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AFFENDIX I

SYNOPSIS

THE GRAPES T]F WRATH

Tom Jr :ad  was re leaeed f  rom the  Ol , ;  lahoma Eta te

p e n i t e n t i a t r y  w h e r e  h e  h a d  s e r v e d  f o u r  y s a r s  s e n t e n c e

f o r  l , ; i l l i n g  a  m a n  i n  = e 1 f * d e f e n s e .  H e  t r a v e l e d  h o r n e r + a r d

throngh a  r -eg iun  made bar ren  by  drourght  and dugt  s to rms

and inet J irn Casy I an er{ i :r-e;rc her .  Both of them wen t ta-

ge ther  to  the  horne o f  Tnm's  peop le  where  they  fo r_rnd

C e s e r t e d  "  b l h i l e  t h e y  w e r e  w o n d e r i n g  w h * t  h a d  h a p p e n e d .

l " l r - r ley  Er -aves ,  a  d ie -hard  tenant  f  a r rner  r  carne  Lry  and to ld

t h e m  t t r a t  a l l  o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  i n  t h e  n e i g h b o r h o o d  h a d

g o n e  t a  C a l i f o r n i a  o r  w e r e  g o i n g "  T n r n ' 5  f  o l l , : . s  h a d  a l s o

q o n e  t c :  a  r e l a t i v e ' s  p l a c e  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  t o  q o  w e s t .

t 'h - r  l  ey  r . l . rg  the  on ly  sharecropper  to  s tsy  beh ind .

A l l  s v e r  t h e  s o n t h e r n  l , l i d w e s t  s t a t e s . .  f * r r m e r s r  n o

l n n g e r  * b l e  t o  r n a k e  a  l i v i n g  b e c a u g e  t h e  b a n k s ,  w e * t h e r ,

a n d  r n a c h r n e  f a r n i n g ,  h a d  g o l d  o r  w e r e  f o r c e d  o l r t  o f  t h e

farng  they  had tensnted .  Thor_rgandg o f  famj l ies  too l . ;  to

t h e  r o a d s  l e a d i n g  t o  f , a l i f o r n i a .

T n m  a n d  C a s y  f  o u r n d  t h e  J o a d s  a t  U n c t e  J o h n ' s  p 1 a c e ,
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a l  l  h r - r s y  w i t h  p r e p a r a t i o n g  t o  l e a v e  t s  C a l i f o r n i a ,

J o i n e d  f o r  t h e  t r i p  u r e r e  F a  a n d  N a  J o a d ;  N o a h "  t h e i r

m e n t a l l y ,  b a c l , ; , w a r d  s o n  I  A 1 ,  t h e  y o L t n g e r  b r o t h e r  o f  T o m

a n d  N t : a h i  R o g e  o f  S h a r o n .  T o m ' s  s i s t e r r  a n d  h e r  h u g b a n d  
"

C e n n i e i  t h e  J o a d  c h i l d r e n . .  F u t h i e  a n d  h t i n f  i e l d l  U n c l e

J o h n  o  F a ' s  b r o t h e r l  a n d  E r a m p a  s n d  G r a n m a  l l o a d  .  A l  h a d

bnught  an  anc ien t  t r l t c  l , ; ,  ta  ta l . l ,e  thern  ts  r+es t .  The f  a rn i l y

a g l , ; e d  J i m  C a s y  t o  g o  a l o n g  w i t h  t h e m .

S p u t r r e d  b y  h a n d b i l  l s  r a h i c h  s t a t e d  t h a t  a g r i c r - r l t u r a l

r^ ,o r -hers  f {e re  bad ly  needed in  f ,a l i fo rn ia ,  The Jo*edsn

a l o n g  w i t h  t h o l r g a n d g  r : f  o t h e r s ,  m a d e  t h e i r  w a y ,  i n  a

worn-o l r t  . /eh ic  1e  n  ac  rces  the  p  l  a ins  towards  the  mol tn -

ta ins .  Grampa d ie rd  o f  a  g t ro l ' l e  dnr - ing  the i r  f  i r s t  over -

