
CHAPTEr:< I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Problem 

and it ·ror· vi::l. r·j_ouf;; 

pLt y·· ~)()Sr?,~;;; II 

(F'L) -.. thE~ lc.inrJUE;CJe l.o.Jhich is; usecj :i.n a ·f CJ 1·-t.~ .i g n 

country in addition to t he official and local languages o f 

the c: uu.n t.v· y .i it i =::; c:Dnsi.dt::-:·red to be 

:i.rnpor .. t.an t. 'f () 1···E~ :i.~ .. ~ n language o·f all the others, 

1 ,:-;..ngua.i.~e USE?d .i.n 

:.i .. r 1 t: (::.• r" n ,;,1, t .. i on ,::;_ 1 and 

(J96/ 1Ci67 

thE~ t-·lirli<:=;tr·y ci·f' Ec:l u.c2>.i.: .. ion <:t r·Jd Cul t:ur .. i.:= 01'"1 De:::c:ember .. 1.2, 

P1<:;. t!"'JE.• fi.v·st. ·for· (:::. :.i.c;J ri lar;rJuagt::· in I r .. Jdor·JE.·sia., English 

occupies a _special posi tion in the education a l system. It 
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1'or-e.ign language subject in schools beginning from the 

Junior High School. 3 Some Elementary schools even give 

their- students English lessons beginning fr-om the foLwth 

When we consider the objectives of English teaching 

in the Senior High School, we find the following points: 

(a) in the field of Knowledge 
"Tc) ha\/e a basic competence in ••• English~ and 
to have a mor-e advanced knowledge in one or 
~5evE-:>r-c:~ 1 Df tht-?se subj (:?C ts." 

(b) in the field of Skills 
"To have competenc'/ in re<:l.ding/ comprehending 
the content of practical simple reading 
mc:d.:erials in English. " 4 

Over the years, a team of linguists and experienced 

teachers of the English language that has been appointed 

by the Department of Education and Culture ( Depdikbud 

has tried to r-earrange the curriculum design of teaching 

Enqlish as a foreign language used in the SMA, and finally 

the new curriculum is established. It is called "The 

English Curriculum of SMA 1984''; it was firstly put into 

practice for the first year students of SMA during the 

school year of 1984-1985. 

The English Curriculum ~f SMA 1984 claims that the 

of English as a language should be 

··~ 

··-·p. W . . ] • ~~ababan, "Indonesia: The Language 
S i t u a t ion " , b.f=1D_Cl!J.fi9.s__ .. T e a_c h.in .. :f ___ I s s L\ e s_j. n ·---··· t.!.b.!J .. it...l in . .9..!::.\..•~' 1. 
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and functional, The approach used 

:.-Jhi c: j ··, 

the aspects of languaqe lea(nt will enable the students to 
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(2) ability to understand spoken English 

(3l writing ability 
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this condition~ the English Curriculum of SMA .1.984 

emphasizes the teaching of reading as a major achievement 

In thE· Enc,.llish Cun-·icu:l um of Sl"lA 1984~ 

some new concepts that should be included in the reading 

materials, namely the concepts of environment~ demography, 

"~::amtibnas" ~ and employment. In 

keeping with this change, new students' books should have 

to replace the old ones ( which is based on the Eng.li~;h 

Curriculum of SMA 1975 ). Yet, until the new curriculum 

put into for about 4 years, the 

Dep<-.:~r tmen t of Education c;.nd C:..tl t.un2 has not esta.b 1 ishc~d 

books. Consequ~ntly, the SMA teacherr·s cd' 

English have to use the textbo~ks that are made available 

by private publishers, without any assurance whether the 

texts are readable for the int~nded students or not. 

l
. ~ 
. "" the importance of readability ? Sutaria 

stc:<. te~~ that "tt .. re more n::;oada.b 1 e a book .is, the more useful 

.it will bE• a.s c•.r1 aid in teaching pupils". 7 It m6!ans that 

it is important to provide the right book for the 

so that his ability to read will increase. 

