The Teaching of Speaking through Group Discussion
to Year 7 Students of Junior High School : an Observational Study

A THESIS

In Partial Fulfillment Requirements for
The Sarjana Pendidikan Degree in English Language Teaching Faculty

Steven Anthony Wirjono
1213005103

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
WIDYA MANDALA SURABAYA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
2009



LEMBAR PERNYATAAN PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI
KARYA ILMIAH

Demi perkembangan ilmu pengetahuan, saya sebagai mahasiswa
Unika Widya Mandala Surabaya:

Nama : Steven Anthony Wirjono
NRP 11213005103

Menyetujui skripsi/karya ilmiah saya:

Judul:

THE TEACHING OF SPEAKING THROUGH GROUP DISCUSSION TO
YEAR 7 STUDENTS OF JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL: AN OBSERVATIONAL
STUDY

Untuk dipublikasikan/ditampilkan di internet atau media lain (Digital
Library Perpustakaan Unika Widya Mandala Surabaya) untuk
kepentingan akademik sebatas sesuai Undang-Undang Hak Cipta.

Demikian pernyataan persetujuan publikasi karya ilmiah ini saya buat
dengan sebenarnya.

Surabaya, 3 February 2010
Yang menyatakan,

e —— e e L
-METERAI
' T_EM_PEL

PUAENEMRIUN BANGSA .
B5955AAF01511648]

ENAM B RUVIAL
NN
6000,

Steven Anthony Wirjond




APPROVAL SHEET

)

This thesis, entitled The Teaching of Speaking through Group
Discussion to Year 7 Students of Junior High School : an Observational
Study, conducted and submitted by Steven Anthony Wirjono has been approved
and accepted as a partial fulfillment of the requirement for Sarjana Pendidikan
Degree in English Language Teaching by the following advisor:

g o
~Y.G. Harto Pramono, Ph.D Hady Sutris Winarlim, M.Sc

Advisor I Advisor II



APPROVAL SHEET
@

This thesis has been examined by the committee of an Oral
Examination with the grade of on January, 2009.

On behalf of the examiner Dr. V. Luluk Prijambodo, M.Pd.
Head of the English Department

Hady Sutris Winarlim, M.Sc

=

Drs.B. Himawanﬂibowo M.Hum.

}Mtary Member

e

%
- /37)% “@o |
— o

——Y.G. Harto Pramono. Ph D Hady Sutris Winarlim, M.Sc




ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

First of all, the writer would like to give the greatest thanks to Jesus

Christ who has always blessed him to accomplish this thesis at the

beginning until the end of writing the thesis. The writer would also like to

express his deepest appreciation to the following people who have given

their time to guide and help the writer in finishing this thesis.

1.

Y.G. Harto Pramono, Ph.D, the writer’s advisor, who has guided
and given valuable suggestions and ideas during his busy days
reviewing the writer’s thesis.

Hady Sutris Winarlim, M.Sc, the writer’s second advisor, for his
kindness and patience in reviewing the writer’s thesis. His advice
and support always make the writer show his best.

All the lecturers of the English Department of Widya Mandala
Catholic University Surabaya for their guidance during his study.
Erny Soewito Tirto, B.Sc, the English teacher of Vita Junior High
School, for her kindness and guidance during the observation.

All of the writer’s family for their prayer so that he is able to
finish this thesis.

The writer’s girlfriend, Ame, who always supports him to finish

the thesis.



7. The writer’s friends who have supported him, especially the
students of 2005 academic year of.

8. Vita Junior High School for giving the writer a chance to observe
and do his research there.

9. All the seventh graders of Vita Junior High School, especially
class 7a for their active participation in class while the writer was
doing his research.

Finally, the writer would also thank those who have not been
mentioned here but had given big contribution, support, prayer and love to
the writer. The writer realizes that without the helpful cooperation of those
mentioned above and people who couldn’t be mentioned one by one, the

writer could not finish this thesis.

