
THE EFFECf OF USING PICTORIAL STORY 
TELLING AND SONGS IN TEACHING VOCABULARY ON 
THE ENGLISH VOCABULARY ACHIEVEMENT OF THE 

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL STUDENTS 

A THESIS 

As Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
For the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in 
English Language Teaching Faculty 

By: 

WIDYA ANDY SONDAKH 

1213096038 

UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA 

FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN 

JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI 

PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS 
JULY, 2000 



APPROVAL SHEET 

(1) 

Titis tht:'sis entitled THE EFFECT OF LSING PICTORL\L STORY 

TELLING AND SONGS IN TEACHING VOCABCLARY ON THE 

ENGLISH VOCABULARY ACHIEVEMENT OF THE ELEl\'IENTARY 

SCHOOL STIJDENTS -v,.nich is prepared and 8ubmitted b~ Widya Andy 

Sondakh ha~ b.:en approved and acc . .\pt~o'd a"> a pan ial fulfillment of the 

requiremt'nt for the Sarjana Pendidikru1 Degree in English Lruu.:uag~' T eachiug 

Faculty by the following advisors : 

Dr. Ve.-onica L. Diptoadi,M.Sc. 

First Advisor Second Advisor 

11 



APPROVAL SHEET 

(2) 

TI1is thesis has been examined by th.: committee of an Oral Examination 

with the grade of on 

Drs. M.P. Soetrisno, .MA. 

Chaim1an 

Dr. Veronica L.D., M.Sc. 

Member M'-"mber 

Approved by : 

~----=-
Dr .• .\.. Ngadiman"J\1.Pd ,. 

Dean ofthe Ill< ad of the 

Teachers Training Faculty English Depill'tm ent 

111 



ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

First of all, the writer would like to express her sincere gratitude to the 

Heavenly Father \Wo has given prosperity to the writer to write this thesis well by 

His Holy Spirit. 

The writer would also like to dedicate her deepest gratitude and 

appreciation to these following people \Wo had guided and helped her in finishing 

this thesis : 

1. Dr. Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc., the writer's first thesis advisor, who has 

patiently guided, and provided her valuable time and suggestions in finishing 

the "'Titer's thesis. 

2. Dra Agnes Santi W., M.Pd., the writer's second advisor, who has kindly 

helped the writer by giving her precious suggestion and time in completing 

this thesis. 

3. Mr. Erdjono, the Headmaster of SDK ST XAVERIUS II, who has kindly 

welcomed the writer and given chances for the writer to conduct her rese::rch. 

4. Mrs. Elda, the English teacher of SDK St XA VERIUS II, \Wo has helped the 

writer with her valuable information. 

5. Mrs. Veronica Sumami, the Heaanistress of SDK St THERESIA II, \>vho has 

willingly welcomed and given opportunity to the writer to collect data needed 

for her research. 

6. Mrs. MC Santi Prasasti, the English teacher of SDK St THERESIA II, who 

has patiently helped the writer to conduct the experiment in her classes. 



7. Ir. Nicolas Agung Pratondo, MBA., for all the contributions (materially and 

spiritually), suggestions and encouragement to the VJriter in finishing her 

thesis. 

8. All the lecturers of the English Department of Widya Mandala University, 

'-'ilO have provided the writer with knowledge and ability during her study 

there. 

9. All the teachers of SDK St XA VERIUS II and SDK St TIIERESIA II who 

have welcomed the VJriter as their college during the experiment. 

10. All the students of SDK St XA VERIUS II and SDK St TIIERESIA II at the 

academic year 1999-2000, who have participated during the experiment. 

11. All the expelis and writers -who could not be mentioned one by one for all the 

opinions and ideas which enriches the writer's knowledge and reference in 

completing her thesis. 

12. All friends and Library Staff who have helped the writer with their O\Ntl way. 

13. Last but not least to the writer's beloved family for their prayer, love, support 

and encouragement all the time. 

Finally, the writer would also like to thank to those who have not been 

·mentioned for giving her contribution and support in completing this thesis. 

Thank you very much and God bless you. 

v 

Surabaya, 27 July 2000 

The Writer 



TABLE OF' CONTENT 

Page 

APPROVAL SHEET (1) 

APPROVAL SHEET(2) 