As it has been stated formerly, some new textbooks 

7 M i n d i='. C ?. s c: D 1 an ~.:; u t. a r- i a , f.l_§.?. .. ! .!:=. .. _J3_f?._~.Q .. §U',:-_:~L . .:f.9E __ . __ .~_!]gJJ .. ~..b.. 
I.§'_c:\_(;.:.J.::r~ElJl, Ou.eznn City, Phoen i >: F'ub 1 i shing House, 99. 



which are adapted to the new concepts of the English 

Curriculum of SMA 1984 have been established h '' t...y p1~ ivat.e 

publishers, "F'enuntun Pelajaran Bahasa Inggr.i.s 

l<ur i ku 1 um 198·4", Active English for SMA, 

Syllabus English, "Bahasa etc. Among these 

Inggr.i.s 

~::uri ku 1 um ·favour- the 

English teachers of SMA YPPI, SMA Petra, SMA Dapena, SMA 

SMA Stella Maris, etc. use this book 

nDWii:l.di::\y·;::; .. 

TtiE· t.AJf iter· happens; tD te~D.C. h c.1 t SMA YPP I- I ~3urabc.iya. 

Thi2 Enf;Jl:i.sh teacher-s ther·e c.il!;o u~;e "Penuntun Pelajaran 

Inqqr-i£:; BE~r·d-:::..sat~kan l<u.ri.kulum 1984''. The writer 

finds that the first year stud~nts often have no interest 

or feel bored when they come tD the reading class. They 

gt?.t dj. ·f' f icu 1 t.ies .i.n n?ad ing, E~~:;pec .ia.ll y in understanding 

or comprehending from the 

books. the tec.u: her· has to translate almost 

every sentence of the reading passages into Indonesian so 

the students can get the idea of what the passages 

are about. This is~ of course~ time-consuming, and as a 

result, the students find reading boring and troublesome. 

Bas~d on Sutaria's opinion above, the writer feels 

in making a descri~tive study to investigate 

to wh~t extent the readability of the reading materials in 

Inggr·i.s Berdasarkan 



i<u t- i k. u 1 um .1784 II is for the first year students of SMA 

YPPI-- I ~~:u!-.:d:E•-Y<=•. dur-ing the s;chc.ol y·ea.r of 1987-·--1988. 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

The main concern of thi.s study is to investigate 

why t:hf.? mark-:s of the first ·-yE~.:..:u- s:.tudents o·f GM?~, YPPI·-·I 

Surabaya during the school year of 1987- 1988 in the 

40 % of the 300 students got marks below 60. 

Th<.::> majc:w question th-3t guides this study is: To 

what extent is the readability of the reading materials in 

t . l .. ·,e Inggr.is Berdasarkc-•.n 

Ku r i k u 1 u.m .1 '784" for the first students of SMA YPPI-I 

th•2 school year· of 1987-1988 ? This Surabaya during 

qups:;t . .ion :i_s:; ~.;pc:•ci.fied in-l::.o cninclt-· ones: 

(1) Are there many new or difficult words in the 

reading passages ? 

( 2) ?'H--e there mc.my c:ompl icated str-uc:tut-es in the 

reading passages ? 

(3) Are the contents of 

familiar to the stud.:'?nts ? 

(4) Are the contents of the reading 

interesting to the ::.tudents '7 

( 5 ) Are the r e a ny i11ustt-a. ti o ns to 

vocabular-y~ and 

passc:<.ges 

passages 

s implify 

bac kgnKmd 



knowledge unfamiliar to the students ? 

1.3. The Objectives of the Study 

Der·-i .... ;ed directly from the abo-../e for-mulated 

pn.:::•blems, the major objective of the study is to 

investigate to what extent the readability of the reading 

mater··ia.ls in the "Penuntun Pel aj a.r-an Ba.hasa Inggr-is 

Berdasarkan Kurikulum 1984'' is for- the fir-st year- students 

of SI"1A YPP I- I Surc:!baya du1~ in.:~ the sc: hoo 1 y·ear- of 1987-

1988, and the minor objectives are to deter-mine whether-: 

(1) There are many new or difficult words in the 

reading passages, 

r-eading passages, 

( :~;) The con tents of ·:he r-eading passages ar-e 

familiar to the students, 

(4) The contents of the reading passages are 

int:::?r-esting to the ~;tu.dents, 

are some j_llustr-ations to simplify 

a.nd 

knowledge unfamiliar· to the students. 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

