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1 .1 Background of the Study

Learni  ng Engl  i  sh as a f  ore ' i  gn ' l  anguage i  s

no t  on ' l y  a  mat te r  o f  l ea rn ing  how to  speak ,  read  and

' l i s ten  bu t  a lso  to  wr i te .  The  ab i l i t y  to  wr i te  p lays

a  ma jo r  ro ' l e  to  suppor t  the  read ing  ab i l i t y  o f  the

s tuden ts  s ince ,  ind ' i rec t l y ,  the  wr i t ten  word  has  a

cen t ra ' l  f unc t ion  in  our  soc ie ty  as  a  p r imany  t rans-

mi t te r  o f  the  cu l tu re .  However ,  the  fac t  shows tha t

teach ing  s tuden ts  how to  wr i te  i s  no t  as  easy  as

peop ' le  have  imag ined .  The  Eng l i sh  Depar tment  s tuden ts

o f  Widya  Manda la  Un ive rs i t y  sone t imes  s t i l l  f ace  some

prob lems in  f i nd ing  ou t  wha t  appropr ia te  sen tence

shou ld  be  wr i t ten  in  the  beg ' inn ing  o f  a  compos i t i on .

Even  fo r  the  s imp les t  t ype  o f  wr i t i ng  tha t  i s  nar ra -

t i ve  wr i t i ng ,  they  o f ten  have  to  search  the i r  m ind

fo r  a  ve ry ' l  ong  t ime;  jus t  to  f i nd  ou t  the  s ta r te r

o f  the  compos i t i on .  And  th is  i s  ma in ly  because  they

have  d i f f i cu ] t i es  in  f i nd inE what  ideas  to  be  wr i t -

ten .

There fo re ,  the  wr i te r  wou ld  l i ke  to  conduc t

an  exper imenta ' l  s tudy  concern ing  the  p rob lems above .

She  wou ld  l i ke  to  f i nd  ou t  how fa r  her  techn ique

rea ' l l y  i n f luenc€s  the  s tuden ts  to  ge t  the  idea  to

wr i te .  The  type  o f  wr i t l ng  the  wr i te r  wou ld  l i ke  to



obse rve  i  s  na r ra t i  ve  w r i  t i  ng .  He r  s tudy  w i  1 ' l  be

conduc ted  t o  t he  f i  r s t  semes te r  o f  Eng l  i  sh  Depa r tmen t

s tuden ts  o f  W idya  Manda la  Un i ve rs i t y .

Ac tua ' l  
' l  y ,  t he  w r i  t e r  chooses  na r ra t i  ve  w r i  t -

i ng  t o  be  expe r imen ted  t o  t he  f i r s t  semes te r  s t uden ts

o f  t he  Eng l i sh  depa r tmen t  based  on  t h ree  reasons .

F i r s t ,  a l nos t  a ' l ' l  Sen io r  H igh  Schoo ' l  s t uden ts  i n

I ndones ia  have  eve r  been  i n t r oduced  t o  some  t ypes  o f

w r i t i ng ,  name ' l y  na r ra t i ve ,  desc r i p t j ve ,  and  expos i -

t o r y .  Thus ,  na r ra t i ve  i s  no t  a  new  th i ng  f o r  t hose

Sen io r  H igh  Schoo l  s t uden ts .  They  have  been  f am i ' l i a r

t o  t h i s  t ype  o f  w r i t i ng  i n  wh i ch  many  o f  t hem ca ] ]  i t

as  t he  eas ies t  t ype  o f  w r i t i ng .

Second ,  even though  na r ra t i ve  w r i t i ng  i s  t he

s imp les t  and  eas ies t  t ype  o f  w r i t i ng  compared  t o  t he

o the r  t ypes  o f  w r i t i ng ,  t he  w r i t e r  obse rves  t ha t

t he re  a re  many  f i r s t  semes te r  s t uden ts  o f  Eng l i sh

depa r tmen t  i n  W idya  Manda la  Un i ve rs i t y  who  s t i ' l l  have

d i f f i cu l t i es  t o  w r i t e  a  na r ra t i ve  w r i t i ng .  I n  f ac t ,

t hey  have  t o  f ace  more  de ta i l ed  na r ra t i ve  concep ts

when  t hey  a re  ' i  n  t he  second  semes te r .

