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l . t  l lacliground of the Studv

Leaming L,nglish as a tbreign language nieans learning the four basic

skil ls of English. ' l 'he skil ls are l istening. speaking. reading. and u,rit ing

writing skill is put in thc las! }:ccausc it is^ inelccti. lhc rnost ilifficult skili tr-r

accluire compared to the others. I Icrrvever, mastering rrriting is r.,ery important

in order to be able to communicate *ell. This is supported bv Rippon and

Meyers (1979:145)- Accnrding to thenr. speaking and tvrit ing are ve!_1

importanl ft.rr cr.rmmunica !ir'rn.

, Ilorvever, it seems that leaming hor.r,.' to u.rite is ncrt as simple as man!.

people think. Writing is a lang'rage skill thai derriands learners to pro,luce

ideas. 
'l'he 

ideas. then, rrrust lie \rlell (-)rsanized and put inio :3elltences, so that

i l  rvttuld ttc ntcaningfrrl antl cornnt rrrt icat ivc lo lhr,: rcadcrs, Whcn s[urlcnls arc

asked to make a composition. the1.' often get bored and ccnfused. lvlost of

tlrenr don't knorv rvhat thev have to urite either because of the liririted

knorvledge abt'lut the sulrject or because the-v canntrt tlnd ideas to u,rite.

Studcnls oftcn finrJ it clifficult to tnakc an appropriatc scntcncc to rtpcn lhcir

g:ornpgrsiticrn. [.ven rvhen thel.' are asked trr rvrite the simplest t1'pe crf n'riting-

that is narrative, the-v often lrave to spen,3 quite a long time to find out a

suitable opning sentence tbr t lreir conlposit ion. As a result, nrost of thenr _lust

e1-.'p-i' thc compositi(-''n frr.rm lhcir fri,Jnd. Thc writcr hcrsr;lf cxpcricncctl lhc



same situation \\'hen she lvas still in senior high school. Sometimes, her

teachers asked the class to nrake a short paragrapli about a certain topic.

Alllrotrgh lhc tcachcr irssigrte'rl lltc.slutlc'nls lr-r rnrtlc- rlrl_r, ir elrr)r'l lrrrragrap!r.

almost all studcnts in hcr rdass fr-run.1 f , iliffir-rult t-r-r di-r. (lr-rnscriur:nllr:- r-rnlr,,' fcrrr

of them rvere able io dc the task direcl-lr:. Other students. on the cther hand.

tlrough had tried hard to i'irrd a suitable opeiiing selrtelice and to organize tlie

scnlcnces a l l l trogrriatel-r,, g(:rt stuck irnd t ' lcci, icd {o sloi: drrino the jol-r Instcatl

of tvriting s 1:srmpg5ilirrn- thr,)' bcgan lei 1;11ft ir-r 1:;11:11 rrlht:r. Tht: ilriler far:t:d

the same problem u.'hen she was in her first tear of universit.v. She found it

quite dit l icult to do the urit iug taslt and she had to spend quite a loug tinre

ortlv l0 think ol ' lhc irplx()l)r i?rlc ol)c inq sc|l lci lcc.

This bcccrmes tht: crrnccrn rrf thr: r.viitr:r. Shc, *'otilil likc trr r:rrndur:l a

research to overcome the nroblems laced b.,' siudents in lear-rtins rtritinE.

Since the scope of the rrriting is ven' trroad, slie naffo\\.'s it dout ouiv to

naf ral i\.'e colllpositioll. Thc rc:rsrltt li--r' cllt osiito ttattali'.'.^ r'vritirtg is l;ecause

cvcn narrativc rvriting is thc simplcst typc:. man,v stticl',:nts slill t:an'l makr: a

good narrative rwiting composition. The *'riter belier.'es that teachers might

need to develop their teclrnique by using media in teaching narrative rwiting.

