
IMPROVING THE STUDENTS’ ABILITY IN 
RECOGNIZING “MICROSKILLS” ENGLISH 

SOUNDS USING TEXT-TO-SPEECH 

A THESIS  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Imam Setiawan, S. Pd. 

8212712025 

 

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 

WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 
SURABAYA 

2014 



IMPROVING THE STUDENTS’ ABILITY IN 
RECOGNIZING “MICROSKILLS” ENGLISH 

SOUNDS USING TEXT-TO-SPEECH 

A THESIS  

Presented to Widya Mandala Catholic University 
Surabaya in partial fulfillment of the Requirement for 

the Degree of Master in Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By 

Imam Setiawan, S. Pd. 

8212712025 

ENGLISH EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 
GRADUATE SCHOOL 

WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY 
SURABAYA 

2014 









Short Autobiography 

 

 

Imam Setiawan, S. Pd. was born in 
Jember, September 10, 1978. He has 
completed his S1 degree at English 
Education Department of State University 
of Yogyakarta in 2002 with his thesis 
entitled Referring Expressions to Allah 
as Realized in the Translations of the 
Holy Qur’an in English and bahasa 

Indonesia. Now, he is completing his master degree at English 
Education Department of Catholic University of Widya 
Mandala Surabaya. He has been teaching English for almost 14 
years. In 2000 to 2003, he taught English at Primagama 
Yogyakarta. In 2003 to 2004, he taught English at Bogor 
Educare in Bogor. Afterwards, in 2004, he once became an 
English teacher at English First Nusantara in Banjarmasin. In 
2006 to now, he is an English teacher at Al Hikmah Junior 
High School Surabaya. 
 



 
 

Acknowledgements 

 Praise be to God who has blessed the writer in 

completing this thesis.Then, I would like to express my sincere 

gratitudes to: 

1. Prof. E.Sadtono, Ph. D as the writer’s advisor who has 

helped me in all the time of research and writing of this 

thesis, 

2.  Prof. Anita Lie, Ed. D. and Dr. Ign. Harjanto for their 

contribution and attention, 

3. all lectures of Widya Mandala Catholic University of 

Surabaya who have improved the writer’s knowledge, 

4. Drs. Gatot Sulanjono, M. Pd, the former principal of 

SMP Al Hikmah Surabaya and Drs. Bambang 

Misdianto, the principal of SMP Al Hikmah Surabaya, 

who have allowed the writer to conduct his research, 

5. the writer’s collaborator who has accompanied the 

writer in his research, 

6. the writer’s family who has supported the writer in his 

study, and 

7. anyone who has helped the writer in doing this thesis. 



 
 

 The writer realizes that this thesis is far from being 

perfect but he expects that it will be useful for the development 

of English language teaching. 

Surabaya, July 2014  

Writer 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

1 

 

Table of Contents 

 

CHAPTER 1.INTRODUCTION ............................................. 6 

Background ................................................................................. 6 

Research Questions ..................................................................... 14 

 Purposes of the Study ................................................................. 15 

Theoretical Framework ............................................................... 15 

Significance of the Study  ........................................................... 16 

Assumptions of the Study  .......................................................  .. 17 

Scope of Limitation  .................................................................  .. 17 

Definition of Key Term   ............................................................. 18  

CHAPTER 2. REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 ..................................................................................................... 20 

Text-To-Speech  .......................................................................... 20 

Micro and Macroskills in Listening Comprehension 

 ..................................................................................................... 24 

Techniques in Teaching Listening Comprehension  ................... 25 

Segmental and Suprasegmental  .................................................. 26 

Segmental .................................................................................... 26 

Suprasegmental ........................................................................... 28 

Stress ........................................................................................... 28 

Weak Stress  ................................................................................ 29 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

2 

 

Linkage ........................................................................................ 32 

The Roles of the Teacher  ...........................................................  33 

Studies of the Previous Research Related to Teaching 

Listening  ..................................................................................... 34 

CHAPTER 3. RESEARCH METHOD ...................................  39 

Research Design  .........................................................................  39 

Participants of the Study  ............................................................  50 

The Sources of the Data and the Research Data  ........................  50 

Research Instruments  .................................................................  51 

Data Collection  ...........................................................................  54 

Data Analysis  ............................................................................. 55 

CHAPTER 4. FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS ................... 58 

Findings  ...................................................................................... 58 

Cycle 1  ........................................................................................ 58 

