
WALT DISNEY COMIC'S CHARACTERS' SOCIAL CLASS 
AS REFLECTED IN THEIR SPEECH STYLE 

A THESIS 

In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
For the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in 

English Language Teaching 

No. INDUK 3CJ3Li /OI 

TGL· TERI\AA ;..f. 3 

By: s.J..Yf" 
'FADI·H 

-
---------------

VERA SUSANA No. BUKU Ff<-i ff 
1213096022 SLI.S 

LH 

KCPI KE ( {JCifU) 

UNIVERSITAS KA10LIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA 

FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 

JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI 

PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 
FEBRUARI, 2001 

'01 



APPROVAL SHEET 

(1) 

This thesis entitled WALT DISNEY COMIC'S CHARACTERS' SOCIAL 

CLASS AS REFLECTED IN THEIR SPEECH STYLE which is prepared and 

submitted by Vera Susana has been approved and accepted as a partial fulfillment of 

the requirement for the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language Teaching 

Faculty by the following advisors: 

/ 
/f~ 

£ _____ _ 

,.~ M J>. 8oetrisno, M. A Dra. Istiani Ichlas, M. Pd. 

First advisor Second advisor 



APPROVAL SHEET 

(2) 

This thesis has been examined by the committee of an Oral Examination with 

the grade of _._A_,__ __ on February 26,2001 

I 

~-
Drs. A. Gurito 

Chairman 

Drs. M.P. Soetrisno. M.A. 

Member Member 

Dra. Istiani Tchlas, M.Pd. 

Member 

M.Pd. 

Dean of the 

Teachers Training Faculty English Department 

11 



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

First of all, l would like to thank God in the name of Jesus Christ who has 

blessed me to write this thesis, for without my God the thesis would not have finished 

well. 

My deepest gratitude goes to Drs. M. P. Soetrisno, M.A. my first advisor, who 

during the process of this thesis was always helpful and incredibly resourceful in 

giving me so valuable advice, suggestions, comments and input about phonology. He 

helped me learn about sound changes. 

l am also in debt to Ora. lstiani lchlas, M. Pd., my second advisor, for giving 

me guidance for the improvement of my thesis. She helped me by giving some extra 

time in which to revise. 

I want to thank the chairman of the panel on the oral examination, Drs. 

Antonius Gurito, and the member Ora. Susana Teopilus, M. Pd., for spending their 

valuable time to conduct the oral examination and give the constructive suggestions 

to improve the thesis. 

I also want to thank all of the lecturers for their assistance during my study at 

the English Department. 

l really wish to express my loving gratitude to my Mom and Dad, to whom I 

present this thesis, and to my dear sisters, Oei San Tjie, Oei San Mee (t R.I.P.), 

Henny, and Lanny. They deserve more thanks than i can express. 

1\\ 



I would like to thank my best friends Yulia Felicia, A. Ni Nyoman S. R. and 

Liliana, who have given me special support, advice and encouragement to finish my 

thesis. 

Last but not least, I also want to express my loving t,rratitude to my beloved, 

Fransiscus Setiono, for being kind and for his support which makes it possible for me 

to finish this thesis. He has been great spirit and has motivated me in finishing my 

study. 

l believe that l could not have managed to write this thesis without the support 

that was generously given by all concerned. God bless them abundantly. 

Vera Susana 

IV 



PBRPUSTA'!:.AAN 
Unt•enltu Katolik Widf• Mando~ia 

liliJRAl:IAY4 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Page 

APPROVAL SHEET ( 1) ........................................................................................ . 

APPROVAL SHEET (2) .......................................................................................... ll 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ........................................................................................ 111 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ........... ................... ............ ................................... ........ v 

ABSTRACT ............................................................................................................ VIII 

CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the study ..................................................................................... . 