I-lp trr norv, nrany teachers oflly give their students a krpic and sotlte

vttcabularics, ancl ask thcm tr-r make: a narrati\,(: rrtiting. This technique might

not give rnuch help for the students. Ilaving this fact in mind, the rvriter rvould

like to help teaclrers lr.v ofl'ering other techniques, the-v are teaching narrative

c{'rnl)osition through the ntedia of l}icture 5gr'1e5 r.1.rith ora! (-!uestiorls arld



through a list of vocabularv rvith headines. The concern is not only to rvhat

teaching technique should lre conducted to teach uriting, but also horv to

rnakc rvriting lcsson be nrore attractive and intercsting. \trftite (1t).c1;6) stated

16i11 1r-r hclp thc stuclcnts gt:t thc idcas morc casil1.. it is impr-rrtant tcr givs thcril

a model. Therefore, in this stud_v, the uriter rvould like to introduce the use of

visual aids -picture series--to lielp Englisli teachers stiniulate their students

in rvri l  irtg,

Thc tcchniclucrs abovr: hacl bc:c:n drtner b)' thrr:c: stutlcnts of Wicl1.,a

N{andala Universitv in their theses in 1998 anti 200C. The three previous

researchers rvanted to tind out rvhich techrlique, picture series rvith oral

( ' luestions or a l ist ol 'r,ocabulary arrd headings could al] 'ect the students'

narrativc rvriting achicvc:mc:nt. Thcir samplcs arc: [hr: first ancl [he: se:c:rrncl

semester students of Wid.va lv{andala liniversit},', This stud-v as a replication of

the previous ones, was conducted to cotrtjnil 1!1g rrrevinrs fin,{irrryc rrcirro lllg

sanre techniques with a little bit shan-qe. The u.'ri^rer chan-o.ed tlre or'al quetti(.'ns

inttt r.r,rittc:n oncrs ancl appiie:cl thc: tr.r,cr tr:c:hnirFrc:s tr-r diffe:rent siib-iects rr:ith

different level. they are the second _vear of senior high school students. She

rvould like to conlpare the trvo techniques and compare the result rvith the

1)r'cvir1u5 slutl ics' rcsull. Tlrc rcirson l irr choosing scniol high schrlri l  sludgtts

as the sample fcrr this siud_v is that,r:r,r:n th+Lrgh lhc:i.'har.'t-: ter,n l-a-miliar rr,ith

this tlpe of rvriting -- thev had been introdiiced to narrative *riting rvhen the.v

. . , , r r . .  i '1  i l , re  i ' r r r in r  l - . in l r  .nh, rn !  !+r :e l  -  +h+ ' - r  c ; i l l  i ' ; r re  : - . r r r r r . '  , l i f f i c r r l t ie .  ' -

rvr i l i rrg natr i l l i \ rc cornposi l ion. Thc rtcxl rc?rs{--r i l  is l l rat i t  is hcl icr '  1i} l tclp t l tc



students to be able to trite narrative composition before they..enter a higher

level of education, that rs at tlie universrtr.' level.

1.2 Statement ef the Problem

Due to the fact that students often have difficulties in getting ideas and

puttirrg thenr into a rvell-arrarrsed narrative comnosition. thev rvill. surelr,-

nced sonrcthing that c?1n hclp thun k-r:itinruliite their- !,lgas. To o\relc1..'rlre this.

tcachcrs shoulcl prtrviclc som(: rnoek:ls as thc tca-r:hing tr:chniilLrc. ln this studv-

the writer riould like to compare trvo writing technrques t'hich use different

nrodels. 'l'he 
models are picture series with uritten suestions and a list of

r''ocairulary with heading te'-^hniqu€. The u;ritel rnade a cornparisrx of l-.'oth

techniques ein their effectiveness in improving the stuclents' narrative r.r,ritinc

achievement.

Based on the reasons urentioned abo'e, the staternent of the problem

can bc stalcd as lblhlu,: Is lhcrc arrv signil iczrnt cl i l ' l i :rcncc bclrvcen the use ol '

pit:turc scric:s rvith rvritlr:n rprc:sticrns and thr: usc: Lrf a lisl crf r.,rrr:abulary rr,,i1fi

headings as the techniques in teaching narrative .rriting on the narrative

aclrieveurent of tlre second vear studet'lts of SMUK St. A.gnes,l

1.-1 The Obiectives of the Stud1,.

