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1.1. BACKGROT'ND OF THE STIIDY

The most  impor tant  a im of  learn ing Engl  ish as a fore ign

ranguage is to be abre to master and use the language in both

spoken and wr i t ten form.  To achieve th is  a im,  we should t ry

to master  the four  Language sk i l ls ,  namely:  l is ten ing,

speaking,  reading,  and wr i t ing.  In  the process of  learnrng,

however ,  there are only  three language sk i l ls  which are

g i ven  more  a t t en t i on .  Acco rd ing  t o  pau l s ton  (1926 :  127  ) ,  t he

most  neglected sk i l l  among those four  ranguage sk i r t  is

l  is ten ing.  In  fact ,  when we decide to  learn a fore ign

language, it does not mean that we only want to be able to

write and to read, but also to coflununicate using the spoken

language. When we have a spoken communication, we wil l

cer ta in ly  need a r is ten ing abi l i ty .  r t  is  impossib le  that  we

do not  use our  l is ten ing abi l i ty  when we speak.

Speaking is  commonly per formed in  face to  face

interact ion and occurs as a par t  o f  a  d ia logue or  other  form

of  verbar  exchange.  Thus,  there is  a  c lose rerat ronship

between l  is ten ing and speaking.  How can we g ive response to

what we have heard if we do not understand the message? How

can we comrnuni cate and use trre ranguage if we are not abre to

catch and comprehend what our counter speaker says? About



t h j . s  po in t ,  Ma ry  Unde rwood  (1989 :  1 )  s t a tes  t ha t :

nStudents wi l l  unable to  take par t  in  ora l
communicat ion i f  they do not  learn to  1 is ten
ef fect ive ly .  By learn ing to  l is ten,  they can
at tend to  what  they hear ,  to  process i t ,  to
understand i t ,  to  in terpret  and to  respond i t . "

Fur thermore,  the idea of  master ing Engl ish wi l l  be

meaningless i f  we ignore one sk i l l  o f  the language which

suppor ts  the success of  learn ing a fore ign language.

In s tudy ing a fore ign language,  that  is ,  Engl ish,

noth ing is  more d i . f f icu l t  than Iearn ing to  obta in the

informat ion by l is ten ing to  the spoken Engl ish.  Accord ing to

R i ve rs  ( 1968 ) ,  t he  g rea tes t  d i f f i cu l t y  f o r  a  t r ave l l e r  i n  a

fore ign country  is  not  pr imar i ly  that  he cannot  make h imsel f

understood;  th is  can f requent ly  done by gesture,  by wr i t ing,

or  by point ing to  someth ing wr i t ten in  a b i l ingual  book of

phrases.  HiS enjoyment  and par t ic ipat ion in  comrnuni ty  I i fe

and thought  are fur ther  cur ta i led by h is  inabi l i ty  to

comprehend announcements, broadcasts, lectures, plays and

f i 1ms .

L i s t en ing  p l ays  impo r tan t  r o l es  i n  f u l f i l l i ng  ou r

needs,  such as:  the need to increase our  knowledge,  the need

to have information and the need to derive pleasures from the

l  anguage through movies,  teLevis ion,  rad ios and so

on .  (R i cha rds ,  1983 :  77  )

Another important thing is when we want to derive

pleasures f rom Engl ish through movies,  f i lm ser ies,  or



te lev is ion,  we a lways depend on the subt i t les or

t r ans la t i on .  W i thou t  a  l i s t en ing  sk i l 1 ,  i f  we  m iss  t he

sub t i t l e s ,  we  w i l l  m i ss  t he  f i lm  as  we l I .  Th i s  p rob lem w i l l

not happen to us if we have an abil i ty to catch and comprehend

the messages conta ined in  the f j .  lns.  By l is ten ing to  f i l rn

d ia logues,  we can get  some comprehensib le inputs in  us ing

the l anguage in a concrete situation. Something that we

might not get from the books.

In  order  to  mot ivate the s tudents '  ab i l i ty  in  EngI ish,

we should try to create an English environment as much as

possib le  f rom the beginning level  .  In  addi t ion,  we wi l l  be

accustomed to perceiv ing rapid spoken Engl ish which is

normal  for  nat ive speakers outs ide the c lassroom. As a

result, when we are cornmunicating using the spoken langruage,

we wi l I  not  f ind any d i f f icu l t ies.  In  other  words,  we can be a

successfu l  learner  of  EngI  ish in  the fu ture.

Real iz ing those facts ,  the wr i ter  is  in terested in

suggest ing teaching l is ten ing sk i I l  to  SLTP,  f i rs t  year

students.  Teaching I is ten ing comprehension us ing shor t

d ia logues is  one of  the teacher 's  ef for ts  to  arouse the

students' interest and to decrease boredom as well because

the wr i ter  has appl  ied in  her  own c lass.  The students are

interested because they learn sornething new.

