehensive

results.



38

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Alexander, N. (2012). Vague or Ambiguous Pronoun Reference.

http://www.methodist.edu/english/dd_prefhtm (accessed on
February 20, 2012).

Connor, U. (1996). Contrastive Rhetoric: Cross-Cultural Aspects of
Second-Language Writing. USA: Cambridge University Press.

Cuevas, K. (2011). Model Expository Lessons. Nevada: The Northern
Nevada Writing Project and Writing Fix.

Dooley, A. and Levinsohn, S. (2001). Analyzing Discourse: A Manual of

Basic Concepts. Texas: SIL International.

Hadley, 1. (1987). Understanding Cohesion — Some Practical Teaching
Implications. Literacy 21 (2).

Halliday, M. A. K. and Hasan, R. (1963). Intonation and English grammar.
London: Longman.

Halliday, M. A. K. and Hasan, R. (1976). Cohesion in English. London:

Longman.



39

Halliday, M. A. K. and Hasan, R. (1994). Contexts of English. London:

Longman.

Johnson, D.P., (1992). Cohesion and Coherence in Compositions in Malay
and English. RELC Journal 23: 1-17.

Kam, C. A. (1999). Dictionary of Grammar and Usage. Singapore: Pearson
Education South Asia Pte Led.

King, G. (2001). Improve Your Punctuation. Great Britain: Harper Collins.

Kunz, K. (2008). Cohesion in English Seminar. Germany: Saarland

University.
Larson, M. 1998. Meaning-Based Translation: a Guide to Cross-Language

Equivalence. Oxford: The summer Institue of Linguistics and the

University Press of America.

Lunsford, A. (2009). The Everyday Writer. Boston: Bedford/St. Martin’s.

Marshall, C. (1999). Designing Qualitative Research. California: Sage

Publications.

McMillan, J. H. 2008. Educational Research. United States of America:

Pearson Education, Inc.

Salkie, R. (1995). Text and Discourse Analysis. New York: Routledge.



40

Shokrpour and Fallahzadeh. (2007). Asian EFL Journal. http://www.asian-

efl-journal.com/March_07 ns&mf.php (accessed on February 28,
2012).

Warriner, J. (1986). Compositions Models and Exercise: Fifth Course.

Harcourt: Brace Jovanovich. Inc.

Wehmeier, S. (2011). Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. London:
Oxford University Press.