Teaching and Learning Processes  .............................................. 58 

Test Results  ................................................................................  66 

Reflection of Cycle 1  ..................................................................  69 

Cycle 2  ........................................................................................  71 

Teaching and Learning Processes  ..............................................  71 

Test Results  ................................................................................  76 

Reflection of Cycle 2  ..................................................................  78 

Cycle 3  ........................................................................................  80 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

3 

 

Teaching and Learning Processes  .............................................. 80 

Test Result  .................................................................................. 83 

Overall Reflection  ...................................................................... 88 

Discussions  ................................................................................. 93 

CHAPTER 5.CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS  .......... 97 

Conclusion ................................................................................... 97 

Suggestions  ................................................................................. 98 

References  .................................................................................. 100 

Appendices  ................................................................................ 105 

Appendix 1 Example of  Lesson Plan ......................................... 105 

Appendix 2 Examples of Checklist and Field notes  .................. 110 

Appendix 3 Questionnaire ........................................................... 115 

Appendix 4 Example of  Listening exercise  .............................. 117 

Appendix 5 Example of Listening Script of Recount and 

Narrative texts ............................................................................. 119 

Appendix 6 Listening Test 1  ...................................................... 121 

Appenidix 7 Listening Test 2  ..................................................... 123 

Appendix 8 Listening Test 3  ...................................................... 125 

Appendix 9 Pre- test and Posttest ................................................ 127 

Appendix 10 Students‟ Listening Test Scores  ........................... 129 

Appendix 11 Students' opinions about teaching listening Using 

Text-to-Speech ............................................................................ 131 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

4 

 

List of Tables 

 

Table 2.1. Pronunciation Changes of Irregular verbs

 ................................................................................................ 28

Table 3.1.Implementation of the Study

 ................................................................................................ 46

Table 3.2.Data Collection Schedule

 ................................................................................................ 55

Table 3.3.Description of the level of ability in recognizing 

Microskills English sounds  ................................................... 56 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Running head: Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using 

Text-To-Speech 

 

5 

 

 

List of Illustrations 

 

Figure 3.1. Classroom Action Research Design ......................... 41 

Figure 4.1. Comparison between pretest and listening 1 

 ..................................................................................................... 67 

Figure 4.2. Students‟ level in listening test 1 .............................. 68 

Figure 4.3. Comparison of average score in listening test 2 ....... 76 

Figure 4.4. Students‟ level in listening test 2 .............................. 77 

Figure 4.5. Comparison of average score in listening test 3 ....... 84 

Figure 4.6.Students‟ level in listening test 3 ............................... 85 

Figure 4.7.Comparison of average score between pre-test and 

posttest ......................................................................................... 86 

Figure 4.8. Students‟ level in posttest  ........................................ 87 

Figure. 4.9. Students‟ individual score improvement  ................ 89 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

Abstract 

Imam Setiawan, S. Pd, 2014. Improving the Students’ Ability in 
Recognizing “Microskills” English Sounds Using Text-To-Speech. 
Thesis. Master’s Degree Program in Teaching English as a 
Foreign Language. Education Department. Graduate School  
Widya Mandala Catholic University, Advisor: Prof. E. Sadtono, 
Ph.D 

Keywords: Microskills English sounds, Text-To-Speech, 
Classroom Action Research, Improvement 
 
 Listening comprehension is difficult for Junior high school 
students. One of the problems is recognizing “microskills” English 
sounds. To help the students recognize “microskills” English sounds, 
the researcher decided to use Classroom Action Research (CAR) to 
teach “microskills” English sounds using Text-To-Speech (TTS). 

 This research aims to improve students’ ability in recognizing 
microskills English sounds and to find out whether TTS improve the 
students’ ability in recognizing “microskills” English sounds. 

 In this study, the researcher conducted it in three cycles. The 
procedures in each cycle included planning, acting, observing, 
testing, and reflecting. The participants were 30 students of class 8 B 
of Al Hikmah Junior High School for 2013-2014 academic years. 

 The results of the study show that TTS could succesfully 
improve the students’ ability in recognizing “microskills” English 
sounds. TTS has helped the students identify verb 2 sounds, 
recognize strong and weak stresses, and linkage. In teaching the 
“microskills” English sounds, the researcher needed to repeat the 
model of pronunciation of verb 2 sounds, weak stresses, and linkage 
by using TTS. The students recognized the sounds by repetition.  


