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ABSTRACT 

I n  the 1984 Enql ish  curr iculum f o r  Senior High 
School. i t  i s  s tated t ha t  "The Agreement of  Plural-Nouns i n  
a Sentence" i s  one of  the sub top ics  o f  Enq l ish  t ha t  the 
t h i r d  year students should master. Rea l iz ing the f a c t  tha t  
the t h i r d  year students of SNeK Pirngadi  Surabaya s t i l l  had 
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  using the elements i n  the agreement -of 
plural-nouns i n  a sentence ( t h e  elements i n  the agreement 
between determiners and plural-nouns and the elements i n  

. the agreement between plural-nouns and verbs) ,  I becamh 
in te res ted  i n  f i nd ing  out the most troublesome element i n  
the agreement of  plural-nouns i n  a sentence made by these 
students. - 

The aim of t h i s  study i s  t o  f i n d  out ser ious e r ro rs  
i n  the agreement of  plural-nouns i n  a sentence ( t h e  
agreement between determiners and plural-nouns and the 
agreement between plural-nouns and verbs) made by the t h i r d  
year students of SMA Kr is ten Pirngadi  Surabaya. The reason 
i s ,  a la rge  number of  students s t i l l  made a l o t  of  mistakes 
i n  the agreement o f  plural-nouns i n  a sentence i n  t h e i r  
t e s t  papers. To prove i t ,  an attempt was made t o  present 
some amount of  e r ro r s  under discussion along w i t h  t h e i r  
predicted causes and some suggestions on how t o  overcome 
them. 

The method o f  t h i s  study was analyzing, c l ass i f y i ng  
and counting the e r r o r s  from the students'  t e s t  papers t o  
f i n d  ou t  the most troublesome element i n  the agreement o f  
plural-nouns i n  a sentence ( the agreement between 
determiners and plural-nouns and the agreement between 
plural-nouns and verbs) which had been misused by the 
students. The r e s u l t  was the misuse of  the verbs i n  the 
agreement between plural-nouns and verbs (31.5 % I ,  the 
misuse o f  the plural-nouns i n  the agreement between p lu ra l-  
nouns and verbs (29.8 % ) ,  the misuse of  the plural-nouns i n  
the agreement between determiners and plural-nouns (19.6 % )  
and the misuse of  the determiners i n  the agreement between 
determiners and plural-nouns (19.1 % ) .  - 

Based on the f ind ings,  the conclusion o f  t h i s  study 
was the most d i f f i c u l t  element i n  the agreement of  p l u r a l -  - 

nouns i n  a sentence i s  the cor rec t  use o f -ve rbs  i n  the 
agreement between plural-nouns and verbs and the easiest  
element i s  the cor rec t  use o f  the determiners i n  the 
agreement between determiners and plural-nouns. 
Expectantly, the f i nd ings  of  t h i s  study w i l l  g i ve  us be t t e r  
in format ion about how students learn  the agreement of  
Eng l ish  plural-nouns i n  a sentence i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t o  
master Eng l ish  as a fore ign language. Consequently, the 
f ind ings are expected t o  be -appl ied by the Engl ish  teachers 
as feedback t o  improve t h e i r  ways o f  teaching the agreement 



of  plural- nouns i n  a sentence. Hence, by so doing, the 
teachers w i l l  he lp  t h e i r  students decrease i n  makinq e r r o r s  
i n  the aqreement of  plural-nouns i n  a sentence. 
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