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ABSTRACT 

Santoso, Sisca. The Effect of Using Picture Series with Group Work Discussion 
Technique on the Narrative Achievement of the English Department Students of 
Widya Mandala University. Thesis. Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni. 
FKIP. Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya. 
Advisors: 1. Dra. Siti Mina Tamah, M.Pd. 

2. Rosalia lnekke Gunawan, S.Pd. 

Keywords: Writing, Narrative, Picture Series, Group Work Disc1•ssion. 

The fielcl of language skills are not only speaking, reading and listening, but 
also writing. The learners should be aLle to 111asta thos.: skill5, especiall~r writing skill 
that plays a major role in life and also in the educational purposes (Lorch, 1984:4 ). 

However, t!le fact ~haws that learning how to write is not easy. Many students 
still face some protlems when they are asK.ed to write a compositiou. During the 
writer's study time as one of the English Department students of Widya Mandala 
University, she found d:fficulties when ~he was asked to write a compos~tion. This 
:::ondition al~o tappened to !he writer's iriwd~ ar.ri other s,ucents of English 
Deoart11:ent of Widyc. Ivhndda Uaiversity. Many of them of,en L:!t unmotiv::tted and 
uneasy to write since they have often faced difficulties in getting ideas to vrrite. 

In order to overcome the problem, the writer ccnducted a research in whicn a 
new technique in teaching writing through picture series v.rith group work di:;cussion 
'N<'S employed. ~in..-:e picture series are related to telling a story or narration, the!' in 
this study, the writer only discussed the application of the technique namely picture 
series with group work discussion to teach narrative writing. 

The population of this study was the second semester English Department 
students of the year 2001-2002. The writer used two classes as the samples. Both 
groups were then given different treatments. The experimental group was taught using 
picture series with group work discussion while the central group was taught using 
picture series with oral questions. Both groups were given three treatments before the 
writer conducted the posttest to them. The total scores served as the representation of 
the students' writing achievement. 

In order to find out the answer to the questions and directly to test the 
hypothesis of this study, the writer then analyzed the result of the posttest of both 
goups by using t-.est. Th~ resdt cf thi:; sta+i5tical c:1l;:;uiation indicates the:-e is a 
significant difference between the writing achievement of the students taught using 
picture series with group work discussion than the one of the students taught using 
picture series with oral questions. 

v 



APPROVAL SHEET(!) .. 

PBRP.,.- '<~A.4N 

Unl•-~·•t , · ~ • · ••k Widn Mauciala 

''·"BAYA 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

APPROVAL SHEET (2). . . . . 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS .. 

ABSTRACT ... 

TABLE OF CONTENTS .... 

. . I 

.. .. 11 

''' .... iii 

"" 'v 

.. ..... VI 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION ................................................................... 1 

1.1 Background of the Study ......................................... . ......... ' .. l 

:.2 Statem~nt of the Problem ................................................................... 3 

1.3 Objective ofthe Study ....................................................................... 4 

1.4 Hypothesis .................................................................................. .4 

1.5 Significance of ~he Study .................................................................... 5 

1.6 Sc0pe and Limitation of the Study ........................................................ 5 

1. 7 Definition of the Key Terms ............................................................... 6 

1. 8 Organization of the Thesis... . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . .............................................. 7 

CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF REI. A TED LITERATURE... . . .. . . . . . ............................. 8 

2.1 The Theory oC Vlnting ...................................................................... 8 

2.1.1 The Importance of Writing .......................................................... 9 

2.1.2 The Nature of Narrative Writing ................................................. .1 0 

2.2 Media ......................................................................................... 11 

2.2.1 The Importance of Using Media in the Teaching and Learning 

Activity ............................................................................. 12 

2.2.2 The Princ!ule of ~e!eciing Media for Specific Needs...... . .. 13 

2.2.3 Visual Aids ........................................................................... 14 

2.2.4 Picture Series........... ... ... ... ... ... ... ... . .. ... ... ... ... ... ... ..... ...15 

2.2.4.1 The FunctionofPicture Series .................................... 16 

2.2.4.2 'fno.: Adv:1n•age~ of Using Picture Series.......... .. . . 16 

2.2.4.3 The Criteria of Selecting Picture Series ........................ .17 

VI 



2.3 The Nature of Group Work Discussion .................................................. 18 

2.3.1 Types of Group Work ............................................................ 20 

2.3.2 The Advantages of Group Work............... . ............................. 20 

2.4 Teaching Writing through Group Work............. . ........................... 22 

2.4.1 The Organization of Group Work ................................................. 22 

2.4.1.1 The Size of the Group ..................................................... 23 

2.4.1.2 The Range Ability of the Group Members ............................. 23 

2 4.1.3 The Principle of Seating Arrangement. . ................ 24 

2.4.2 The Role of Teacher. ..................... . . ....... 24 

2.4.3 Tk JZole 0f Students ............ . . ... 26 

2.5 Oral Questions...... .. . .. . .. . .. . .. ............ . ············· .................. 27 

2.6 Review ofRelatd Studies ....................... . . ..... 28 

CHAPTER III: RESEARCH METHOD ................. .................................... .... 29 

:J.l Research Dtosign .................................................................. .... 29 

3.2 Popuh~ion and Sample.............................. . ............................. 3 ~ 

3.3 Treatments .................................................................................. 32 

3.4 Research illstrument .................................................................. .33 

3.5 Research Material................................. . ............................ 34 

3.6 Time Allocation of the Research .......................................................... 34 

3.7 Procedure of Collecting Data ............................................................. 35 

3.7.1 Raters ................................................................................. 35 

3.7.2 Technique of Scoring ............................................................... 36 

3.8 Procedure of Data Analysis .............................................................. 37 

C'l..\:?TEP. IV: DATA ANA LYSI~ .\NU FINDINGS ... .. 39 

4.1 Data ................................................ . . ................................... 39 

4.2 Analysis of the Findings ................................................................. .40 

4.2.1 Analysis of the Findings Based on the Total Score................ . .. .41 

4.2.2 Analysis of the Findings Based on the Content Component.. ............ .42 

4.2.3 Analysis of the Findings Based on the Organization Component. ....... .43 

Vll 



4.3 Hypothesis Testing ........................................................................ .43 

4.4 The Interpretation of the Findings ....................................................... .44 

CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ......................................... .47 

5.1 Conclusion .................................................................................. .47 

5.2 Suggestions ................................................................................ .49 

BIBLIOGRAPHY .............................................................................. 51 

APPENt)TXES 

Appendix 1• Calculation for Two Means Test 

Apoenaix 2 Experiment Results (Exper:mental Group) 

Appendix 3 Experiment ResJlts (Control Group) 

f_ppendix ·-L Calculation for Two Mean:; Test (Posttest) 

Appendix: • Calcularior. for T-.vo Means Test Basec; on the Content Component 

Appendix 5• Calculation for Two Means Test Based on the Organization Component 

Appendix 7: Criteria of~ coring Br..st>d on the ESL Composition Profile 

ApFI:dix 8• Materiai for the Trearmerts 

Vlll 