Th i r d ,  t he  w r i t e r  i s  awa re  o f  he r  second

reason  above  can  a r i  se  because  t he  med i  a  used  t o

teach  w r i t i ng  i s  no t  r ea l l y  mod i f i ed  enough  t o  s t imu -

l a te  t he  s tuden ts '  i dea  t o  w r i t e .  I n  t he  pas t ,  t he

Wr i  t i  ng  I  ec tu re r s  on l  y  used  
' ! ' i  

s t  o f  vocabu l  a r y  t o

teach  w r i t i ng .  Th rough  t he  vocabu ' l a r i es  g i ven ,  t he



students were expected to  make a composi t ion on a

ce r t a i n  t op i c .  The  Wr i t i ng  
' l e c tu re r s  

expec ted  more

f rom the  vocabu la r i es  t hey  gave  t o  t he  s tuden ts .  They

rega rded  t ha t  t hose  vocabu ' l a r i es  g i ven  t o  t he  s tud -

en t s  we re  a l  r eady  enough  t o  he ' l  p  t hem i  n  w r i  t i  ng

the i r  i deas .  Howeve r ,  t h i s  t echn ique  d i d  no t  r ea l ' l y

wo rk  t o  he lp  t he  s tuden ts  t o  s t imu la te  t he i r  i deas  i n

wr i t i ng .  Then ,  a  new  imp rovemen t  t o  t each  w r i t i ng

was  t h rough  read ing  passage .  He re ,  t he  s tuden ts  we re

asked  t o  r ead  by  t hemse ' l ves  and  ge t  t he  pa t t e rn  o f

t he  w r i t i ng  t ype  based  on  t he  read ing  passage  t hey

had  read .  I n  f ac t ,  f o r  t hose  who  l i ke  read ing ,  o f

cou rse ,  t hey  wou ld  no t  have  p rob lems  a t  a1 l ;  bu t  f o r

t hose  who  d i s ' l i ked  read ing ,  t hey  wou ld  have  p rob lems

in  ge t t i ng  t he  pa t t e rn  o f  t he  w r i t i ng .  The  wo rs t  was

tha t  t hey  some t imes  j us t  w ro te  ove r  wha t  t hey  had

read  i n  ano the r  ve rs i on .  I n  t h i s  case ,  t he i r  c rea t i v -

i t y  was  nu ] l .  They  on l y  go t  t he  pa t t e rn  bu t  t hey

cou ' l d  no t  ge t  t he i r  own  i dea  t o  w r i t e  a  compos i t i on .

S t i l ' 1  ,  t h i s  new  imp rovemen t  o f  t each ing  w r i t i ng  does

no t  r ea ' l  
' l  y  wo rk  t o  s t i  mu ' l  a t e  t he  s tuden ts '  i  deas  i  n

mak i  ng  a  compos i  t i  on .  I n  f ac t ,  t hose  cond i  t i  ons

p resen ted  by  t he  w r i t e r  above  o f t en  happened  du r i ng

the  w r i t e r ' s  days  i n  W idya  Manda la  Un i ve rs i t y .