In this study, the rrriter rr..ould like tc point out tr-,.o obiectives of her

study. l'he olrjectives of the studl, are:



Ter find orrl rvhir:h 11:s1:hing lc:t:hnitlrc:. pit:lrrrr: sr:rit:s rvilh wriilc)n

cluestions or a list crf vocrabr-rlan r','ith headings- influence siurlents'

narrative llriting achievement signifi cantl_v

1.4 H.vpothesis

LIer : Therr: is n{-} significanl rli fle:ir:nie: in ilir_: na_rralive

achievement betrveen those rrho are taught using pictirre series r.lith

questions and those tauglrt using a list of vocabulan, and lreadings.

Ha:  There is  a  s ign i f ieant  t j  i i j i r -enc, . -  i i i  l l i c  n : l ia l ive

achicvcmcnt [rs:[1y1;1:n thgsr: r.r.,hrr arc latlgiri using pir:iuir: seric:s with

questions and those taught using a list ofvocabdary and headings.

rv i - i l ing

w t  l L l E ! l
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1.5 The Signifit:ance of the Strrd-v

Thrr rcsult crf this stue!1 is main!3,, r_:iir:ctr:ti i-r hr,nr, lai the particula,r

teaching technique can affect students' na_naiir.'e -*r!iing performar,ce.

lurthenlore, the result of thi-q study can hopre{ull-\,'give a usei.ul ccntrilruticl

lbr n,rit ing teachers in choosins a suital.r lc tcchnicuc in teaching narlative

writing. It is also hopcd that this stLrcl1.. t:an br: ;1 115q:ful guiclance tei tht:

teaching and learning of narrative r...riting composition. either at senior high

schools or at Hnglish rwiting courses, so that their students will be lnotivated

lo lle active in expressin-9 tlreir ideas through the rvlitten ...r..ords.



1.6 The Scope and Linritations of the Stud-v

'l 'he subject of t lr is stud_v is l iurited to the

Schrlol studgrts of StvilIK Sl. Aqrrcs.

This stucl_v only clt:als rvith thg 5111{g:nls'

composition through the use of picture series,

vocabulary, and headings given.

second vear of Senior High

abiliti' ter lr,ritr: a narratir,e

rrtitten questions, a list of

1.? The Definition of Iiev Terms

Tn .r i . ,a a nlao. i -a, 'a . ' '1 , ' l  . !c .1 +n - l . .n i . . i  r r ' f . rnn i : :+a: .nrc+a+i n n f , - r ' . ' . t rd +h;c

studv, the r.vriter would like to give a clear dellnitiori of the main tenris used in

this stud,v.

a. Teaching

According to Dcuglas (!980:7), tcachine is "showing or helpine

someone to leam ho'w to do soruething- giving intbmiation, guiding in

thc study of sonrcthing, provitling u'ith knou4ctlllc, c?lllsillg tL1 kttou,' {)r

tuntlcrstancl."

Lr. lVrit ing Achievement

Wri t i r rc r  ic  i l r , .  n ,^ t inr r  n f ' , -n l r "u ' lnsr ! rc l  i , le rc  r r r  q . 'n tcnceq lhe i ,1enc

havc lo bc rvcl l  or l .arr izcrl  sr) lhat thc' j  r .r i l l  l rc i i ic irrt i t tc. lui  !o lhe readcrs

Ar:hievr:mc:nt i5 sr-rmg:thing ilr-rnr:: sL!r-:cessltrili, iiiih t-:ffr-rrt anel skili.

lLlr ford Dict ionary. !995:10) l lere, the rrr i ier can conclude that u' i ' i l i lq

uchierement ftteafis ihe stlccess; o{ ttctsferlng tize :l:!l! ci";'riting u,lticlt i.t

ilune vitl't e/!itrr urul l:kili .



c. Narrative Writing

Narratit;c l.N'ritlng. is "a t_vpe oi essay tells a ston. or a series cf

cvql ls, in lhc ort lcr ir t  rvhich t lrc-r. ,  r-rccrrr " 1-Pcr.c-r, , ,  19111 -!(:)

d. Tr:chniiprc:

Itor David B. Curalnik (1984:6 1.1\" iet 'hni,_1ua is

procedure irr artistic rvorl.:, scieritii-ic actir;if,r, ets."

