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ABSTRACT

Wijaya, Angela Cicilia. 1997. A Study of Two-Word
Utterances of Two Two-Year 0Old Chinese Children.
Thesis. Program Studi Pendidikan Bahasa dan Seni.
FKIP. Universitas KXatolik Widya Mandala Surabavya.
Advisors : (I) DR. D, Wagiman A, MA. (II) Drs. Sabar-
di, M.Pd

Key Words : acquisition, utterance, telegraphic speech

This thesis deals with the acgquisition of children’s
language during the two-word utterances period. In this
period children tend to produce utterances. which are
called telegraphic utterances. It means that most of their
utterances c¢ontain with content words and not the func-
tional words. They omit those functional words.

To support her thesis, the writer provides the theory
of language acquisition, the input hypothesis and the
theory of telegraphic speech itself. Based on those theo-
ries, the writer tried to analyze the omissions happened
in two Indonesian children telegraphic speech. The writer
also completed her analysis with the analysis of the
semantic relationship and the syntactic system that occur
in children’s two-word utterances.

To collect the data, the writer prepared a tape re-
corder and casettes to record the children’s speech. The
writer classified the data based on the telegraphic speech
omissions happened.

The results were as follow. The subjects’ telegraphic
speech had some characteristics; they were the omissiocn of
the subhject of the utterance, the omission of the bound
morpheme and also the omission of the preposition. For the
semanti relationship and the syntactic system analysis
results ‘can be seen in the tables.

The writer concluded that two years old children did
experienced the telegraphic speech period in their two-
word utterances phase. In experiencing this perlod, each
child face different cases. It depends on the matuarity of
each child to acquire a language.
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