Now,  t he  p rob lem i s  no t  j us t  conce rn ing  w i t h

wha t  t each ing  t echn ique  shou ld  be  conduc ted  t o  t each

wr i  t i  ng  bu t  i  t  deve ' l  ops  un t i  
' l  

how  the  Wr i  t ' i  ng  
' l  

ec tu r -



e r  i n  t he  Eng l i sh  Depa r tmen t  can  p resen t  t he  w r i t i ng

' l esson  
more  a t t r ac t i ve  and  more  i n te res t i ng  t o  t he i r

s t uden ts  so  t ha t  t hey  can  conv i  nce  t he i  r  s t uden ts

tha t  w r i  t ' i  ng  i  s  no t  a  ' f  r i  gh ten ' i  ng  mons te r '  as  t hey

have  imag ined  be fo re .  As  l { h i t e  [ 1981  : 61  has  w r i t t en

in  h i s  book  t ha t  " t o  make  t he  s tuden ts  ge t  t he  i deas

eas i1y ,  t hey  shou ld  be  p resen ted  w i t h  a  mode ' l  . "  To

make  t he  
' l e sson  

more  a t t r ac t i ve  and  more  i n te res t i ng '

t he  
' l e c tu re r  

shou ld  equ ip  h imse ' l f  w i t h  some  c rea t i ve

techn iques  t o  s t imu1a te  t he  s tuden ts '  i deas  t o  w r i t e .

The re fo re  i n  t h i s  s t udy ,  t he  w r i t e r  wou ld ' l i ke  t o

i n t r oduce  t he  use  o f  v i sua ' l  a i ds  - -  p i c t u re - se r i es  - -

t o  he l  p  t he  Wr i t i ng  Eng l i sh  t eache rs  t o  s t imu ]a te

the i  r  s t uden ts '  i  deas  i  n  w r i  t i  ng .

1.2 Statement  of  the Problen

S ince  s tuden ts  need ' some th ing '  t o  s t imu ' l a t e

the i r  i deas  t o  w r i t e  a  we ]  1 -a r ranged  na r ra t i ve  compo-

s ' i  t i  on ,  t hen  t he  t eache r  shou ' l  d  p rov i  de  t hem w i  t h

some  mode ' l s  as  t he  t each ing  t echn ique .  The  t each ing

techn ique  t ha t  i s  conduc ted  by  t he  w r i t e r  i n  t h i s

s tudy  i s  us i ng  p i c t u re - se r i es  w i t h  o ra l  ques t i ons

techn i  que .

Based  on  t he  reasons  men t i oned  above ,  t he

s ta temen t  o f  t he  p rob ' l em  can  be  s ta ted  as :  Wha t  i s

t he  e f f ec t  o f  us j  ng  p i c t u re - se r i es  w i t h  o ra l  ques -

t i ons  as  a  t echn ique  i n  t each ing  na r ra t i ve  w r i t i ng  on



-

t he  na r ra t i ve

te r  Eng ' l  i  sh

Un i ve rs i t y  o f

w r i t i ng  ach ievemen t

Depa r tmen t  s t uden ts

the  yea r  1997 -1998  ?

f i  r s t  semes-

dya  Manda ' l  a

o f  t he

o f  w i

1 .3  The  Ob jec t i ve  o f  t he  S tudy

The  ob jec t i ves  o f  t he  s tudy  a re  :  1 )

ou t 'whe the r  t he  use  o f  p i c t u re - se r i es  i n

na r ra t i ve  w r i t i ng  can  imp rove  t he  s tuden ts

mance  i n  ge t t i ng  t he  i deas  o f  w r i t i ng ,  2 )

ou t  whe the r  t he  conduc ted  t echn ique  i n

na r ra t ' i  ve  w r i  t ' i  ng  i  n f  
' l  

uences  t he  s tuden ts r

w r i t i ng  ach ievemen t  s i  gn i  f i can t l y .

1.4  H  y  p  o  t  h  e  s  i  s

Ho :  There  i s  no  s ign i f i can t  d i

be tween p ic tu re -ser ies  w i th  o ra ' l  ques t ions

and 
' l  i  s t  of  vocabu' l  ary techni  que on the

narrat ' i  ve wr i  t ' i  ng ach' i  evement .

Ha :  The re  i s  a  s i gn i f i can t  d i

be tween  p ' i  c t u re - se r i  es  w i  t h  o ra ' l  ques t ' i  ons

and 
' l  

i  s t  o f  vocabu' l  ary  techni  que on the

na r ra t i  ve  w r i  t ' i  ng  ach i  evemen t  .

