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ABSTRACT

Since the teaching of English in Indonesia
emphasizes on reading comprehension, i1t 1is important
for students to have the skill of comprenending English
reading materials. This thesis is expected to give
some contributions to the teaching of reading compre-—
hension. In other words, it is a suggestion on how to
teach reading comprehension through head and tail
recognition.

One way to help students become good comprehen-—
ders 1is to train them to recognize which sentences
express primary information and which sentences express
secondary and tertiary information. In this thesis the
primary information is termed as the head of the infor-
mation, and the secondary and the tertiary information
are the details or tails.

In order to comprehend English reading materi-
als well, students should know how to recognize these
heads and tails, i.e.recognize head and tail in
Phrases, recognize head and tail in sentences, recog-
nize head and tail in paragraphs, and recognize head
and tail in passages. In recognizing head and tail in
a phrase, students should find head and tail in that
phrase. Ta know the meaning of the phrase, students
should interpret the meaning of the head first, then
the meaning of the tail. In this case, the teacher
should help them find the meanings of the words by
using four helpful techniques from Nuttall, i.e. iden-
tifying of words, understanding the meanings of affix-
es, inferring the meanings of words from context,  and
checking the meanings of words in & dictionary. In
recognizing head and tail in a sentence, students
should recognize the head and tail in that sentence.
Besides, they should know the discourse markers used to
connaect words within sentences and the cohesives de-
vices used in the sentence, i.e. reference, substitu-
tion, ellipsis, and lexical cohesion. In recognizing
head and tail in a paragraph, students should find the
head sentence and the tail sentences of the paragraph.
Then, students have to recognize head and tail in  the
whole passage. The head in the passage is the thesis
sentence and the tails are the head sentences of the
paragraphs in the passage. Besides, students should
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also know the discourse markers used to connect the
paragraphs in the passage. Finally, students should
know how to make the outline and the summary of the
whole passage.

In the application, these reading activities
are devided 1into three parts, namely, pre-reading
activities, while-reading activities., and post-reading
activities. After doing these three kinds of activi-
ties, students are expected to be able to comprehend
English reading materials well. The procedure for
applying these activities is descgribed in details
through an example.
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