n i g h t  s t o p .  L a t e r  t h e r e  w a s  a  l o n g  d e l a y  w h e n  t h e  t r l r c l . l

b ro l , ; .e  dov+n.  $mal  I  bus iness  pec tp le  a long the  way t rea ted

the  migr ,en ts  as  ene{n j "Fs .  And to  add to  the  genera l

m i s e r y ,  r , = { ; n r n i n g  r n i g r a n t s  d i s c  l o s e d  t h a t  t h e r e  w e r e  n o

w o r l , : .  t o  b e  d g n e  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e  c o n d i t i o n s  w e r e  e v e n

Fror t ;e  than they  were  in  D! : .  lahoma.  Fur t  the  dream o f

b e a u r t i f l r l  C a l i f o r n i a  l r r q e d  T h e  J o a d s  o n w a r d .

C lo : ;e  to  the  Ca l  i f  o rn ia  I  ine .  r+here  the  groLrp

; t o p p e d  t o  b a t h e  i n  a  r i v e r n  N o a h .  f e e l i n g  h e  f { a s  a

b l r rden tc :  the  o thers"  wandered away.  I t  wa.g  there  tha t

the  Jaadg f i rs t  heard  themse lveg addregser l  aE f l l . : . ies ,

another  u rord  f  n r  b l rmt rs ,
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G r a n i n a  d i e d  d l r r i n g  t h e  n i g h t _  t r i p  a c r o s s  t h e

d e g e r t .  A f  t e r  b r _ r r y i n g  h e r ,  t h e  g r o u p  w e n t  i n t o  a  H o o v e r _

v 1 l I e r  f i s  t h e  m i g r a n t s '  r a m p  w e r e  c a l l e d "  T h e r e  t h e y

learned tha t  wor l , ; ,  was  a l  I  b r_ r t  i rnposs ib l .e  to  f  inc l  .  A

cant rac tor  came to  the  carnp  loo l , l ing  fo r  men ts  p ic l i

f  ru t i t  in  annther  co l rn t ry .  h lhen the  OL ies  asked to  see

h i s  l i c e r r g e n  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  t l t r n e d  t h e  l e a d e r s  o v e r  t o  a

po l i ce  depr - r ty  wha had accampan ied  h i rn  t , ,  the  carnF.  Ne i : t

t h i n g  t h a f -  h a p p e n e d  w a s  T o r n  g o t  i n v o l v e d  i n  *  f  i g h t

r . r h i c h  d r o v e  C a s y  t o  g i v e  h i m s e l f  u p  i n  T o m , s  p l a c e .

C o n n i e "  h l r s b a n d  o f  t - h e  p r e g n a n t  F s s e  o f  S h a r o n .  s u r d d e n  L y

d is* -ppeared f  ro rn  the  groLrp .  The fami ly  was brea l , ; ing  Lrp

i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  i t s  h a r d s h i p s .  l " l a  J o a d  d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  i n

her  po ! . , re  r  to  keep the  fami ly  together .

F e a r i n g  t h e  p o s s i b l e  c o n s e q r _ r e n c e s  a f  t e r  t h e  f  i g h t ,

t h e  J o a d s  l e f t  H o o v e r v i l  l e  a n d  w e n t  t n  a  g o v e r r n e n t  c a m p

m* in ta ined f  n r -  agr ic r_ r l  t r - r ra l  wor l , : .e rs .  The carnp  had san i -

t a r y  f  a . s i l i t i e s ,  a n d  ' ' i m p l e  o r g a n i r e d  e n t e r t a i n m e n t .  F o r

t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  s i n c e  t h e y  h a d  a r r i v e d  i n  t r a l i f o r n i a ,  t h e

Jaads fo l rnd  themse lvee t rea ted  a .g  h l tman be ings .

C i rc l rmstances  eventua l  l y  fn rced thern  to  leavs  the

c a m p r  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e r e  b J a s  n o  t , , o r [ , ;  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .

T h e y  d r o v r :  t o  a  l a r g e  f a r m  u r h e r s  w o r k  w a g  b e i n g  o f f e r e d .

