CHAPTER |
INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background of the problem.,

Testing i s one of the important things in the
process of teaching learning activities. By testing,
hoth the teacher and the students are able.to know the
quaiity of the students about the knowledge that has
veen given

(¢ .anguage tesching, we distinguish among
approac:, metnod and technique. The difference and the
relationstip among them are:"approach is the set of
correlative assusptions déaling with the nature of
language and the nature of language and learning. * 1

Methods refer te the procedures of language teaching to

an v overall plan for the orderly presentation of

language materiail, no part of which contradicts, and
2ll of which is based upon the selected approach,® 2
the method is implemented by technigues. Christina Bratt
rauiston shows the relationship among the approach,
methed and technique as follows ;
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of these strategies as well as the Strategies
themselves are based on the method and hence are

in accord with tne tneoretical issues of tne

approach, s 3

In tnis study the writer only talks about an
approach and in line witn tne titie, i1v IS apouv the
communicative competence approach.

Nowadays, the communicative competence approach
i s 3ne of the approaches which is suggested to be used

I n every school in Indonesia. Salehudin, one of the

~ducational ancd cuiture department members suggests :
..« Communicative Language teaching should be seen as
an approach by means not a method. ... CLT interests
them who want a iearning approach which is more
appropriate to the human reality. That is an approach
which gives high attention to the interaction process
cf communication.n 4

Sandra s. gsavignon gives the definition of the

communicative competence approach as follows:

rgommunicative Competence ie the functional
language proficiency; the expression,
interpretation, and negotiation of meaning -~
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involving interaction between two or more persons
belonging to the same (or different) speech

community (communities), or between one person and
a written or oral text.n>

1n the Communicative Competence Approach, all of
the tesching learning prccesg are more focused in :

first, the appsopriatcness to the context than

the grammatical. occurency. As what has been pointed out

by candre 3$. Savignon that:

® Communicative competence i s context specitic.
cmmunicative takes place in an infinite variety
¥ szitustions, and success in a particular role
“wpends uop one's understanding of the context and
.1 » privr experience of a simiiar kind. It
iwquir€s waking eappropriate choices of register
and stile in terms of the situation and the other
participants,”m 6

second, the students need., A student as a person
who learns a language, he iearns not only the rules of
the language ( implicit knowledge), but also how to use
it for communicating his ideas, feelings and so on. He
will acquire communicative competence. This is an ability
% choone linguistic forme of a language and use them
spuntanecusiy invelving one or more other persons in
aupropriste situations and circumstances., He has to know

ot only the language forms, but ziso be able to use -~
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them I n their communicaticn in real situation and real

time. as what has been pointed out by Scarcella :

"wost discourse rules and strategies are very complex,
characterized by vocabulary, pronounciation, prosodic
features; features of non-verbal communication,

and perhaps to a lesser degree, syntactic features.
poreover, all of these features may vary according
to the social context. For instance, some greetings
are appropriate in some situation, but not in others.
they are sometimes shouted, and sometimes spoken
quite stiffly. In any given situation, an appropriate
greeting éepends on a variety of factors. These
Include; the person being greeted, the time of day,
the location and the interaction, other people
present, and the sort of interaction which is
expected (pleasant, scornful, etc).w 7

rhird, The runctions of language. In here,

sevignon says that:

vpunction IS the use to which language i s put, the

purpose of an utterance rather than the particular
?rammatical form an utterance takes. A language
unction has ¢ do with what is said as oppoaed to
to how something is said. Language i s used for an
infinite number of purposes: to command, to describe,

to avoeid, to hide intent, to attract attention and
and some Others." 8

the functiorn or . particular utterance can be understood

snly when the utterance is placed in its context of

*

As what has been suggested the using of the
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Indonesia, all of the teaching and learning process
should be based on the communicative competence approach.
Because a test is a part of the teaching and
iearning process, the test should be given on the base of

the communicative competence approach too. as what
E. cadtono stated in Jawa pos&: ",.. if the approach is

communicative, the test must be communicative too" 9

gavignon alsc says that : ... if we teach for

communicative competence, we have to test for communicative

competence so that we and our students know how well we are
doing what we claim to be doimg."1O

as the writer thinks, the test of sMEA ( the
rconomical Vocational High School ) has never been analyzed.
pecause oif this reason, the writer chooses the test of the
school as the object to be analyzed in this study.

a8 the sample of the test, the writer takes a test
called res gumatif Bersama ( TsB ) SMKTA in the year of
198¢/1990. The test IS made by the education and culture

department region East Java. The writer takes three levels

of the test, ana those are tne test for the first, the

second zarc she third year students. About the test, we -
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can see in the appendix of this thesis.

as the writer has analyzed, the characteristics of

the tests can be seen as follows :

4. The test for the first year students.

The test consists of 50 numbers that is devided into
5 numbers of reading comprehension, 7 numbers of
vocabulary, and 38 pumbers of structure questions.

about the reading comprehension, the students are
given a short reading passage with a title * Tourism v,

The five numbers of the reading comprehension
questions are given with an order to be answered clearly.

The seven numbers of the vocabulary questions are
given in multiple choice.

The structure questions are devided into : 33
numbers in multiple choice and 5 numbers in arranging

some words to oe a correct sentence.