1.2 Statement of the problem ................................................................................... 2 

1.3 Object\ve of the study ......................................................................................... 3 

1.4 Significance of the study..................................................................................... 3 

1.5 Scope and limitation of the study ....................................................................... 4 

1.6 Theoretical framework ....................................................................................... 4 

1. 7 Definition ofkey term ............ .... ... .. .. ........................... ......................... ...... .. .. .. . 5 

1.8 Organization of the study ................................................................................... 7 

CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

2.1 Background of the characters of Walt Disney's comic ...................................... 8 

2.2 Theoretical framework ....................................................................................... 11 

v 



2.2.1 Sociolinguistics ........................................................................................ 11 

2.2.2 Dialect ··················································· .......... ········································ 14 

2.2.3 Speech Style ... .......... . ....................................................................... 15 

2.3 Sound Changes .................................................................................................. 18 

2.4 Some previous related studies ............................................................................ 29 

CHAPTER III: RESEARCI1 METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Nature of" the study ........................................................................................... 30 

3.2 Object of the study ............................................................................................ 31 

3.3 Research Instrument ........................................................................................... 32 

3.4 Procedures of data collection ............................................................................. 32 

3.5 Procedures of data analysis ................................................................................ 32 

CHAPTER IV: DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE FINDINGS 

4.1 Data analysis ....................................................................................................... 34 

4.2 Interpretation of the findings .............................................................................. 38 

4.2.1 Donald Duck's utterances ......................................................................... 38 

4.2.2 Uncle Scrooge, Gyro, Daisy's utterances .................................................. 39 

4.2.3 Dewey, Huey, Louie's utterances .............................................................. 41 

4.2.4 Beagle Boys' utterances ............................................................................ 43 

4.2.5 Gladstone Gander's utterances ................................................................. 46 

4.3 Vocabulary reflects speech style ........................................................................ 48 

4.4 Vocabulary reflects social class .......................................................................... 48 

Vi 



CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION 

5.1 Summary ............................................................................................................ 50 

5.2 Conclusion .......................................................................................................... 52 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDICES: 

APPENDIX (I) 

APPENDIX (2) 

APPENDIX (3) 

APPENDIX (4) 

VII 



ABSTRACT 

Vera Susana, Walt Disney Comic's Characters' Social Class as Reflected in Their 
Speech Style. S-l Thesis. The English Department student of Widya Mandala 
Surabaya, 2001. 
Advisors: Drs. M.P. Soetrisno, M.A. 

Ora. Istiani lchlas, M. Pd. 

Keywords: vocabulary, character, Walt Disney, Gladstone edition social class, speech 
style. 

This study is structured to show the phenomena of vocabulary that are used by 
the characters of Walt Disney comic. Realizing hO\V broad the discussion of 
vocabulary could be, the writer Jinds it necessary to limit it into the vocabulary that 
deviate from the regular pronunciation, which is used in Walt Disney comic, 
Gladstone edition. The vocabulary that deviate from the regular pronunciation 
demonstrate casual style. 

By writing this thesis, the writer intends to gain some knowledge of sound 
changes. The writer describes the process of sound changes because the spelling of 
the words shows the pronunciation of Walt Disney's characters. The sound changes 
can be explained in terms of assimilation. It seems that the more sounds are 
assimilated or deleted when a person is speaking, the more casual his language, or, 
perhaps the lower his social status is. 

The writer needs some theories which could be very helpful in analysing the 
data. Traugott (I 980: 309) states that vocabulary is important to identify our social 
status in society. O'Donnel (1980: 78) states that vocabulary will be choosen with 
care to tend people's prestige and a person reveals his educational background 
through his choice of words. 

The writer analyses the vocabulary from two points of view: phonology and 
syntax. From the phonological point of view, the writer analyzes the vocabulary in 
terms of anticipatory assimilation, progressive assimilation, reciprocal assimilation, 
deleted sound, addition, -ing suffix. From the syntactic point of view, the writer 
analyzes the vocabulary in terms of the use of ain't and the absence of copula. 

The writer uses qualitative research design because it does not coneern with 
any number. 
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