.  
' t o  

f i nd

teach ' i  ng

'  pe r f o r -

t o  f i  nd

teach i  ng

nar  rat  i  ve

f f e rence

techn i  que

s tuden ts '

f f e rence

techn i  que

s tuden ts '

1 .5  The  S ign i f i cance  o f  t he  S tudy

The  resu ' l  t  o f  t h i  s  s t udy  i  s  ma i  n ' l  y  o r i  en ta ted

on  how  teach ing  na r ra t i ve  w r i t i ng  t h rough  p i c t u re -

se r i es  can  be  a  new  va r i a t i on  t o  t each  w r i t i ng .  Th i s



n e l v  v a r i a t i o n  i s  h o p e d  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  m a k e  t h e  w r i t i n g

c l  a s s  m o r e  c h e e r f u l  t h a n  b e f o r e .  A t  I  e a s t ,  i  n  t h i  s

c a s e ,  t h i  s  n e w  t e c h n i q u e  o f  t e a c h i  n g  w r i t i n g  c a n

e r a s e  t h e  a s s u m p t ' i  o n  t h a t  w r i t i n g  l e s s o n  i s  a  m o n o t o -

n o u s ,  d u 1  1  ,  a n d  b o r i  n g  1  e s s o n  .

I t  i  s  a l  so  hoped  t ha t

use fu l  gu  i  dance  t o  t he  t each

wr i  t i  ng  na r ra t ' i  ve  compos i  t i  on ,

depa r tmen t  o r  a t  Eng l i sh  w r i t i

a re ,  t he  s tuden ts  mo t i  va ted  t o

. i  ng  t he ' i  r  i  deas  t h rough  t he  w r i

t h i s  s t udy  can  be  a

i ng  and  l  ea rn i  ng  o f

e i t he r  a t  t he  Eng l i sh

ng  cou rse .  On l  y  t hen

be  ac t  i  ve  i n  exp ress -

t ten  lvo  rd  s

1  . 6  T h e  S c o p e  a n d  L i m i t a t i o n

-  The  sub jec t  o f  t he  s tudy  i s

semes te r  s t uden ts  o f  t he  yea r

Manda l  a  Un  i ve r s i  t y ,  Su rabaya .

o f  t h e

l i m i t e d

1 9 9 7  -  1

t h

i ve

Study

to  t he  f i  r s t

998  o f  W i  dya

the  s tuden ts

compos i t i on

-  The  w r i  t e r '  s  s t udy  on . l y  dea l s  w i

w r i  t i  ng  ab i  1 i  t y  t o  w r i  t e  a  na r ra t

t h rough  t he  p i  c t u re - se l i  es  g i ven .

-  The  w r i t e r  f ocuses  on  v i sua l  a i ds

se r i  es .

1 .7  The  De f i n i t i on  o f  Key  Te rms

To  avo i  d  w rong  i  n t e rp re ta t

s tudy ,  t he  w r i  t e r  t h i nks  t ha t  i t  i s  i

c l ea r  de f i n i t i ons  o f  t he  t e rms  used

on  t o  t he  nex t  chap te r .  They  a re  :

t h a t  ' i  s  p i  c t u r e -

i o n  t o w a r d  t h i  s

m p o r t a n t  t o  h a v e

b e f o r e  s h e  g o e s



a ) .  P i  c t u re - se r i  es

A  ' p i  c t u re  '  i s  " a  I  i  keness

a +  r _ p r o d u c e d

b )  .  O ra ' l  .

