
THE EFFECT OF FI\MIII.AR AND UNNAMILI.AR
READING TOPICS ON THE STUDENTS READING

COMPREHENSION ACHTEVEMENT

A THESIS

ln Drrtlrl Fullllncnl ol thc lcqulrcmcntr lor
lhc Srrrrn.landltlltrn Degrce In

Erylbh Lrrgurgc Tcrchlng

8y
uNp, ^ G9To
t21300t0c5

UNIVERSITAS IilTOLIK WIDYA MANDALA SURA'BAYA
EAKULTAS KEGURI,IA,N DAN ILMU PENDTDIKAN

JURUSAN PENDIDTKAN BAHASA DAN SENI
PRoGRAMSTUDIPENDIDIKANBAHASAINGGR|S

JUNI, 1998



APPROVAL S}IEET
/ i  \( r ,

This thesis entitled TFIE EFFECT OF FAMILIAR AND UNFAMILIAR READING

TOPICS ON THE STI'DENTS' READING COMPRETMNSION ACHIEVEMENT

prepared and submitted by Linda Goto has been approved and accepted as a partial

fulfilment of the requirements for Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language

Teaching by the following advisor



APPROVAL SHEET
(2)

This thesis has been examined by the committee on oral examination with a grade of

on June 5. 1998.

MF]MBER

C}{AIRMAN

MEMBER

ML]MBER



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Above all, the rvritcr rvould like to thank to Almighty Cod, Jesus Christ tbr

His mercy and love so that she can frnish this thesis as the requirernent fbr

completing her study at Widya Mandala University.

Her deepest and sincere gratitude also goes to;

1. DR. Veronica L. Diptoadi, M.Sc., her advisor, for invaluable guidance,

advices, encouragemcnt and suggcstions have been ol 'great help to her in

accompl ishing this thesis

2. The headmaster and the English teacher of SMU Kristen Petra III Surabaya,

who had allowed her to conduct this study at the school

3. All the students of SMU Kristen Petra III Surabaya, especially for the third

year students of IPA and IPS programs, who had participated in the teaching

reading process which was carried out for her study

4. Drs. l. Nyoman Arcana, rvho helped her a lot with the statistical computation

lbr this thesis

Her beloved farnily, her brother, sisters, especially her parents for their love

and the continual support during her study until the finishing ofthis thesis

All the lecturers of Widya Mandala Catholic University for their guidance

during her study at the Univerti$

7. Pien Wrjaya, S.T., her beloved boy friend, who always helps and

encouragement when she was in despair

8. Finally, she would like to thapk anyone who has helped her in finishing her

thesis.

The writer hopes that the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with them and

bless them abundantly.

5 .

6.

grves

The writer



TABLB OF CONTENTS

APPROVAL SI|EET (  t )

AP|'ROV^L Sr Il jtr 't ' (2)