The Writer



TABLE OF CONTENTS

APProval SNEet (1) ... i
APProval SNEEL(2) ... ..o i
AcKNOWIEdgemMENTS. .. ..cviee e s iii
Table of CoNtents..........cooiiiiiii v
ADSEFACT. ... e VT
Chapter | *Introduction..........c.cooiiiiii i 1
1.1 Background of the Study...............ocoi 1
1.2 Statement of the Problem.................oooiiiiiiiin 3
1.3 Objective of the Study........c.ooeviiiiiiiiiie 3
1.4 Significance of the Study............cooviiiiiiiiiiiiceeee. 3
1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study......................oooeeae. 4
1.6 Theoretical Framework................coooiiiiiiiii e, 4
1.7 Definition of Key Terms..........ccoovviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiins 5
1.8  Organization of the Study..............oooiiiiiii 6
Chapter 11 : Review on Related Literature...................... 7
2.1 The Nature of Speaking.............coceveviiiiiiiiiiiiiiinennn, 7
2.1.1  The Importance of Speaking............................. 8
2.1.2  Approach and Techniques in Teaching Speaking.... 9
2.2 Group DiSCUSSION. .....uueiiet ittt eeeeieaaans 11
2.2.1  The Nature of Discussion...............cccevueniueeen.e. 11
2.2.2  The Nature of Group Discussion........................ 12
2.2.3  The Advantages of Group Discussion.................. 15
2.2.4  Types of Group Discussion..............c.ceceveeuennn.. 16
2.2.5  Types of Topic in the Group Discussion............... 17



2.2.6  How to Avoid Problems during Group Discussion... 18

....................... 20
............................. 22

2.2.7  The Role of Students and Teacher

2.3 Review of Previous Studies

Chapter 11l : Research Method.................oo e, 24

3.1 Research Design...........ccoeviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeaen, 24

3.2 SUDJECLS. ettt 25

3.3 Instrument of the Research........................o. 25
3.4 Procedure of the Data Collection..................oooeiiinne. 26

3.5 Technique of the Data Analysis.............cccovieeiiininninnnn 27
Chapter IV : Data Analysis, Findings, and Discussion............ 29
4.1 Data Analysis and Findings.................coooiiiiiiiiiiiinnan.n 29
4.1.1  The Teacher’s Teaching Techniques...................... 29

4.1.2  The Students’ Observation Data........................... 40

4.1.3  The Students’ Questionnaire Data......................... 42

4.2 DISCUSSION. ...ttt ettt ettt et 44
4.2.1  The Teacher’s Teaching Techniques...................... 44

4.2.2  The Students’ Response to the Speaking Class Taught

by Using Group DiSCUSSI.........covvviviiiireniiniienannn 48

Chapter V :  Conclusion and Suggestions..............ccceveennes 52
5.1 ConCluSION......ouiiitiiiii i 52
5.2 SUZEESIONS. .. ..uteiiiite et 53
5.2.1  Suggestion for English Teachers’ Teaching........... 53

5.2.2  Suggestion for Students’ Learning....................... 54

5.2.3  Suggestion on Further Research........................ 54
Bibliography.......co oo 55

APPENAICES. ..ttt e e 58



ABSTRACT

Steven Anthony Wirjono. The Teaching of Speaking through Group
Discussion of year 7 students of Junior High School Students: an
Observational Study, 2009.

Advisor (i): Y.G. Harto Pramono, Ph.D.

Adpvisor (ii): Hady Sutris Winarlim, M.Sc

Keywords: Teaching, Speaking, Group Discussion, Speaking.

Talking about language, especially English cannot be separated from
the four language skills which are very important. Those skills are
Listening, Speaking, Reading, and Writing. For learners, speaking seems to
be the difficult thing that has to be mastered. Therefore the writer decided to
have an observational study about group discussion. He intended to find the
teachers’ strategies in applying the group discussion to teach speaking and
also the students’ response to the lesson taught by using group discussion.

In conducting the study, the writer used non-participation method of
qualitative descriptive research. The writer was the observer who observed
the class without any interruption to the teacher. In every meetings, the
writer as the observer himself wrote some notes that would be important in
his own journals. There would be four kinds of data that were analyzed:
observer’s note, questionnaire to the students, interview to the teacher, and
also rubric to the teacher. The subject in this research was 24 students of
class 7a in one junior high school and the teacher.

After the discussion about the teacher’s teaching step and students’
feedback, the writer made conclusions. The conclusions were the group
discussion was presented in good order by the teacher and the group
discussion had received good feedback from the students especially in their
comprehension to the material, interaction, fluency, and confidence.
However, the writer suggested the teacher to use additional books to enrich
the students’ knowledge.

The Writer
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