There  t l " tey  f  oLrnd  ag i t -a to rs  a t te rnp t ing  to  keep the  mi -

g ran tE f  r -om t *k ing  the  v+or l , ;  becar_ tse  o f  l tn fa i r  F ,aqes
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of  f  e red ,  Fur t  the  Joadg.  i - -h in l . j . ing  on ly  o f  f  oad "  p ic l . ; .ed

peaches f i : r  f  i ve  centg  a  b t : r :  and earned in  a  day  j r - rs t

eno l rgh  rnDney ta  b t_ ty  f  ood f  s r  one mea l  .  l . leanwhi  le  
"  Tam

met  Casy ,  r *ho  was the  leader  o f  the  ag i ta to rs  and ta l  l , ; .ed

about  h i .=  u rn ion .  A l  l  o f  s r - rdden r  sorne  depur t ies  who had

been gearch ing  fo r  Casy  showed l rp .  The pa i r  t r ied  to  r l rn

s w * y  b r - r t  t h e y  w e ' r e  c a u g h t .  I n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  t h e  f i g h t .

l lasy  were  l , ; i l l ed .  Torn  wag wonnded ju rs t  a f  te r  he  had

l . ;nnc l . ;ed  a  dep l r ty  do t . rn  w i th  an  a ] {e  hand le .  The f  a rn i l y

c s n c e a l e c l  T o r n  i n  t h e i r  s h a c l . : . .  T o m ' g  d a n g e r  a n d  t h e

deter io ra tErd  s i tu ra t ion  drovs  the  Jaads  on  the i r  r { ,av .

They  h iC the  in j r - r red  Tom Lrnder  the  rna t t regges  in  the

ba.c l ' ;  of t l re trurc l , ;  and f ina I L y passed throurg h the tr_rmp

E l t r - v e i  1  l e n c e .

T h r :  f a n i l y  f o u n d  a t  l a s t  a  r n i g r a n t  c r o w d  e n c a m p e d

i n  a b a n d o n e d  b o ; t c a r g  a l o n g  a  s t r e a r n ,  T h e y  j o i n e d  t h e

camp anC sc :on  fsnnd temporary  jobs  p ich ing  co t tan .  Torn ,

m e a n w h i I e u  h i d  i n  a  c a v e  n e a r  t h e  c a r n p ,  R r - r t h i e  i n n o c e n t -

l y  r e v e a l e d  T o m ' s  p r e s e n c e  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e d  f , l a  t n  s e n d

Ton away fo r  h is  own sa fe ty .  Tom prorn ised tn  car ry  on

f ,asy 's  u rar l . :  in  t ry ing  to  improve the  oppres ion  every -

w h e r s .

Ag the  ra ins  began r  sc lon  the  g t ream r l rnn ing  bee ide

the  ramp over f  lowed ar rd  water  en tered  the  bor :care .  l Jnder

s r - t c  h  i m p o . = g i l r l e  c o n d i t i o n g n  R c s e  n f  S h a r o n  g a v e  b i r t h  t o



a  d e a d  h a b y .

fo r  thern  to

They cane to

h i s  s t a r v i n g

the dyi rrg rnan

l r lhen the  r i s ing  wster  msde i t

s tay ! ,  the  fa rn i  l y  wa1 l , ;ed  or_r t  o f

a  b a r n ,  w h i c h  t h e y  s h a r e d  w i t h  a

f a t h e r .  R s s e  o f  S h a r o n  w i  I  l  i n g  l y

l:(:l

i m p o s s i  b  I  e

t h e  c a m p .

broy and

breagt fed
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Biography of the Author

John Ste inbeck

John Erngt  S te inbeck  was born  17  Febr l ra ry  1911? in

t h e  i n l a n d  v a l l e y  t o w n  o f  S a l i n a g ,  C a l i f o r n i a  t o  J o h n

Erns t  S te inbeck .  ,  t reasLr rer  o f  l ' l on te rey  County  
"  Ua l  i f  o r -

n i a ,  a n d  O l i " v e  H a m i  l t o n  S t e i n L r e c l . : . !  a  s c h o o l  t e a c h e r .  T h e

d a y s  o f  h i s  y o u r t h  i n  t h e  S a l i n a s  V a l l e y ,  p r o v i d e d  h i m

w i t h  m u c h  o f  t h e  m a t e r i a 1 - - h l r r n a n ,  s o c i a L  ,  e n v i  r o i n e n  t a . 1 - -

t h a t  l e t e r  a p p e a r e d  1 n  m o s t  o f  h i s  w o r k : s .