ACKNOWLUDGEMENTS
'fAI]LE 

OF- CONTtrNTS

LIST OF APPENDICES

AI]S]'I{ACT

CHAPTER

I. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Background ofthe Study

1.2 The Statement oFthe problem

1.3 l 'he Objective of the Study

1.4 The Significance of rhe Study

l.-5 l-iypothcscs

1.6 Scopc ant l  L imitat ion

1.7 Definition of Key Tenn

1.8 Organization of the Study

. t

.II. REVIEW OF REI,ATED LITERATIJRE

2. I  Reading ( 'omprehension

2.1 . I ' l-hc (lortcrcpt ol ' I{cading

l. I .2 ' l  hc Corrccpt ol ' l lcuding Conrltrche nsron

2 .  1 .3  l { o r rd i ng  Sk i l l s

2 L4'l 'hc role ol '  l l .eadin.g'l 'cacher

2.2 Scl rgn l  I  l reorv

2.2 | l 'he Inrpoftance of'Subject Matter

I

i i

i i i

l v

v i i

v i i i

I

1

J

4

5

6

6

8

8

6

9

l0

l l

t . ]
t - a

l 4



2 2.2 ] 'hc l)roccdurc to Aclivalc Schcrlata

2 2.3 ' l 'he 
Charnctcristic o1'Schcnrata

2.2 3.1 Schcrnata have variables

223.2 Schenrata can ernbed one within anothcr

2 2.3.3 Schcmata are idiosyncractic

2.2.3.4 Schemata are active process

2.2.4 'l-he'Iypes 
of Schenrata

2.2.4.1 Formal Schernata

2 2.4 2 Contclrt Schcrlata

2 2.4.3 Linguistic Schenrata

2.2.5 ' l 'hc Fuuctiorr o1'Sslrcmala in Reading Cornprehetrs,ion

2.2 5.1 ln  Making 2Predic t ion

2 2.5.2 lrr Making Inferences

2 2.5 3 In Allocating Attention

2.3 Related Studies

I I I .  METI . IODOI,OGY OII  ITI iSEN ITCI I

3.1 Research Design

3.2 Population and Samplc

3.3 Instrurnent

3.3.1 Val id i ty

3.3.2 Reliabil i ty

3.3.3 ltem Analysis

3.3.2. I Dif l iculty Index

3.3.2.2 Discr imi  nat ion Index

3.4 Proceclure ol 'Collccting Data

3.5 Procedure of Data Analysis

IV. DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS

4.1 The Result of Data Analysis

t5

l ( r

I t r

l 6

t l

t7

t7

l 8

ill

l 8

2$

20

2 l

2 l

22

25

25

26

27

28

28

30

30

J ^/.

34

36

4 l

41



4.2 Interpretation of the Findings

V. CONCLUSION

5.1 Conclusion

5.2 Suggestions

BIBLIOGRAPFIY

APPENDICES

43

49

49

5 l



APPI 'NDIX

Table I :

l-able lt
' l 'able 

III :

Table lV :
' l 'ablc 

V

Table VI

Table VII :

Table Vl l l  :

I  : ' I ' A l l l , l l S

l 'hc Calcu la l ion
' l -he 

Calcu lat ion

l'he Calculalion

The Calculation
' l  

hc Calcu lat ion

(l j lectricity)

l 'he Calculation

(Banking)

The Values ofF

The Valucs of q

LIST OF APPENDICES

of Alpha Reliabil i ty ( Elecrriciry)

of  A lpha Rel iab i l i tv  (Banking)

o l 'ANOVA

of  TUCKEY METIIOD

ol- ltcnr Dil l iculty and ltem l)iscrirnination

of ltem Difl iculty and ltenr Discrirnination

(F table)

(q table)

APPENDIX II: QTIESTIONNAIRES AND IT,BADING PASSI\GIIS

Qucst ior r r ra  i rc  I  I : lcc t r ic i tv

Qucs l i onna i r c I I  : I l ank i r r g

Rcading I  :  l : lect r ic i ty

Reading l l  : I larrking



ABSTRACT

ln teaching reading comprehension in English as second language to SMU
students, the teacher cannot avoid facing many problems that occur during the
teaching learning process. lt has been proved that most students get troubles in
their reading lesson. During the teaching learning activities, the teacher usually
asks students a text to read, then asks thern to answer questions after they read the
text. To overcome the problerrr, the teacher can ilnprove the rvay of her teaching
as the treatments suggcsted in this study namely familiar and unfamiliar reading
topics in the students' reading comprehension achievenrent. It is because the
treatments vierv reading as an interactive process betrveen the reading topic and
thc rcadcrs' background knorvlcdge.

' l 'his 
stutly rvas carricd out mainly lo f ind out rvhcther thcrc is a signil icant

dif l 'ercncc on l lre students' reading cornprehcnsion whcn using l irmil iar and
unlarnil iar rcatl ins topics. I hc population of this quasi cxpcrimental study is the
third year studcnts ot' l l)A ancl IPS progralrls o1'SMU Krislcn Pctra Il l  in thc
acadernic ycar of l9q7-1q98 Whilc thc samplcs arc onc IPA progranr and onc IPS
progranr. Srrurc instlunr('nls \vere used to obtain the required data l-he first one is
the clucstionnaircs in ordcr to knorv rvhether the studcnts are latnil iar or
unfiuri l iar to l lrc rcaclrng tol. l ics givcn l irtcr in thc rvrittcn rcading tcsts. 

' fhc

second one i-s the rvrittcn reading tests that are related to the topic in the
questionnaires given above. 

'fhe 
tests are in the lbrm ol'essay-questions. The

result of the tests was divided into fbur groups, namely IPA-F, IPA-[JF', IPS-F, and
IPS-UF. The rcsults. thcn, rvcrc analyzed using the F{est (ANOVA) and IISD
'[ 'uckcy 1cst.

The result oFthe study reveals that familiar and untanri l iar reading topics
afl'ect the studcnts' reading comprehension. Students who were familiar to the
topic of the text achicved higher scores than the students rvho are unlamiliar to
the topic ol ' thc topio of thc tc.xt. It also shorvs that IPA studcnls sti l l  can achieve
high scores fbr the unl'amiliar topic although it is not as high as tho familiar one.
Horvgver, the IPS students get low scores for the unfarniliar topic.

Knorving that flarniliarity of the topic of reading selection determines the
students' comprehension, it is suggested that the students should be given familiar
topic of reading in ordcr to hclp the studcnts to comprehend the passage . And, by
giving the l 'arnil ial topic. it c:au also tnolivate sluderrls to lcarn lrnglish.