8. The test for the second year students.

The test consists of 50 numbers that is devided into

5 numbers of reading comprehension, 7 numbers of

vocaoulary, and %5 numbers of structure questions.
about whe reading comprehension, the students are
given a short reading passage with a title » The aAir -

ground 1us "



The tive numoers of the reading comprehension
guestions are given with an ordexr to answer the question.

he seven numbers of the vocabulary questions are
given in multiple choice.

tvhe structure questions are devided into;33 numbers
to multiple choice ance 5 numvbers in dilferent orders,
ihe orders are; change into negative imperative; change
to conditional sentence type 1I; fill the blank to compose
the past continouse tense, by using walk, fall ; fill
the blank by using conjunction; and, change into passive

vyoice,

. 1he test for the third year students.

rhe test consists of HU numbers that is devidedinto
Gesuer. o m2oin; comprenensicn, 1% numoexrs of vocabulary
AYNC : Dh s v guestions.,

Lo 7 oune rioading comprehension, the students are
81VeET shor  reading passage witn a title » English
Uoavelsal Languape o

The Tive nuuvers of the reading comprehension
guestions are given with an order to answer the question.

the 17 numbers of vecabulary questions are given
inodsulviple chicice.,

sli of the »% numbers of the structure questions

ase ¢lven in wmultiple choice,



About the quality of the tests, the writer shows

his thinking as follows ;

The multiple choice items in the test of the third
year students has been given in a short dialogue so it is
moce communicative than ths two other tests.

ais Of the reading comprehension tests are given
traditionally by usingquestion word question and yes/no
question which the answer are stated in the passages.

Phe numbe: oi the reading comprehension test seems
the smzllest, Actually It is not enough to test the
mastering of the reading passage only in 5 numbers. If it
is possible, why it is not given in the same numbers
among the three skill.

The reading passages do not refer to the objective
of the school which focus the economical problems. We can
see the titles of the tect like Tourism, The apir Around us,
and Eaglish yniversal Language, 1n the writerts opinion
the reading passages are better about Retail shop,

A Grocery gtore, office services or others. The reading
passage about Tourism i s more suitable and appropriate
than the other two reading passages for sMEA students,

The writexr thinks that the reading comprehension
in the test has more problems than the structure or the
vocabulary. pctually, it may not be happened since

reading is the most important skill in studying a language.
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Christina Bratt pPaulston stated in the book of Teaching

English as a Second Language: Techniques and procedures
that "1n spite of the fact that reading i s the most
iuportant skill of all for most students i n English
throughout the world, it is a skill that has been much
negiected in the audio-lingua? tradition ot language
teaching.® 1

The objective ol teaching and learning language
in Indonesia is stated in the curriculum 1984 as follows:
",.. SO 48 hours i n one semester are devided as follows:
16 hours for structure, 2b hours for reading and
vocabuiary, 4 hours for dialogue." 12

From the objective of the curriculum 1984, we can
see that the indunesian government realizes that the
reading comprehension skill is the most important. But
why the test which i s made by the government seems vexy
poor either interms of the quality or in terms of the

gquantity of the tests.
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Thinking about the communicative competence
approach that is suggested as an approach to be used in
presenting the teaching learning process, it looks
unappropriate to make the kind of test.

Actually, the test must be dealed with the
communlicative competence approach. in the test of the third
year students has peen given in context, Put not in the
othier two tests.

+he reading passage in the teat for the first year
students has been suitable with the students need, but
not In the otner two tests.

+he words which are used in the tests do not
support the function of language that must be mastered by
the students. 1t is useless for sMEA students to be given

a reading passage with tne title =The pir Around ys".
Since the reading comprehension test has many

problems, tnhe writer tries to present a suggested reading
pnglish test for smEA student base on the communicative

-umpe tence appruach in this thesis.
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1.2 statement of the problem

in testing the students, all English teache:r in
indonesia should be aware that the test must be able to
measure students' communicative competence. The problem
posed in this paper is: How i S the communicative
competence approach applied in wne construction of
englisn reaaing test items for sMEA studentsy

This paper ams to suggest a different kind of

testing which is deemed of improvimg students:?

communication SKilil.,

1.3 7he objective of the study

This study is made on the basis ot the following
objectives; Firsi, te suggest an English reading test
for smka students on the basis of the communicative
competence approach. seccnd, to contribute a kind of
testing which is Dased on the communicative competence
approach,

The writer hopes that this study can nelp English

teachers in Tndonesiaz to be aware of nmow to make a test

based on the communicative competence approach, which

i essential to be presented and developed.
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1.4 The signiticance of the study

vhe writer hopes that this study can :

4.1. help English teachers i n Indonesia aware of the
kind of test that should be made.

4.2, help English teachers in Indonesia in making a test
based on the communicative competence approach.

4.3 help the students to be able to communicate better.

4.4. encourage English teachers in Indonesia to be
creative and innovative in making a test that can

really measure the studentst skill..
1.5 scope and pimitaticn

The writer finds that it is necessary to |imit
the scope of this study.

since it will only concern with the test at the
SMEA, it is important to bear in mind that the students
have mastered the pasic grammer and vocabularies which
are needed i n dialogues, since they have got these
things at the swTp.

kealizing that reading is the most important
skill for the students, the test thritt will be suggested
her¢ is only about reading. The othér skill such as

listening, writing, speaking and others will be neglected.
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rhere are many kinds of SMTA in Indonesia, but
aealing with the school where the writer is teaching now,
the writer will only think about the test that is given
for sMEA ( an economical vocational high school )
students as the example. fthe writer thinks this because
ne can try out and analyze the test more easily. Besides,
the writer wants to apply the kind oif test in his school

next time.

1.6 Definition of xey Terns

+he definition of the terms used in this thesis

are given below :
1.6.1 Test

n 4 sample of behaviour; on the basis of observed
performances sre made about the more general underlying
competence of an individual to perform similar or related
tasks. 13

1.6.2 Communicative Competence.

m Functional language proficiency; the expression,

Ssavignen, vp. cit., p 310