Since readinq is the 1irst language skill to be 

a.c: hi eved .in the tea.ching of English and since it is 
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important to provide the right book for the reader, it is 

fOI'"" the teacher to know whether the r-eading 

ma. ter· .ia 1·::; "found in the textbooks ar-e r-ead<.ible 

st.udE·nts .. The data and information obtained ·fr-om this 

study are expected to give the English teachers o"f SMA 

'lPP I····· I 

ma tt::!r·· i~21l s 

:i.r·,;:;;io;:.tht~:; on the readability of the 

.in the "F'enuntun F'elajaran Bahasa 

r-eading 

Inggris 

Berdasarkan Kurikulum 1984''. The data and information will 

a l ~:;o he 1 p the teacher find proper materials which are 

comprehensible so as the students may incr-ee?.se theit-

abi 1 i ty to r·ea.d. 

1.5. Limitations of the Study 

There are so many fact~rs that may influence the 

ac hieveiTh?.nt of r·ead ing compt'·ehension, sue h as attitude, 

motivation, intelligence, schejuling, class-size, reading 

etc. To look for the depth of the analysis, 

t.h.~l.S ~:; t:u.cly is nec:es~;a.r·y limited because of 

limitations of time. 

The writer will deal only with the problem of 

reading material s tha.t r·eadabi 1 i ty of reading 

Inggris rnc:~ ter· ia J s :.tn the ''F'enunt.ur·, Pela..i ar· c:,n Ba ha~.:;a 

Bel'··c1asa r·kan I<Ln-ikulum 1984". Tl·1ere are a series of these 

books f o r SMA students~ beginn .Lng from the first until the 

th.ird In this ~:;tudy~ t. :·1e:· wr··ite r wants to discu.ss 

• 



only the readability of the reading materials found in the 

books of tht:' first year students. It consists of 

books - one for the first semester and the other for the 

second semester. Each book consists of fifteen passages, 

so there are thirty passages altogether. 

determining tr.e 

readability of reading materials. However, the writer will 

only with the problems of vocabulary, structures, 

background knowledge, personal interest, and illustrat1ons 

the 

teacher uses translation in t~e reading class. The other 

t.:h.:~. t. mi:'l.··r hindt:·T the students' a.chievement in the 

read i ng comprehension will not be discussed. 

1.6. Theoretical Framework 

This study is based on the following theo r i e s : 

(1 ) Theory of I n put 

The Input Hy p o thesis state~s t .h a.t "ac quisition" takes 

place as a result of the lea rner ha v ing understood 

input that is a littl e b eyond the curre nt lev el of his 

com~-::•F!tiii:!I"1C E~ i. E;, . the i +· 

(2) The ory o f Affective F i l te r 

. 8 
) . 

Tl""liii:! {~f "h?ct .i ·./ f.i:' Fi lte r Hy pothesis s tates tha.t the ·filt oe::> r 

C) 

w ~:H. t::~r.:ohe n D. l<fa s h e n , Tr o:•.cy D . Terrel l, IJ.L~. 

N.§..t.t,l.C.0 .. ~ .............. B.fl.P.r.::.q _0_!;_tl..: ...... . b .?..lJ.9..'=.\.£':.9 .t:=:: ...... O.!:::.~l.t,!.J.?:i. .. t .i.:.9..D .... ...i.:o ......... t .. b .. E?. .......... r; J .. ?..?.?.C.P.P.if.i., 
England~ Perg a mon Press Ltd .~ 1 983 ~ 32 . 
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contr·ols how much input is converted into intake. It 

i ~- 11 ;;.dfec ti ve 11 because the ·factor-s which dE·termine J. ts 

strength have to do with the learner's motivation, 

self-confidence~ or anxiety state. Learners with high 

motivation, self-confidence, and with low anxiety have 

low filters and so obtain and let in plenty of input. 

Learners with low motivation, little self-confidence, 

high anxiety have high filters and so r-eceive 

a 
little input and allow even less in.' 

(3) Theory of Reading 

(.~CCUI'"dinq to Goodm.=:m, the reading a 

proficient reader draws on three kinds of information: 

q , ... ,':lphopt .. ,on ic information, syntactic information, and 

t . . - t. 10 seman_lc 1nrorma 1on. 