ACKNOWLDEGMENf 

TABLE OF CONfENT 

ABSTRACT 

II 

Ill 

IV 

VI 

IX 

CHAPTER I INTitODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study 

1 

1 

1.2 Statement ofthe Problem 5 

1.3 Objective ofthe Study 5 

1.4 Hypothesis 5 

1.5 Significance ofthe Study 6 

1.6 Scope and Limitation ofthe Study 6 

1) Titeoretical Fmnework 6 

1.8 Definition ofthe Key Tenns 8 

1.9 Organization ofthe Study 10 

CHAPTER II : REVIEW AND RELATED LITERATURE 11 

2.1 The Nature ofVocabulary 11 

J 2.2 The Importance ofTeaching Vocabulary 11 

2.3 The Use of Story Telling in Teaching Vocabulary 13 

2.3.1The Advantages of Story Telling 13 

2.3.2 The Values of Story Telling 18 

2.3.3 Choosing a Stmy 19 

2.3.4 Presenting the Story 20 

2.411le Use ofBackground Music in Story Telling 21 

2.5 The Use of Songs in Teaching Vocabulruy 23 

2.5.111le Advantages ofUsing Songs 24 

2.5.2 Choosing a Song 25 

vi 



CHAPTER III 

CHAPTER IV 

CHAPTER V 

2.5.3 Presenting a Song 

2.6 Previous Studies 

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

3.1 Research Design 

3.2 Subjects 

3.3 Research Instrument 

3.3.1 Test Validity 

3.3.2 Item Reliability 

3.3.3 Item Analysis 

3.3.3.1 Item Difficulty 

3.3.3.2 Item Discrimination 

3.4 Teaching Materirus 

3.5 The Try Out 

3.6 Procedures of Colleding Data 

3. 7 Procedures of Data Analysis 

: DATA ANALYSIS AND INfERPRET ATION OF 

TilE FINDINGS 

4.1 Analysis ofthe Findings 

4.1.1 The Findings 

4. 2 Interpretation of the Findings 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

5.1 Conclusion 

5.2 Suggestions 

5.2.1 Suggestions for the Teacher 

5. 2.1.1 Teaching Vocabu I ary through 

St01y Telling 

5.2.1.2 Teaching Vocabulary through Songs 

5.2.2 Recommendation for Further Research 

VII 

27 

27 

29 

29 

29 

30 

32 

32 

33 

33 

34 

36 

36 

37 

39 

41 

41 

43 

45 

47 

47 

47 

48 

48 



ABSTRACT 

Sondakh, Widya Andy. 2000. TI1e Effect of Using Pictorial Story Telling and 
Songs in Teaching Vocabulary on the English Vocabulary Achievement of 
the Elementary School Students. Thesis. Program Study Pendidikfm 
Bahasa dan Seni. Jurusan Bahasa Inggris. Fakultru> Keguruan dan Ilmu 
Pendidikan. Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya. 
Advisors: Dr. Veronica L. Diptoadi M.Sc., and Dra Agnes Santi W.M.Pd. 

Kt>y words: Story Telling, Songs, Vocabulary and Achievement. 

English llil ;:m Intomational lauguage become~-> an import:mt l:mguage in 
almost all fields in this globalization era. Therefore, it's no wonder if Engli~h 
begins to be taught in schools. Primarily, English became one of the ~ubject 

lessons of Junior and Senior High School students, but then according to the 199•1 
Cun·icuhnn, English becomes to be taught to Elementary School students. 

Mastering a language means learning the hmguage components 
(phonology, vocabulary and grammar) and language skills (listening, speaking, 
reading and writing). Among these components, vocabulary becomes the 
important part that should be mastered by the beginner Ieamer of English. 
Ho\\-ever, the English teacher usually uses a vocabulary list to teach nevv 
vocabulary to the students without considering their need <md world vvhich still 
bound with g<nnes and happiness. Vocabulary list as an old-fashioned technique 
of teaching English only creates stress and boredom to the students. Mos1 of the 
students have difliculties in memorizing the Jines of the words. Therefore, 
students foci that English is a difficult subject to be lcm11t. 

Listening to stories and singing a song are the activities that chilc.b-en 
usually like to do. And it is amazing to know how children remember the new 
words used in the stories and songs. TI1is means that they learn new vocabularies 
\1\i'hile they et1ioy the activities. Related to this fact, it can be accepted that these 
two kinds of m.1ivities can be good techniques to teach vocabulary to young 
children. Based on the above reason, the writer is challenged to compar,3 both 
techniques to teach vocabulary to the elementary school E.1:udents. 

In conducting this study, the writer used two classes ofthe fourth grade of 
SDK St THERESIA II Surabaya as the subject of her study, namely group A and 
group B. TI1ose two groups were given different treatments. Group A was taught 
vocabulary by using story telling, while group B was taught by using songs. TI1en, 
both classes ru~ given post-test that is in the fonn of 30 multiple choice items. 

l11e result of the calculation of post-test shows that the vocabulruy 
achievement of students who were taught using songs is higher than those taught 
using story telling. This happened because teaching vocabulary by using story 
telling needs a special story telling book which have to tell in a good expression to 
a class which consists of approximately 20 s.tudents . Besides, it also proves that 
both story telling and songs are good techniques to teach vocabulary to the 
elementary school students. 
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