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Background of the Study

In Indeonesia. English is the first foreign
language to be taught from Elementary School to
University. [here are two main vreasone for thisg,

Firet, English as an Internaticnal languaage tas been

wused 11n almost all countries in the wWorld. Second,
English is needed 1in many occasioneg, such  as  in
transteryring technologies, finding a Jjob, managilng
tourism. That is why ‘“English 1s an important
language and teaching English is important." (Dawson,

Zollinger, Elwell, 1962:19%}

According to Mary Finnochiarao (1974:560),
speaking is considered primary. This can be proved by
the +fact that almost all speakers of a language can
orally wuse the language tc carry out their daily
activities and to communicate in all events and
experiences they are involved in to othey gspeakers.
Therefore, speaking becomes an important item in
language teaching as stated by Broughton (1978:27)
who says that the primary objective of teaching
English to the Foreign language students is to make
the students have the speaking ability. It is also
supported by Rivers (1968:160) who gays the students
study a foreign language with the strong conviction
that language means sgmething spoken. In reality,

however, many students studying English can not speak



English ov orally express their ideas well even after
learning 1t for several vyvears.

The students low speaking ability is caused by
the Ffallowing Ffactors. Fivstly, "English teschers
seem to be talking too much in speaking class  and

dominate the lessons”, conseguently, students become

accustomed to sitting quietly and ltietening yather
than scting. Therefore, they afttern find i1t drFFicuit
to extend theiyr opportunities to imprave theiv

speaking ability because they practice less.
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Secondly, students are aoften reluctant and
discauraged to speabl in the targst language becauss
they hesitate to talk. They are afraid of making
mistakes. This reascon makes them reluctant to try to
say even an English word in theiyr communication, even
when they are in an English speaking class. They may
feel shy if somebody figures out the grammatical
mistake they make. Furthermore, they are often
woryied about pronounciation. Thay think they are
always pronoucing the word incorrvectly. They assume
that they should speak with appropriate chosen words, .
with correct pronocunciation and grammar when they are
speaking the language.

Thirdly, the scsize of the gpeaking class 1in
English Department is good and suittable for speaking
activity because the number of the students in class
is abpout twenty to twenty five students only. The
prablem is the students cannot speak to the teacher

simultanecusly becauce most of the students are



usually shy, doubtful ang less confidence while they

are speaking. As Garry Apbbot (1981:12) stated:

In a class (say) 5SG,  everyone can read
simultansously: pvervans AR Wil te
simul taneously: and everyone can listen tao  the
teacher ecimulianecusly out  they cannot all
speal to the teacher simultanecusly unless they
have all been carsfully trained to utter the

came centences 1n Chorus.

Frnother nroblem that often happens 15 10 the
apeaking cilass is often dominated by several ACTive
stugents, The consequence 15 that the teacher, they

need encouragemant, motivation, and chances so  that

the can express what they think and Ffze
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language tnevy sve leavning.

To overcome those problems, simulation game may
he wused as a technigue to teach speaking to the
students. GSimulation game suggested as a way  odbt

because or the follawing reascns. First, 1t motivates

and 1is fun; second, 1t is more congruent wit The
learning process than chalk—-and-talk teaching
practices; third, it 1 more like the "real" world

than the traditioconal classraoom. Finally, iaproved

performance, greater retention, and better
understanding of complexity. (David Crookalil,

1990:14) Thus, it seems that simulation game 15 &
good technique to motivate and encourage the students
to perform and communicate in the language they are

learning in real situations.
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Derived

the Problem
this study suggest simulation game as  a

teach speabing, the nproblem statement of

1 "How can simulation game be used for
at the Etngligh Depariment of
Catholic University 2
the Study
divectly +rom the problem above, this

study 15 intended to present the feasibility of using
simulation GAame 1n teaching speaking at The
University level.
Significance of the Study

The writer hopes this study will be of some
help for teachers who want to teach speaking through
simulation game ana for =students who want to use
simulation game ag 3 way to 1mprove 4Lheily  soeakling

afpility.
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1.7

Definition of Key Terms

To avoid misinterpretation and
misunderstanding, the writer would like to give
detinition of the key terms used hefore gl ng
furthevr. They are as follows:

1.6.1 Technique
Technique 1s a particulay trick, strategisc
or contrivance used to accomplish an obiective
(Richard and Rodgers, 1984:13)
1.6.2 Simulation game
Troyvka defines simulation game as
replications of a real environment that calls
far the participants toc take actionm and make
decisions as if they were actually operating in
that environment. Where as Kemp defines it as
an abstract representation of real life

situation that reguires a learner of a team to

solve a complex problem.

Methodology of the Thesis
This study 1is a library research. In other
words, the writer has througly studied many books,

papers and articles to complete her study,.

Organization of the Study

This papers consists of five chapters. Chapter
one deals with includes the background of the study,
scope and limitaticn, detinition of key terms,

methodology, and organization of the paper. Chapter
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appraach, communicative competence. Chapter thvres

ftalks about the theorw of zimulaticn gamo. (Croayps
fowr ig the cteps i s gpoben Englien Lherouaoh
eimul At on Cigifmes . rmomtoy frwvm 15 the oonoluol o






