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COMMON ERRORS I N  PRESENT PERFECT TENSE 
MaDE BY SECOND YEAR STUDENTS OF 

SMPN 11 SURnB6YR 

By : Esther  T isnawat ie  

CIBSTRACT 

According t o  the  1984 E n g l i s h  Curr iculum f o r  SMP, 
the  Present Pe r fec t  Tense i s  one of  the sub t o p i c s  o f  
E n g l i s h  t h a t  the second year s tudents  o f  SUP should mas- 
t e r .  Although the s tudents have l e a r n t  tenses such as 
Simple Present Tense, Present Continuous Tense, Simple 
Past  Tense and Present P e r f e c t  Tense, they s t i l l  get  
d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  cons t ruc t i ng  present  p e r f e c t  sentences. 
Based on the f a c t ,  the w r i t e r  i s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  conduct ing 
a research on i t ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  desc r ib ing  the types o f  
e r r o r s .  

The purpose o f  t h i s  research was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  the 
types of  e r r o r  made by the second year s tudents o f  SMPN 11 
Surabaya i n  cons t ruc t i ng  present  p e r f e c t  tense sentences. 

The statement o f - t h e  problems a re  what k inds  e r r o r s  
do the  second year students make when c o n s t r u c t i n g  E n g l i s h  
sentences". What a re  the  p o s s i b l e  sources o f  e r r o r s .  

The t r y- ou t  t e s t  was c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  c l a s s  I 1  H of  
the second year s tudents  o f  SMPN 11 Surabaya on February 
11, 1992. The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t he  inst rument  was tes ted  
us ing  the Kuder and Richardson ( K - R  21) .  The r e l i a b i l i t y  
o f  t he  t e s t  was 0,83. 

The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  the t r y - o u t  was 0,83. The r e l i -  
a b i l i t y  c o e f f i c i e n t  o f  a t e s t  can vary between 0 and 1.00. 
A r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  1.00 i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a t e s t  i s  p e r f e c t l y  
r e l i a b l e .  The r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  the t r y - o u t  was 0,83, i t  was 
very adequate t o  accept i t .  The w r i t e r  c a r r i e d  o u t  t o  fou r  
c lasses :  1 1  D, I 1  E ,  11 F and I 1  G o f  the second year 
s tudents  of  SMPN 11 Surabaya as the  r e a l  t e s t .  

Having analyzed. c l a s s i f i e d ,  and counted the e r r o r s  
encountered, the w r i t e r  found o u t  the most e r r o r  types 
t h a t  t he  s tudents made were e r r o r s  o f  mis format ion 
( =  76.50%), t he  second most e r r o r  types were e r r o r s  o f  
omission ( =  1 1 . 4 8 % ) .  the t h i r d  e r r o r  types were e r r o r s  of  
a d d i t i o n  ( =  9.67%) and the  f o u r t h  e r r o r  types were e r r o r s  
o f  misorder ing  ( =  2.35%). 

There are  three reasons why t h e  s tudents make 
e r r o r s :  ( I ) ,  t he  s t r u c t u r a l  o f  Indonesian language i s  
d i f f e r e n t  from the Eng l i sh  language: (21, t h e  s tudents 



tend t o  t rans fe r  the meaning and d i s t r i b u t i o n  of forms 
t o  the fore ign language ( I n t e r l i n g u a l  Transfer);  (31,  
the  students '  mother-tongue i n t e r f e r e  t o  t h e i r  fo re ign 
language ( I n t r a l i n g u a l  Transfer ) .  

I n  l i n e  w i t h  the f ind ing ,  the w r i t e r  concluded tha t  
i n  const ruc t ing the present pe r fec t  tense most students 
made misformation e r ro rs .  Hopeful ly,  the f i nd ings  o f  t h i s  
study w i l l  g i ve  us be t t e r  in format ion about the students 
lea rn  the present per fec t  tense. 




