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CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

In this chapter, the writer presents the conclusion and suggestion. In the
conclusion, the writer summarizes the main points that have been discussed in the
previous chapter. The second part is the suggestion, which is expected to
contribute to the English Department students who deal with Semantics,

especially vagueness.

5.1 Conclusion

Human beings can communicate each other through a media. Many kinds
of media are available nowadays. The most famous and well-known mass media
in the society 1s newspapers.

In every newspaper, there is a letters column. According to Baddock
(1988:51) the letters column is the only part of a newspaper, which 1s written by
people. As a part of a newspaper that is read by people from different educational
and social backgrounds, the language in the letters column should be clear and
understandable. However, vagueness can still be found in some letters, whether
they are intentionally or unintentionally written. Vagueness or lack of
specification (Kempson 1977:124) makes readers difficult to get the intended
meaning from the letters clearly. Therefore, the objectives of conducting this

study are finding whether vagueness occurs 1n “Metropolis Watch” on Jawa Pos
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Newspaper, what types of vagueness tﬁat occur and which type of vagueness that
occurs the most frequently.

The data for this study were taken from “Metropolis Watch” from Jawa
Pos Newspaper on page 30, issued from February 9 to 18, 2004. In those ten days
editions, there were forty-three letters, and because of the limited time, the writer
only selected eleven of them to be analyzed in detail using the systematic random
sampling.

The research technique of this study was content analysis. The writer
analyzed the manifested content of the data, “Metropolis Watch” in Jawa Pos
Newspaper by reviewing the theory sources in order to explore the specific 1ssues
of vagueness. In other words, the writer analyzed the eleven letters on “Metropolis
Watch” based on the four types of vagueness as the parameter of this study to
answer the research questions posed in Chapter 1.

The types of vagueness found in the analysis of this study were referential
vagueness, and lack of specification vagueness. From forty vague words and
phrases found, twelve vague words and phréses belonged to referential vagueness
and twenty-cight vague words or phrases included in lack of specification
vagueness. The type of vagueness that mostly occurs was the lack of specification.
Besides, vagueness appears more frequently in words and phrases than in sentence
as shown in table 4.1 on page 49.

Theoretically, the language in a newspaper should be clear so that it can be
understandable. Apparently, there is vagueness found in some letters of
“Metropolis Watch” of Jawa Pos Newspaper; thus, the readers can get confused

{0 obtain the intended meaning of the letters. The writer can conclude that some of
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the senders of letters in “Metropolis Watch” gave narrow meaning that it may be
hard to decide whether or not the item can be applied to certain object. Besides.
the meaning of some words and phrases in some letters of “Metropolis Watch™ are

broad that needs more specific information.

52 Suggestions

Because the writer only analyzed a part of the newspaper, the writer
cannot claim that other parts of Jawa Pos Newspaper are also colored with
vagueness. For that reason, the writer suggests the future researcher to analyze
other parts of Jawa Pos newspaper, such as editorials” column, advertisement
column or “Deteksi.”

Besides newspaper, further research can be done with other media of
communication, such as tabloids, magazines, radios or televisions in English or
Indonesia. The purpose is to find whether other media of communication also
contain vagueness Or not.

As stated in significance of the study, this study can give additional theory
of Semantics, especially vagueness to the students of the English Department of
Widya Mandala Catholic University who are learning Semantics. Then, the
students of Widya Mandala Catholic University can also write a good and
understandable letter, especially in a newspaper by using some principles of good

writing as stated in Chapter 1L
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