O ra l  i  s  " no t  w r i  t t en ;

t o  t he  nex t  w  i  t hou t  be i

p e r s o n  ,  s c e n e ,

b y  d r a w i n g ,

gene ra t  i  on

"  ICow i  e ,

I  e a r n  h o w

n g  i n  t h e

spoken ,  f r om one

ng  w r  i  t t en  down

ng  o r  he l  p i  ng  someone  t o

g i  v i  ng  i  ns t r uc t i  on ,  gu i  d i

o f

pa i  n t i  ng ,  pho tog raph ,  e t c .  "  IWebs te r ,  1984 :  452  ] A  p r c -

t u r e  - i  s  "  a  p a i  n t i  n g  o r  a  d r a w i  n g  .  " I  Pau l  P roc te r  ,

o f  s im i  l a r' 1  978 :B1B l .  'Se r . i  es '  i s "  a  n  umber

th  i  ngs  o r  pe  r son  s a r r a n g e d  i  n  a  r o w  o r  c o m i  n g  o n e

a f t e r  ano the r . "  I  Webs te r , 1984 :  543 -544  ] .  I n  sho r t ,

t h i s  t e rm  means  a  numben  o f  s im i l a r  t h i ngs  o r  pe r -

sons ,  e t c  p roduced  by  d raw ing ,  pa in t i ng ,  pho tog raph ,

e t c  wh i ch  a re  a r ranged  i n  a  r ow  o r  com ing  one  a f t e r

ano the r .

1989 :8701 .

c ) .  O ra l  ques t i ons .

Ora l  ques t i ons  a re  "ques t i ons  t ha t  a re  no t  w r i t t en

down  .  "  IWar r i  ne r ,  1977 :  892  ]  .

d ) .  T e c h n i q u e .

T e c h n  i  q u e  i  s

w o r k ,  s c i  e n t i  f  i c

1 9 8 4 : 6 1 4 1 .

e ) .  T e a c h ' i  n g .

" I t  i s  s h o w i

t o  d o  s o m e t h i  n g ,

" t h e  m e t h o d  o f  p r o c e d u r e  i n  a r t i s t r c

a c t i v i t y ,  e t c .  "  I D a v i d  B .  G u r a l n i  k ,



s tudy  o f  some th ing ,  p rov id i ng  w i t h  know ledge ,  caus ing

to  know  o r  unde rs tand .  "  [H ,  Ooug l  as ,  1980 :7 ]  .

f ) .  Wr i t i ng

Wr i  t i  ng  i  s  " some th i  ng  wh i  ch  re l  a ted  w i  t h  w r i  t -

t en  f o rm  o f  l anguage .  "  IPau l  P roc te r , 1978 :12747 ,

S )  .  i lar rat i  ve Wr i  t i  ng

Nar ra t i ve  w r i t i ng  i s  " a  k i nd  o f  d i scou rse  wh i ch

answers  t he  ques t i ons  :  wha t  happened ,  when  t ha t  ' i  s

and  whe re  t ha t  i  s .  "  [ $ / a r r i  ne r ,  1977 :527 )  .

h ) .  Ach ievemen t

Ach i  evemen t  i  s  " some th i  ng  done  success fu l  I  y

w i  t h  e f  f , o r t  and  sk i  
' l  

I  "  I  Locc i  t , 9 ]  .

1 . 8 The  Organ i za t i on  o f  t he  Thes i s .

Th i  s  t hes i  s  cons i  s t s  o f  f i  ve  chap te r s .  I n

Chap te r  One ,  t he  w r i t e r  p resen t s  t he  i n t r oduc t i on  o f

t he  s tudy .  Chap te r  Two  conce rns  t he  t heo re t i ca ' l

backg round  wh i ch  suppo r t s  t he  s tudy  and  Chap te r  Th ree

ta1ks  abou t  p i c t u re - se r i es  as  t he  me thodo logy  o f  t he

: resea rch .  The  i  n t e rp re ta t i  on  o f  t he  f  i  nd i  ngs  w i ' l  
' l  

be

d i scussed  f u r t he r  i n  Chap te r  Fou r .  F i na11y ,  Chap te r

F ' i  ve  w i  I  I  dea l  w i  t h  t he  conc l  us  i on  on  t he  w r i  t e r ' s

s tudy  and  t he  sugges t i ons / recommenda t i on  f o r  f u r t he r

resea rch .