The wr i ter  rea l izes that  the teacher  wi l I  need a 1ot  o f

t ime to teach th is  sk i l l  At  jun ior  h igh school  the t ime



a l l oca ted  o f  Eng r i sh  i s  4x45 ' i n  a  week ,  i nc rud ing

st ructure,  reading,  vocaburary,  t ransrat ion and speaking.

The teacher  may face d i f f icur t ies in  cooperat ing the t ime

and materials to be covered beacuse the curricurum does not

g i ve  t he  exac t  ava i l ab le  t ime  f o r  t each ing  l i s t en ing  sk i I l ,

therefore '  the wr i . ter  t r ies to  teach r is ten ing sk i r r  a t

least three times a month out of the totar amount of English

lesson which is  16 t imes a month.

1.2. STATEUENT OF THE PROBLE}I

This  s tudy is  taken to  shed l ight  on the quest ion

dela ing wi th  the impor tance of  r is ten ing sk i .J .  1  in  naster ing

Engr ish as a fore ign language.  Thus,  e f for ts  are d i rectec l  to

f ind the answers to the guestions: Hor., can teachingl

l is ten ing sk i t r  through shor t  d iarogues be appr ied to  sLTp

students,  f i rs t  year  s tudents?

1.3. OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The object ive s tudy is  to  descr ibe how to teach

l is ten ing sk i r r  through shor t  d ia lognres to  sLTp,  f i rs t  year

students.

I.4. THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

This study i.s expected to

contr ibut ions to  teachers of  Engl ish

give some vaLuable

to teach I is ten ing



to  SLTP,  f i rs t  year  s tudents through shor t  d ia l -ogues.  I t  is

hoped that  th is  wi l l  he lp the s tudents to  improve th is

d i f f i cu l t  s k i 11 .

1.5. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The wr i ter  consul ts  exper ts '  op in ions most ly  f rom

books and ar t ic les which are prov ided at  Widya Mandala

Cathol ic  Univers i ty  where the wr i ter  s tud ies.  The wr l rer

a lso gathers facts  and proofs  f rom the real i ty  wi th in  her  own

envi ronment .  Af ter  she gathers re levant  facts  and opin ions

f rom those sources,  she retates,  suf iunar izes,  and expresses

some of them in her own words.

1.6. LIMITATION OF TIIE STUDY

This s tudy is  deal ing wi th  the technique of  teaching

l is ten ing through shor t  d ia logues on dai ly  and easy

conversat ions such as greet ings or  ask ing for  he lp.  The use

o f  t h i s  t echn ique  i s  d i r ec ted  t o  t he  SLTP ,  f i r s t  yea r

students in  the second and th i rd  quar ter  s ince they are

considered to  have enough language sk i l l  and t ime to learn

th i s  sk i l l .

1.7. DEFINITION OF THE KEY TERI'TS

To avoid mis in terpretat ion and misunderstanding.  the

wr i t e r  wou ld  l i ke  t o  g i ve  de f i n i t i on  o f  t he  key  t e rms

used .



a.  Teaching

Acco rd ing  t o  B rown  (1980 :  7 ) : "Teach ing  i s  show ing  o r

help ing someth ing,  g iv ing inst ruct ion,  gu id ing in  the

study of  someth ing,  provoding wi th  knowledge,  causing

to know or  to  understand.  "

b .  L i s t en ing

Acco rd ing  t o  Lunds teen  (19712  726  ) : " L i s t en ing  i s  mo re

than hear ing.  Hear ing is  the process of  which sound waves

are received and modj . f  ies by the ears.  But  j .n  l is ten j ,ng,

sound $raves are not  on ly  received but  a lso in terpreted,

i .e .  be ing aware of  the sound component  and recogniz ing

them as meaningful sound and speech seguences. "

c .  D ia l ogue

Accord i .ng to  New Webster  Dic t ionary (1984)  "A wr i t ten

composi t ion in  which two or  more characters are

represented as convers ing or  reasoning on some topic .  "

1.8. ORGANIZATION OF THE THESIS

Th i s  t hes i s  cons i s t s  o f  f i ve  chap te r s .  The  f i r s t

chapter  is  the In t roduct ion.  Chapter  two is  the theoret ica l

background.  The th i rd  chapter  is  the use of  d ia logues in

teaching l is ten ing comprehensj .on.  Chapter  four  is  about  the

procedures of  teaching I is ten ig comprehension.  The Iast

chapter  is  chapter  f ive which deals  wi th  the conclus ion and

suggest ion.