In  1919 Ste inbec l . : .  uas  gradura ted  f  rn rn  Sa l inag H igh

$ c h a o l .  H e  e n r o l l e d  a t  S t a n f r : r d  U n i v e r g i t y  a s  a  s l u d e n t

E f  E n g l i s h  D e p a r t m e n t  f  r o r n  l - 9 ? ( r  t o  L 9 ? 5 .  I n  h i s  s F a r e

t i r n e  o  S t e i n b e c l , l  w r o t e  f  i c t i o n  a n d  p o e t r y  f  o r  c o l  l e g e

pr - rb l  i ca t ion  ancJ  wor l . led  as  a  c  le rh  and manura l  laborer  "

Sson .S te inbec l :  f sund the  academic  n t : t  to  h is  tas te  and

d e p a r t e d  r + i t h o l r t  r e c e i v i n g  a  d e g r e e .

Together  u r i th  o ther  y$Lrng wr i t€ rs  c r f  the  1? :Os r

S te in t rech :  $ ras  a t t rac ted  to  New Yor - | . ;  C i ty .  A f te r  s r : rne

t ime dr - i r ing  19?5 and 19 t6 ,  he  fournd  i t  ungr - t i tab le  fa r

h i s  t e r n t r e r a m e n t  a n d  r e t n r n e d  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  F o r  t h e  n e x t
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f e w  y e a r s ,  h e  l i v e d  i n  v a r i o u s  p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  d o i n g

var iang ! : . inds  o f  job  and u l ro te  gevera l  wor l , ; .g .

H i s  f i r s t  n o v e l .  C u p  o f  6 o l d  a p p e a r e d  i n  1 9 2 9 ,

however .  i t  was  no t  an  ar t i s t i c  s r . rccess .  In  19 .3( : l  ,  a  year

.E f  ts r  p l rL r l  i ca t ion  o f  Cuo o f  6o ld . .  S te inbeck  mar r ied

Caro l  Henn ing  and moved to  Fac i f i c  6 rove .  There  he  t regan

to  *ork  nn  gecond nove l .  To  a  Eod Unknown!  and wro te

s tor ie l r  na l , ; ing  up  Fas tures  o f  Heaven pub l ished tn  po t r r

g a l e s  i n  1 9 3 I  .  A f t e r  ; i  w h i l e "  h e  m o v e d  f o r  a  E h a r t  t i r n e

t o  L o s  A r t g e l e s  a n d  r e t u r n e d  b a c l . l  t a  F a c i f i c  G r n v e  n r r h -

I i : s h i n g  T o  a  E o d  U n k n s w n .

A  y e ; . r r  a f  t e r  t h e  d e a t h  n f  h i =  m o t h e r  i n  1 9 3 5 ,  k :

t i 1 l a  F I a t  c a r n e  i n t r :  p u t r l i c "  I n  D u h i o u s  B a t t l e  p u b l i s h e d

i . n  1 9 f , &  w h i l e  S t e i n b e c k  w o r ! : . e d  o n  h i s  ' f i r s t  p l a y - n n v e l -

la , '  Of  H ice  and Hen wh ich  f  t : l  l owed i  l . s  p r - rb l  i ca t ion  a

y e a . r  l a t e r .  U p u n  f i n i s h i n g  t h e  d r a f t  f o r  T h e  E r a p e E  o f

l , { r a t h  i n  1 9 f , 8 ,  S t e i n b e c l , ; ' s  o n  1 y  c o l  l e c t i o n  o f  s h o r t

