CHAPTER V
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS

This chapter presents a summary of the research and findings. The second
section presents the suggestions for improvement of education practices and for
further research.

5.1 Conclusion

With the increasing demand of skilled workers each year, it is important for
the University to prepare their students to be critical thinkers. In the future, the
students are not only competing with humans but, with robots and artificial
intelligence too. In order to compete, students should be critical and creative in

developing ideas and solutions.

In line with that, critical thinking should be practiced. As the educators,
teachers should incorporate critical thinking activities in every subject and provide
learning environment that foster students’ critical thinking. In Widya Mandala
Kalijudan Campus, the campus provides the students with various learning facilities
such as; libraries, language laboratory, quiet spaces to do independent study, book and
free internet connection for the students to use. The students could use books and the
internet connection to collect data for the essays. Each language laboratory also
completed with language assistants to help and assist the students whenever the
students have any difficulty. In brief, not only the lecturers of Writing D who
encouraged the students to apply the skills during the lecture, the campus also creates

a good learning environment for the students to study by their own.

In this study, the researcher found that Writing D lecturers in Widya Mandala
Catholic University followed the instructions from the Ministry of Education to teach
critical thinking skills to the students. The lecturers introduced and taught critical
thinking skills through different methods and approach. The students’ response
towards the skills were positive and they could comprehend the information given by
the lecturers. Although many students faced difficulties in the beginning, as they
practiced the skills over and over, they found that the skills are very helpful and
useful for them. The students said that the skills help them during the lesson, class
discussions and especially during the making of their essays. Some of the students

also added that the skills helped them outside of the class too. This proves that with

52



the right methods and approach, students could easily learn critical thinking. In
addition, the students’ responses also proves that there is correlation between writing

and critical thinking skills.

Besides the finding that critical thinking was taught during Writing D class,
this study also verify that critical thinking and writing are related. As the students
mentioned in the interview, they used analyzing, reasoning (the most), problem-
solving and decision making skills while composing their essays. The students also
added that with the help of critical thinking, they could create more substantial essays
and they could write effectively because they knew what they are going to write on
their essays.

5.2 Suggestions

Based on the result of the study, the researcher would like to add some

suggestions for English learners, teachers and future researchers.

1) Suggestions for English language learners

From the answers and results of the study, the researcher would like to
suggest that English language learners should try to use or apply decision-
making and problem-solving skills either in class or outside class since both
skills are very useful for students. By practicing critical thinking skKills,

students would get used to incorporating and applying the skills in every tasks.

2) Suggestions for English language teachers

Based on the students’ answers, they showed enthusiasm in learning
critical thinking skills through different approaches during Writing D class. It
is a positive thing that the teacher should keep up. If it is possible, teachers
could experiment with different methods and approaches of teaching critical
thinking skills to the students. Particularly, using medias like videos or short

films could raise student’s enthusiasm on learning the skills.

3) Suggestions for future researchers

In this study, the researcher only focused on the students of Writing D
class. The researcher would like to suggest that future researchers would
explore some other subjects as critical thinking is appliable for almost every

subject, especially reading. The reason is, while reading students could apply
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analyzing skill to analyze problems, apply reasoning and problem-solving

skills to answer questions and to evaluate their answer again.

Furthermore, the researcher expected that future researchers could
study critical thinking from different aspects too. Future researchers probably
could study what motivates the student to apply critical thinking since the

researcher didn’t discuss it in this study.
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