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ABSTRACT 

Suyapno. Lindawati. 1998. Errors in using prepositions in 
the composition3 made by the third semester 
students of the English Department of Widya 
Mandala Catholic University 

This study deals with the analysis of the errors 
made by the third semester students of the English Depart­
ment of Widya Mandala Catholic University in the use of 
prepositions in their compositions. The writer chooses 
this topic because she realizes that there are many stu­
dents still making preposition errors when they are writ­
ing compositions. 

The purpose of this study is to identify the 
preposition errors. that is errors in the use of preposi­
tions of place or position. prepositions of time. preposi­
tions of direction. and prepositions of manner made by the 
students which are classified into three types of errors. 
that is errors of addition. errors of omission. and errors 
of substitution. The writer also interpreted the findings. 
and then gave conclusion and some suggestions to help the 
students to minimize the errors they would make. 

To get the data. the writer took the third 
semester students' compositions assigned by their writing 
teachers. After that. she noted down the preposition 
errors made by the students and then classified them and 
counted the frequency and the total number of each kind of 
preposition errors and also the percentage of error 
occurences. The result shows that the most frequent types 
of error is error of substitution (=58.8%). the second is 
error of addition (=24.6%). and the least is error of 
omission (=16. 6%) _ 

Finally, the writer gave conclusion and some 
suggestions. 
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