A STUDY ON THE ATTITUDES OF MARGARET,
THE MAIN CHARACTER OF TENNESSEE WILLIAMS'
PLAY: CAT ON A HOT TIN ROOF

A THESIS

'

In Partial Fulftiment of the Requirements for
f the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in

English Language Teaching

No. INDUX 6‘249/{.)(5

— I——

\ TaL TERI 1 Q1. 2. g€
y | |

o, Lk f K-
| wid
By . M -y
KCPI KE (A Ty )
MIEKE KESUMA WIDJAJA .
1213090009

UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA
FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN
JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS
NOPEMBER, 1995



APPROVAL SHEET
(1)

Thie theeis entitled ____A_study on The Attitudes
of Margaret. The Main Character of Tennessee Williams™
Play: Cat on a Hot Tin Roof _ and prepared and submitted
by Mieke Kesuma Widjaja has been approved and accepted
as partial fulfilment of the requirements for Sarjana
Pendidikan degree in English Language Teaching by the

following advisors.

(S N

Drs. Stefsnus Laga Tukan, M.Pd. Dra. Siti7Mina Tamah

First Advisor Second Advisor



APPROVAL SHEET
(2)

This thesis hae been examined by the Committee on

Oral Examination with a grade of

on 21 November 1895.

Dre. Antonius Gurito

Chairman

-
Dra. Elﬂtjﬂ E.x HﬂnkoQ, M.Pd.

Member

' = fead of the Engllsh
Tralnlng College Department

ii



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The writer would like to thank God and Mother

Mary for giving her good health, clear mind, and spiritu-

al guide while she struggled to accomplish this final

academic task.
She would like to give her deep appreciation and
gratitude to:

1. Drs. Stefanus Laga Tukan, M.Pd., her first advisor,
only because of his valuable advises, comments, criti-
cism, sugdgestions, and evaluatlons, the writer is able
to finish this thesis.

2. Dra. ©Siti Mina Tamah, her second advisor, who gives
her valuable time in correcting and evaluating this
thesis writing.

She wants to express her special thanks to:

1. Mrs. Lucia Andrilana, the writer's dear mother, who
supports her financially and mentally till the end of
her study.

2. Mr. Tjakra Tjiandra, her beloved one, only because of

iii



his loves, cares, and supports, without which the
wvriter is unable to finish this academic task.
. Her sieters and brothers because of their supports and

prayers.

The writer

iv



TABLE OF CONTENT

APPROVAL SHEET (1) ... ... .. e eeeeen i
APPROVAL SHEET (2) .. ... e e e e e e e it
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS . ... ... ... . .. it i fil
TABLE OF CONTENT . ........ ... .. .. it v
ABETRACT ::csssonssnsdszsnssnsrsbsnsasnsbissisnasadisssa ix
CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION ..................0ciiuinnnn.. 1
1.1 Background of the study ............... 1

1.2 Statement of the problem .............. 3

1.3 Objective of the study ................ 4

1.4 Significance of the study ............. 4

1.5 Sceope and limitation .................. 6

1.6 Definition of key terms ............... 6

1.7 Theoretical framework ................. 8

1.8 Organization of the thesis ............ 9

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE .............. 10
. 2.1 Literature ................ .. ... 0000, 10



CHAPTER III

CHAPTER IV

2.1.1 Drama

............................... 12
2dd ChBYRCERYB ovcomuevswnss x50 885883653 13
2.2 Behaviocural psychology ................ 17
METHODOLOGY ... ...... ... .. .. ... ... ...... 22
3.1 Research design . ... ... ... . ... ... 22
3.2 Research data ........ .. ... ... ... ...... 24
3.3 Research instrument ................... 24
3.4 Data collecting procedure ............. 25
3.5 Data analysis procedure ............... 26
ANALYSIS AND FINDINGS ..................... 29
4.1 The +types of attitudes that Margaret,

the protagonist of Cat opn a Hot Tin

Roof, dieplay +to-the.other

characters aroulid he¥ .. ....oav0500+35:3 39
4.1.1 Negative attitudes .................. 31
4.1.1.1 Ill-tempered ....... ... . ... ...... 3L
4.1.1.2 Ill-disposed ...... ... 33
4.1.2 Positive attitudes .......ccovvamucan 35
4.1.2.1 Respect ... ... .. . @ e 35

vi



CHAPTER V

W [0
.2 The

Loving .. ... e

factors making Margaret behaves

like that ... ... i e e e e e,

Ny g N

.3 The

.2.1 Internal conflict .........._ ........

.2.2 The factors related to other charac-

The relationship between Brick and
Margaret ......... .. iieeiiiinnin.
The relationship between Big Daddy
and Margaret ..........ccciiiiiin.n
The relationship between Big Mama
and Margaret ......................
The relationship between Gooper and
Margaret .. ..... ...
The relationship between Mae and
Margaret .......... ...

way Margaret shows her attitudes ..

CONCLUSION .. ... ... it eeean
B.1 SUMMATY -t it ittt ettt ettt e e e,

5.2 SuggeBtion .. ...t

vii

39
39

45

45

46

47

49

51



BIBLIOGRAPHY . ...... ... ..t e e et

APPENDICES

1. The Biography of Tennessee Williams
2. Synopslis of Cat on a Hot Tin Roof
3. Play Cat on a Hot Tin Roof

viii



ABSTRACT

Widjaja, Mieke Kesuma. A Study on the Attitudes of Marga-
ret, the Main Character of Tennessee William's
Play: Cat _on a Heot Tin Roof, Si thesis, The
English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic

University, Surabaya, 1995.

Literature can be expressed in the form of poems,
novels, short stories, and drama. Related to the study
under report, the literary form to be discussed here is
drama.

Guided by the following three research questions:
(1) What types of attitudes does Margaret, the protagonist
in Cat on g Hot Tin Roof display to herself and to the
other character around her? (2) What factors make Margaret
behave like that? and (3) How does Margaret show
her attitudes toward other characters?, this study has

attempted to describe (1) The types of attitudes that

Margaret displays to herself and other characters around
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her, {(2) The factors that make Margaret behave like that,

and (3) The way Margaret shows her attitudes toward her-

self and toward other characters around her.

Using a certain set of parameters, the writer
analyzed Tennessee Williams® play: Cat on & Hot Tin Roof
and found that
A. Margaret, the main character, has certain kinds of

attitudes which are considered to be annoying, for
example: 1ll-mannered and ill-disposed. But she also
has positive sides like respect older people and lov-
ing.

B. There are two factors that make Margaret behave 1llike
the way she does in the story. First, concerning with
herself. She experiences an inner conflict - she still
haunted by her poor background of l1ife, she is child-
less, her husband becomes drunkard. Second, Margaret
experiences an external conflict. She does not have a
good relationship with other characters around her.
Margaret’'s environment unavoidably leads to her own

problems of life.



C. Margaret’ s verbal expression is almost always accompa-
nied by some violent actions like shouting and kicking
the door shut.

Finally, the writer comes to the conclusion that
Tennessee William wants to convey that a human being like
Margaret who belongs to an unpeaceful environment tends to
have such kinds of attitudes because she cannot escape
from her own environment. She knows that realities are
usually painful and requiring much exertions of life.
Therefore, whenever such a person like Margaret tries to
escape from her realities by becoming so catty and annoy-
Ing to others, she will be ruined by her own attitudes.

Hopefully by reading this thesis, the reader will
get some important illustrations about human kind with the
problematic experiences in facing life realities and will
encourage the reader to dig the literary world deeper
because it presents a wide dimension of life, love and

realities of human kind.
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