, r  D ; , . + . .  r , r  C - . ; . , -\ r .  I  r rYtur \ -  .  r l?t  t l i t

method of

,4 prdure is "a likenr:ss of p915t-in. s(xjne- ct(: Fri_rdire:ccl bv ilrar.ving.

painting, photographs. etc." i.\\rebster. i98,!:4-52). ,1 piclure rs "a painting

or a dralving." {Paul Procter. 1978:818). \.Viliie.lc'r'je-i call Lre det'ined as

"a nutrt l ler o1'sirtt i lar lhittgs or l ')cfsons arrirnpccl irr ir rnrr, (rr c('!rnine r)nr:

after another." {Vicbster- 1?84:541--s{4). Ar:s:r)idirg tr} Hrrriib-r,

i1994:l154), serles is a number of things, er.,ents, etc of similar kini.

especiall], lrlaced or occurriug cne aller aitoiller." ln short,pictls,e serles

lncans a nurnlre| of cvents, ctc rtf sirnilir| kind, l)t'(lduced b,v drarving,

painting. pherkrgraphs. r:lr: rr.,hir:h art: plac:c:r! r-rr r-ri-:!:uJTinE oae: a-ftci

another.

\ I r ' r i + + o s  r ' L , o c + , i n ' r\ < r u \ , J r l r , l l

Que.*!ittrt is a :ientcnee tilat :.-sks firr: infitnnatirtn {Oxfiitl

Dit:tionary, l9A5:052) lVhik: u,;'r11<zr? m(:ans trr bc: madc in fcrrm r-rf

letters, or symbols on a surface. usualll, paper (Orford Dictionary,

1995:1382). 'l'heretbre, writtctt qLreritiott llteans sentellce in tbmr ot'grouir

ol ' lc t lc ls t t t i t t lc  r ' l t r  ?t  l )?1lrcr  l l t i r l  asl . ,s l ' r r r  i r r l ' r r r rn i r l i t tn.



*q. A list of vocabulary,.

According to the ntiter. a list of vr-)callulan,ls a pFoup of ri,ords

cirsih, l:cc:rusc 1lrt .r'
thrr l  r tscr ' l  hclp s l r r r lor ls l r t  n,r ' i lc  ?- l  cr) t l l  l ) { ts i l io i l  i l t ( l i ( l

dc nr-r I ha,,,t: tcr st:a,rt:li r.t'r-rrrj:; fr-rr iliiitc a lr-rng !i6q:.

1.l l ' l 'hc ()rganizatiorr of thc Studr-

Tlt is slrrt l-v crtttsisls ol ' l ivc chrl l l lcfs ln (- 'hrrptcr Onc, t lrc r.vr. itcr r,,-, i l l

prs;s(jnt tht: intrcrdLrr:tir_rn r-rf tht: stLril.r, air-rng *i,1.i ihe_: bar:!:-grirLin:_! r-rf fhr-:

writer's thesis. chapter Trvo rvil l  conccrn on thr: theorc-tical background

udrich supports tlre studv chapter 'i lrree ivili iall: abc;ut the oicrure seres

lcchrt i r l t rc as lhc l r lc lho( l t t l t r l rv ol ' lhc lcscirrch Tl lc rJ?t  l ! t  i rn:r i_vsis i rnt ' l  l inrJ inus

will be discussecl in Chapter Fr_rui. Anel fina,!i;,,. Cha.picr Fi,,,t:. will ilisr:uss thr_:

\l'riter's suggestion and conclusion.

a


