A STUDY ON IRONY IN THE THREE SHORT STORIES OF
GUY DE MAUPASSANT

A THESIS

In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements
for the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in
English Language Teaching

e

No. 1" T1ts !s 055‘31_03’ &

!
/ !
1

T SURABAYA'Y
Ne oo | Fﬁr{? \ y ) TN
’Qi ‘ CHIALIS
Nl 1213098086

UNIVERSITAS KATOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA
- FAKULTAS KEGURUAN DAN ILMU PENDIDIKAN
JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN BAHASA DAN SENI
PROGRAM STUDI PENDIDIKAN BAHASA INGGRIS

2002



APPROVAL SHEET
(D

This thesis entitled A Study on lrony in the Three Short Stories of Guy De
Maupassant, prepared and submitted by Chialis, has been approved and accepted as
a partial fulfillment of the requirements for Sarjana Pendidikan degree in English

Language Teaching by the following advisors.

'Advisor 1 Advisor 11



APPROVAL SHEET
(2)

This thesis has been examined by the committee on the oral examination with

the grade of on July 25", 2002.

Drs.V. Luluk'Prijathbodo, M. Pd.
Chairman

Yohanes N grol{uo Widiyanto, S.S. uruh Mindari, M. Pd.

M&gﬁer Member
Q-L‘A’\-"\’\\. é‘/‘/ﬂf{

Drs. Antonius Gurito Lenny Setiawati, S.Pd.
Member Member
‘. N Approved by: |

: ﬁsana eopilus, M.Pd.

~F; A :di Ngadiman

Dean of Teachin g Training Faculty Head of English Department

fl



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As this thesis is written as a partial fulfillment of the requirement for Sarjana
Pendidikan Degree in English Language Teaching, the writer firstly would like to
express a sincere gratitude to God for His blessing that enables her to accomplish the
thesis.

Also, the writer would like to express her deepest gratitude to:

1. Drs. Antonius Gurito, the first advisor, who had been willing to devote his
valuable time to suggest, guide as well as encourage the writer in
accomplishing this thesis.

2. Lenny Setiawati, S.Pd., the second advisor, who kindly had given her
valuable time in suggesting, helping and encouraging the wrnter in completing
this thesis.

3. My family and friends, who had been praying as well as encouraging the

writer in finishing the thesis.

Surabaya, July 25", 2002

The writer,
Chialis

iii



TABLE OF CONTENTS

Page
APPROVAL SHEET (1) i
APPROVAL SHEET (2) ii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT fii
TABLE OF CONTENTS iv
ABSTRACT vii
CHAPTER I: INTRODUCTION A
1.1. Background of the Study , ;f 1
1.2. Statement of the Problem - % f 3
1.3. Objective of the Study . i 3
1.4, Significance of the Study 3 3
1.5. The Scope and Limitation . ' :] 4
1.6. Definition of Key Terms i " ; 5
1.7. Theoretical Framework 6
1.8. Research Method 7
1.9, Organization of the Study 7
CHAPTER II: REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
2.1. The Short Story 8
2.1.1. The Nature of Short Story ‘ 8
2.1.2. The Elements of Short Story 8
2.1.2.1. Character 9

2.1.2.2. Plot 10

v



2.1.2.3. Setting 11

2.1.2.4. Theme 12

2.2. The Irony 12
2.2.1. The Nature of Irony 13
2.2,2, The Form of Irony 14
2.2.3. The Phase of Irony 16
2.3. The Previous Study 17

CHAPTER IlI: RESEARCH METHOD

3.1. The Research Design 18
3.2. The Corpus 19
3.3. The Instrument 19
3.4. The Procedure of Data Collection 19
3.5. The Procedure of Data Analysis 20

CHAPTER IV: THE FINDINGS OF IRONY IN THE SHORT STORIES

4.1. The Irony in the Three Short Stories 21
4.1.1, The Irony in the Story of Hautot Senior and Hautot Junior 21
4.1.2. The Irony in the Story of The Necklace 26
4.1.3. The Irony in the story of The Jewels 32

4.2. The Similarities in Irony in the Three Short Stories 38

4.2.1. The Similarities in Hautot Senior and Hautot Junior and The Jewels 38
4,2.2. The Similarity in The Necklace and The Jewels 40

4.2.3. The Similarity in Hautot Senior and Hautot Junior and The Necklace 41



CHAPTER V: CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS
5.1. Conclusion
5.2. Suggestions
BIBLIOGRAPHY
APPENDIXES: The Synopsis of Hautot Senior and Hautot Junior
The Synopsis of The Necklace

The Synopsis of The Jewels

42

46
47
49

52



ABSTRACT

Chialis. 2002. A Study on Irony in the Three Short Stories of Guy De
Maupassant, S-1 Unpublished Thesis. The English Department of Widya
Mandala Catholic University. Surabaya.

Advisors: (1) Drs. Antonius Gurito

(2) Lenny Setiawati, S.Pd.
Key Words: Literary works, short stories, Guy De Maupassant, irony

This study is considered as a literary analysis study. Thus, it uses the intrinsic
part of the literary works. It uses three short stories of Guy De Maupassant, for he is
a master of short stories whose works are mostly ironical. The three stories-Hautfot
Senior and Hautot Junior, The Necklace and The Jewels—are chosen because they are
assumed to have the most irony and share some similarities in irony.

Related to that, this study tries to find the irony in the three short stories as
well as the similarities in irony shared in those three stories.

Certainly, in its finding of irony and its similarities, the study includes some
theories related to the short story, which are mainly about the elements of short story,
and the theories related to irony, which are the nature, the form and the phase of
irony. Eventhough the study includes the theories about the elements of short story —
character, plot, setting and theme, the study limits the finding of irony on two
elements, character and theme, as most ironies in each story are found in these
elements, Also, this study is not intended to put the categorizing of irony into its
forms in its analysis, since the sources and the time needed are limited.

In conducting the analysis, there are five ironies found in the story of Hautot

. Senior and Hautot Junior, four ironies in the story of The Necklace; and six ironies
are found in the story of The Jewels. However, the most important irony in each story
is shown at the ending of the story. The irony in Hautot Senior and Hautot Junior is
seen best at the end where Hautot Junior did not only inherit his father’s inheritance
but his father’s mistress as well. In The Necklace, the most important irony is
pictured at the end where the efforts done by Mathilde and M. Loisel to pay the
necklace were not worth the price of the necklace they lost. Also, the most important
irony in The Jewels is shown at the ending where M. Lantin was happier living with
a prostitute than a true honorable wife.

Despite the findings of irony in the stories, the study also finds that there are
at least four similarities shared by those three stories. Two similarities in Hautot
Senior and Hautot Junior and The Jewels; one similarity in The Necklace and The
Jewels; and also one similarity found in Hautot Senior and Hautot Junior and The
Necklace. The first similarity in Hauftot Senior and Hautot Junior and The Jewels is
about the inheritance which should not have been taken; while the second one is
about the ignorance of a person that he had opened the chance for an unexpected
thing to come. The similarity in The Necklace and The Jewels is about the
contradiction in the characterization shown by the characters of Mathilde and Mme.
Lantin, Also, the similarity found in Hautot Senjor and Hautot Junior and The
Necklace is about one’s being responsible for the things he had done that resulted in
an unexpected outcome.
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Eventually, from the analysis taken, it can be concluded that the irony in life
that one had and expefenced depends on the person himself. It is simply a matter of
choice that a person made when he sees and values his life.

The writer
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