(4) Theory of Readability 

Dupuis and Askov indicate that the four m.:Uor· 

components of readability are: linguistic factors in 

the text, the reader's ba=kground information on the 

subject, the reader's interest in the subject, and the 

1°Christina Bratt Paulston, Mary Newton Bruder, 
I.f.~.2f~.b.i-.09 ...... _f.IJ..9.J ... i.§.LL .... §.'?.._.:L .. ~.?.t:?.<.=.9D.9 .. _ ..... .J::::.§D.9b1.§.9.~ ... L_ . ..I~<.=.bn_.i,_q_'=~g_g; ___ .. ~J .. 9. 
F:x:c:J.<.=f:.?'~q_r::~.~~, 1'1i.::.. r,;sac huse t t s, W i.n t hi·-op Pub 1 is he1~s, Inc • , 
1976, 158 .. 



1.1 

aids to reading found in the text. 11 

1. 7. AssLtmptions 

This study is based on the following assumptions: 

(1) Reading comprehension is the first language skill to 

be achieved in the SMA. 

(2) The students have the average competency in learning 

Englis-1··, they have learned English in the Junior 

High Sc:houl. 

(3) The students are motivated to achieve proficiency in 

the reading class. 

(il·) The "F'enuntun F'elc:\ja.t~c~.n Bahasa Inggris Bet-dasa.rkan 

KuT.ikt.tlu.m 1 'i84" is v~idely used in the St1A, espec ia.ll y 

in Sur·aba}'"·'·. 

1.8. Definition of key Terms 

This final task is entitled "The Readability of 

F:ea.ding MatE:-r- ia. l~:; in the F'enuntun F'ela.jaran Bar,a. sa. Inggt- .is 

Berda.sarkan Kurikulum 1984''. To avoid misundersta.nding, 

some key terms used in this study are defined below before 

the writer proceeds the core of her s tudy. 

11 Nar-y 1'1. Du.puis ~ Eu-. ice N. Askov, G.S:Jn.t...~n L...._f1re~ 
r:=;:.~.<~(J.~J.:L9. .. L ..... A.tJ ....... .LO.i.t:i:.Y..~-q_L..\.~L~-.~~c.L .Rfl.P-.r~lli.~-C.: ... b_, New J e r·~~ey, P rent: .. ice-
Hall, Inc., 1982~ 234. 



1.2 

Readability is the sum total of vocabulary, structures, 

knowledqe, persona. I interest, and 

illustrations within a given piece of printed materials 

that affects the success which a group of readers have 

with it. The success is the extent to which 

undel'··~:;; tand .. !. t, 

1" in ten:~s t.inq ...... 

read it at optimum speed and f i.nd 

thr~y 

it 

Re;;:qj inq materia 1 s re·fet-- to u··loSe ·found in the II F'enu.n tun 

F'elajaran Bahasa Inggris Berdasarkan ~::uriku.lu.m 1'=!84'' 

for the first year of SMA. 

New vocabulary refers to th~se words which the learner· 

have never met in either or3l or written language. 

Diffict.tlt vocabulary refers to those words whose 

meanings the learner is not familiar with. 

Complicated structures refer to those with a great 

r·lumhE·l'- o·f 1 ong sentences a1··1d numerous occurrences of 

infrequent or rare patterns. 

1. 9. Organization of the Thesi!:; 

Thi':; thesis consists of five chapters. ChaptE:>r I 

deals with the background of the problem, statement of the 

problem, the objectives, assumptions, and the 1 imi ta. ticms; 

of stu.dy ~ theor-etica.l <::<.ssumptions, 

121,_)1.. I '":>':!"":< 
-···-~-...... ~. .. ~ ...,;... ·-· ·-· . 
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definition of key terms~ and the organization of the 

thesis. Chapter II presents review of the related 

literature. Chapter III deals with the research design~ 

tt1e subject of the study, instruments, the procedures of 

data collection, and the techniques for data analysis. The 

findings and the interpretation of the findings are 

presented in Chapter IV. Chapter V will be the conclusion 

and suggestion of the study. 




