CHAPTER 11

INTRODUCTI ON

1.1 Background of the Study

In the 1984 English curriculum for Junior High
School, it is stated that Present Perfect Tense is one
of the subtopics of English given to the second year
students.' As the writer's English teaching experience
at Junior High School, most of the students get some
difficulties in constructing Present Perfect Tense sen-
tences. They get confused in using the auxiliary "Has and
have", as well as the use of regular verbs and irregular
ones. These phenomena are generally known as the language
transfer. The writer wonders whether these errors are
caused by language transfer only.

Realizing the fact that most of SUP students have
problems in learning English grammar, the writer made some
observations on the results of the students’ English
grammar tests. This was done when she was asked to check
the second year students' formative test during collecting

data. From 'her observation, she found out that students
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faced difficulties when they were constructing present

perfect tense sentences.

There are three unpublished papers written by many
students of Widya mandala University dealt with Present

perfect problems. First, Lanawati Handoyo (1978) dealt
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with problems concerning form and meaning. Second,

Lanny OSutjiati Sutioso dealt with problems concerning
form, meaning, spelling and pn"t:u'n_mciat:i(:m.3 Third, Ratna

Komalasari dealt with problems concerning the use simple

present tense and present perfect tense form.4

The other researchers conducting researchers on
errors are Inneke Lius, Theresia Avila and Sundari. Inneke

Lius (1986) analyzed the students errors in using the
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conditional clauses. Theresia Avila (1989} analyzed
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errors 1In constructing adjective clause. ® sundari (1990)
discussed the errors in using the conditional sentences.7
Based on the fact that all of the researchers have

not investigated errors in present perfect tense, the

writer decided to make a study on it and the causes of the

errors.

1.2 Statement of the Problems
This thesis tried to answer the following ques-

tions:

a. What kinds of errors do the second year students make
when constructing the English present perfect tense
sentences?

b. What are the possible sources of these errors?

1.3 The Objective of the Study
The objective of this study is to see the kinds of
errors the second year students of SMPN 11 Surabava made

using the present perfect tense and the causes of these

errors.
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1.4 The Significance of the Study

The results of this study were expected to help
the English teachers get better understanding of their
students’ errors and causes of error in using present
perfect tense. By knowing the types and the sources of
these errors, they will be able to help the students
minimize 'the errors. Beside that, this study will give the
English teachers more informations on how the students
should learn present perfect tense better in their effort

to master English.

1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study

This study is limited on the use of has or have,
the regular verbs and the irregular verbs and the pattern

of present perfect tense.

The writer limited this study on constructing
present perfect tense sentences. For the reason, present
perfect tense has already been taught to the third semes-
ter of the second year students of SMPN 11 Surabaya at the

time, the writer conducted a research in that school.

1.6 The Theoretical Framework

This study employed theoreties of error analysis,

contrastive analysis and present perfect tense.



1.6.1 Error Analysis

This theory was used as the basis for detecting and
classifying the types of error made by the second year
students of SVPN 11 Surabaya in constructing the English

sentences using present perfect tense.

1.6.2 Contrastive Analysis

This theory was used to predict the causes of
errors, or even the sole cause of difficulty and error
in Jlearning a second language is interference from the

. : 8
learner's native language.

1.6.3 Present Perfect Tense

Present Perfect Tense refers to a period of time

that continues up to the present.9

1.7 Assumption

This study was based on the assumption that the
students have learned Simple Present Tense, Simple Past

tense and Present Perfect Tense.

1.8 Definition of Key Terms

It is necessary to define the key-terms used on
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this - -thesis in order to avoid misunderstanding.

1.8.1 Errors Analysis

According to Rod Ellis, error analysis is a
procedure which involves collecting sample of Ilearner

language, identifying the errors in the sample, describing

these errors, evaluating the seriousness of the errors. 10
1.8.2 Error
According to Chomsky, as quoted by Dulay et al.ll,

errors which are caused by lack of knowledge of the

language rule (Competence Errors).n

1.8.3 Mistake

According to Chomsky, as quoted by Dulay et.al.lz,
mistakes which are caused by fatigue and inattention

(Performance Errors).

1.9 Organization of the Thesis

This thesis discuss the errors made by the second

year students of SMPN 11 Surabava in constructing the
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English sentences using present perfect tense consists of

five chapters.

The first chapter is the introduction of the the-
sis. It consists of background of the study, statement of
the problems, the objective of the study, the significance
of the study, scope and limitation of the study, the
theretical framework, assumption, and definition of the

key terms.

The second chapter, dealing with review of the
related literature. consists of the theories of error
analysis, the theory of contrastive analysis and the

English present perfect tense.

The third chapter concerns the research design, the
subject of the study, the instrument of the research,

procedure of collecting the data and techniques for data

analysis.

The fourth chapter talks about finding and Inter-

pretation.

In the last chapter, the writer presents conclu—-

si1ons which include summary and suggestions.





