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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1. BACKGROUND OF THE STUDY
English is one of the subjects which is taught in SMU. In learning English the

students have to learn the four langnage skills, that is, listening, speaking, reading and

o)

Writing.

T

It is stated in GBPP that the focus of teaching English at SMU iz reading, s0
writing is not taught as much as reading, and even worse, the teaching of writing
takes the least time compared to the teaching of the other language skills. It is also
stated in GBPP that writing is taught with the objective to enable the students to
communicate their thoughts and feelings.

In rality, however, many SMU students find difficulities in learning writing! The
writer fouﬁd it out when she had PI.’L in ST Agnes high school: The most common
Teason is that the students do not have any ideas to write. They spend much time to find
id>as to write and if they already get them, they cannot arrange them in order
because they lose the comnection of the ideas. It is like what Mike Daniels says that
sometimes we spend 50 long over a problem that we lose the thread we were putting
forward {1975:19). The other factor that affects the studems" motivation in writing 1s
the teaching techniques used by their teacher which make them get bored and not

wnterested to learm.



The writer tries to give the solution to the problems by suggesting the use of
picture series in contrelled composition to help the students have ideas and arrange
them in a well organized way. By giving writing exercises of this kind. the teacher
teaches the students to make a composition with a good organization because the
pictures are provided with some questions and options of answers. This can help the
students arrange the answers in a good order and a good organization, and the
difficulties of finding ideas to write and arranging them in a good order can be
reduced. Besides, the media can make the students motivatad and enjoy writing.

In writing, thers ars several kinds of modes such as argumentation, exposition.
description, and narration. The kind of writing which is good for a start is narration,
because narvation is the sasiest kind of writing and the first introduced to the students.
If we study something, we should start from the easiest on=. It is impossible if we start
from the most dillicult o the easiest. Leurning writing i the same. we study from the
casiest kind, that is narration. Narrative writing is making a story or telling a storv in
the written form.

The writer also suggests to use controlled composition to hel
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arrange their ideas in 2 good order. By using this techniqus  the students will not get
difficulties in writing their ideas in sach paragraph and they sill not repeat the same
ideas again and again. So the reader will not get contised when reading their

wriling.
'
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The use of controlled composition is expscted to enable the students
write a good piece of writing. This is supported by Paulston and Bruder who say
that it can help the students to make a correct compaosition by certain controls
(1976:203). The controls may be given, among others, in the forms of questions
and options of answers so that the students can be led to make 2 composition in a well-
organized way. Through the control and lots of exercises, the students are expected
to gain a basic writing skill that will be the basis to write beiter paragraphs

on the next level

1.2. STATEMENT OF THE PROBLEM
Manv students in the first year of senior high school have difficulties
in getting ideas to write because in junior high school they are not taught to write

a compogition, so they have many difficulties in writing. The other problem s the

teachers do not use media in teaching writing, 5o the  students are not interested 1n
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writing. To help the students and the teacher, the writer wants to suggest the us:
of media and a certain kind of composition and writing. The media is series of
pictures, the kind of composition is controlled, and the kind of writing is narrative.
Controfted composition is used to guide the  stidents in organizing their ideas
using certain grammar palterns or grammar points which can be elicited by cuey like
questions and options of the answers, The writer chooses narrattve becanse it is the
casiest Kind for the first vear students of senior high school. Besides that the writer

wants to show that using serial pictures gives many advantages.
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In wecordance with the reasons mentioned above, the statements of the probiems

a. What are the advantages of using picture series in the teaching and learning of
writing for the teacher and the first year students of senior high school ?
b. How is the use of vichue series in conlrolled composition applied in  the

tzaching of narrative writting to the first year students of semior high scheol ?

1.3, OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY
Based on the statements of the problems above, me objectives of tie sludy are

2. to describe that the use of picture series in the teaching and learning of writing

has many advantages for the teacher and the first vear students of senior high

b. to describe how picture series usad in controlled composition are used to teact

the first year students of senior high schoel to make narrative writing.

1.4, SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STU

This study is expected to give a usefill coutribution to the teaching and learning of

techmique the studeats coutd improve their swriting skill.



1.5. METHODOLOGY
This thesis is the result of a library reassarch because the writer geots ideas and
opinions related to the thesis from books, articles, and experts’ opirons about

narrative writing, media, and some other related theories.

1.6. LIMITATION OF THE STUDY

There are many modes of writing and several of them are argumentation,
description, exposition, and narration. But in the teaching of writing in this thesis, the
writer limits only to narration because narrative writing is the easiest kind and the first
introduced to the students. Teaching writing cun use many kinds of meding the writer
chooses series of pictures becauss they can help the students to write narralive
composition more easily. The kind of composition is limited to contrelied compesition
only becauss through such a composition the students can express their idzas in a well-
organized way more easily. The vﬁ‘ter chooses the first leve! because the students

nzed a strong basic writing skill and controlled composition can help them have 1.

[.7. DEFINTITION OF KEY TERMS
To avoid misunderstanding and wrong interpretation of the terms usad, the

tollowing parts will define them.
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TEACHING
Teaching is showing something, giving instructions, guiding in the study of something,

providing with knowledge, cansing to know or understand (Brown, 1980:7).

NARRATIVE WRITING
Narrative is essentially the telling of story in which the events or actions follow

chronological order (Kakonis 1978: 111).

PICTURE
Picturs is liken=ss of persons, animals, things, ote, produced by painting, drawing, etc

(Guralnik, 1984: 442).

PICTURE SERIES
A series of three to nine pictures normally depicting logical or continucus actions,

situations, thoughts or scenes in the form of sketches or drawings (Brettkreuz,

CONTROQLLED COMPOSITION
A composition where by certain control studeuts are helped to produce acorrect

composition similar to the mode! (Francis, 1936:208, 233).



1.8 ORGANIZATION OF THE 5TUDY
This study consists of five chapters. Chapter Onz deals with the introduction of

the study that includes the background of the study, the statement of the problem. the

cbjective of the study, the significance of the study, methodelogy, d
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imitaticn of the

study, the detfinition ofkey terms, and the orgamzation of the study. Chapter Two deals

with the nature of writing. The importance of picture series in teaching narrative

writing 1s in Chapter Three. The application of picture series in a nawrative writing

class is in Chapter Four. Finally, Chapter Five is conclusion