f i c t i o n .  T h e  L o n o  V a l  l e y  w a =  p n b l i s h e d ,

In  l -939 !  The Graoes o f  h l ra th  pub l i shed and was a

b e g t - g e 1 1 e r .  T h e  n o v e l  b r o u g h t  S t e i n b e c l . : .  e : r t r a o r d i n a r . 7

p t - rb l  i c i t y  and became a  w ide  d isc l rss ion  bo th  p ra ised and

condemned th rourghout  the  na t ion .  The Erapes  o f  Wra th  ig

a c t u t a l  l y  S t e i n b e c ! : ' s  p e r s o n a l  o b s e r v a t i o n .  I n  t h e  p r o c -

e s s  o f  w r i l i n g  t h i g  n a v e l ,  h e  w e n t  t o  g e e  f i r s t  h a n d  t h e

n i g r a n t = '  g i t u a t i o n  a n d  c o n d l r c t e d  a  v a l i d  r - e s e a r c h  o v e r
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t h e  l i f e  o f  r n i g r a t o r y  f a r m  l a b t : r e r s  i n  f , a l i f o r n i a _

h ig  to ta l  body  o f  {a ,o rhs !  John Ste inbec l ' :  wag awarded

F r - r l i t : s : r  P r i : e  i n  1 9 6 ? .  t h e  h i g h e s t  h o n o r  i n  t h e

o f  I  i t - e r a t u r e  "

I J-.jr

Fclr

f : e l d

I n  1 ? 4 1 .  S t e i n b e c l , ;  a n d  h i g  f i r e t  w i f e ,  l " l r s ,  C a r n l

S te inbec l . ;  o  : :epara ted  and a  year  la te r  she  ob ta ined a

d i v n r c e .  I n  1 9 4 ? ,  s e c o n d  p l a y * n o v e l l a ,  T h e  H o o n  i E  D o w n n

w a s  p l r b l i s h e d ,  L a t e r .  S t e i n b e c h  w a s  m a r r i e d  f o r  t h e

second t i ' re  in  l ' 1arch  1?43 to  l ' l i ss  Gwyndo len  Conger  o f

L o s  A n g e l e a .  T w o  s c n e o  S t e i n b e c l , ; ' s  o n l y  c h i l d r e n  r  w e r e

h o r n  d r - r r i n g  t h e  c s u r r s e  o f  t h i s  m a r r i a g e .  S t e i n b e c l . l ' g

s e c o n d  r n a r r i a g e  e n d e d  i n  d i v o r c e  i n  1 9 4 8 .  I n  S e c e m b e r

1 9 5 0 "  h e  m * r r i e d  l " l r s .  E l a i n e  S c p t t ,  t h e  f n r m e r  w i f e  o f

s t a g e  a n d  s c r e e n  s c t o r  Z a r h a r y  S c o t t ,

F rnm 1?45 ts  1?&I  n  S te inbec l . ;  p r - rb l  i shed n ine  nnve ls  n

n a m e l y  C a n n e r v  R o w  t 1 9 4 5 ) n  T h e  R e d  F o n y  ( 1 ? 4 5 ) ,  L h e .

l r fayward  Bus  (1947)n  The Fear l  (L547) ,  The Loq f rom the

Sea o f  Cor tez  (1951) ,  EaEt  o f  Eden (1F5: ) ,  S ! !ee- t___- I lg :

day  (1?54 ) ,  The  W in te r  o f  Ou r  D i scon ten t  { 1961 } ,  and

T r a v e l E  w i t h  C b a r l e y  ( 1 9 6 ? ) .

S te inbec l ' ;  s t . r f  fe red  f  rom

on Decer rber ,  30 th  o f  1968 in

f  r o r n  t h e  p l a r e  o f  h i s  b i r t h

g r e a t e s t  f  . i c  t i o n ,

a t t a rh  tw i ce  and  d i ed

Yr:  r  l , r  Ci ty ,  mi  les away

the  se t t i ngs  o f  h i s

hear t

Neg..f

and




