CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

5.1 Conclusion

Vocabulary is a very important component in a language. Knowledge of
vocabulary enables people to utilize it in all language skills. One of the most
important purposes of learning language is to be able to use it for communicating
with others. In communication, one should be able to express their ideas through
words in order to have a successful communication. Wilkins (1972) declares that in

order to communicate, a command of vocabulary is needed.

According to Uribe (2008), academic words or vocabularies are words
used by the educated, and they occur in academic field at university level and beyond.
In addition, Coxhead (2000) defines academic words as “lexical items that occur
frequently and consistently across a wide range of academic material”. Additionally,
learning academic words will help students to understand texts better, because several
academic words are already recognized. Coxhead also asserts that Academic words
are usually found in academic texts. Academic texts may include a summary of an
article, a report of the results of an experiment, a text comparing two theories, a thesis
journal, and English reading passages. Ideally, reading passages at university level

should contain reasonable number of academic vocabularies.
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Coxhead (2000) developed Academic Word List (AWL) in 2000. The AWL
contains 570 word-families. Words inside the AWL occur reasonably frequently in
academic texts regardless of the discipline. The AWL was intended as a guide for
students to decide which words are worth to learn. Coxhead also suggested that
academic texts, especially in university level should contain at least 10% academic
words. In addition, words in the AWL are divided into 10 sub-lists. These sub-lists
rank the academic words based on the frequency. Sub-list 1 contains the most
frequent words, while sub-list 10 contains the less frequent words. Ebbers (2010)
believes that academic words from sub-list 1-5 should be suitable for grade 6-8

students, while sub-list 6-10 should apply to high school and beyond.

This study investigated the academic words coverage and the sub-list of
reading passages used in Reading A. The foreword, glossary, references, instruction,
illustration, and texts which are not reading passages are excluded. In order to find
the academic word coverage and the sub-list, the researcher used Web VocabProfilers
Classic v.4 updated in 2018 by Tom Cobb, UQAM Canada, which is available online.

This tool also helped the researcher to analyze the data.

There are a total of 12 reading passages in Reading A. These 12 reading
passages accounted a total of 6609 tokens, while the AWL tokens are 304. As a
result, the AWL percentage of the reading passages is 4, 60%. This AWL coverage is
lower than suggested by Coxhead, which is 10% AWL coverage. In addition, the

topics of the reading passages affect the occurrence of AWL tokens. Reading
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passages about trends in living and issues in society has lower AWL coverage, which
is around 3-4%, while reading passages about law, science, and history have higher

AWL coverage, which is around 3-8%.

This study also revealed that the reading passages as a whole managed to
include all ten sub-lists. The occurrence of sub-list 1-5 was around 27-88, while sub-
list 6-10 was only around 2-24. In contrast to Ebber’s statement, sub-list 6-10 did
not occur reasonably frequently in academic texts for university level. In addition,
there was not a single reading passage that included all ten sub-lists. Reading passage
from Chapter 9 managed to include words from sub-list 1-9, while also having the
most AWL tokens. Other reading passages included only 6-8 sub-lists, except

reading passage from Chapter 5, which only included a total of 5 sub-lists.

This study concluded that the reading passages used in Reading A do not
prepare the students with enough exposure of academic vocabulary. In addition, the
passages also lacked academic vocabularies from sub-list 6-10. The reading passages
used in Reading A were intended for students in university level. However, the
findings revealed that the reading passages were not suitable for readers in university
level. Therefore, the reading passages used in Reading A need to be reviewed in

terms of the AWL coverage and sub-lists.
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5.2 Suggestion

The knowledge of AWL and reading activities are interrelated. Several studies
proved that students learn academic vocabulary through reading. With enough
exposure of academic vocabulary, students will become more familiar with academic
vocabularies. Eventually, students can use academic vocabularies in their writing
(Csomay & Prudes, 2018; McDonough, Neumann, & Smith, 2018; Wei, 2019).
However, the study revealed that the academic vocabulary coverage in reading
passages for Reading A is insufficient, which mean there are less exposure of
academic vocabulary. Therefore, it is suggested that the reading passages used in

Reading A need to be improved.

Ebbers (2010) believes that academic words from sub-list 1-5 should be
suitable for grade 6-8 students, while sub-list 6-10 should apply to high school and
beyond. This study revealed that the reading passages lacked AWL tokens in sub-list
6-10, especially sub-list 10 with only two AWL tokens. Including as many sub-lists
as possible in a text is important. Not only does it increase the academic vocabulary
coverage, but also ensures that the readers are exposed to more type of academic
vocabularies. Therefore, it is suggested that material developers use the AWL as a

guide in developing learning materials and tests.

According to Nation (2016), the AWL can be used as a guide to develop

material for language teaching, design graded reading books, and develop vocabulary
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tests. It is suggested for teachers and material developers to use the AWL as a guide
in developing learning materials. In addition, book authors and designers are expected
to use the AWL as a guide in designing and writing books. Finally, teachers can use
the AWL to develop vocabulary tests. It can be beneficial for teachers, because they

know their students’ capabilities.

Future researches are suggested to explore deeper about academic vocabulary
in receptive vocabulary, as this research is far from perfect. The data of this study was
obtained from one reading book. The book itself was intended for intermediate level.
In addition, the data of this study was only 12 reading passages, making the size of
the analyzed corpus is rather small, as this study focused only on the reading
passages. Future research which analyzes the academic vocabulary of reading
passages including the questions, and exercises are suggested. Additionally, more
studies about academic vocabulary on advanced level of reading are suggested.
Finally, the findings of this study can be beneficial information to English teachers
and material developers. Reading materials intended for university students should

contain more academic vocabulary, even though the level is intermediate.

42



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Alemi, M., & Rezanezhad, A. (2013). Academic Word List: Coverage Range in
Local/Global Textbooks and Exploring Effective Ways of Teaching and Testing of

AW. IARTEM e-Journal, 5(2), 23-41.

Banister, C. (2016). The Academic Word List: Exploring teacher practices, attitudes
and beliefs through a web-based survey and interviews. Journal of Teaching

English for Specific and Academic Purposes, 4(2), 309-325.

Choo, L. B,, Lin, D. T. A, Singh, M. K. M., & Ganapathy, M. (2017).The
significance of the academic word list among ESL tertiary students in a Malaysian

public university. 3L: Language, Linguistics, Literature®, 23(4).

Cobb,T. (2018).Web Vocabprofile.Retrieved from http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/.

Coxhead, A. (2000). A New Academic Word List.Tesol quarterly,34, 2

Csomay, E., & Prades, A. (2018). Academic vocabulary in ESL student papers: A

corpus-based study. Journal of English for Academic Purposes, 33, 100-118.

Duran, R. P., Goldman, S. R., & Smith, M. (1989). Academic Text Features and
Reading In English as a Second Language. California:Univ Santa Berbaradept of

education.

Ebbers, S. M. (2010). Academic families of words.Retrieved from

http://vocablogplc.blogspot.com/2010/03/academic-words-everyday.html.

43


http://www.lextutor.ca/vp/
http://vocablogplc.blogspot.com/2010/03/academic-words-everyday.html

Fairbairn, G., & Fairbairn, S. (2001). Reading at university: a guide for students.

Philadephia: McGraw-Hill Education.

Heatley, A., Nation, 1.S.P. & Coxhead, A. (2002).RANGE and FREQUENCY

programs.Retrieved fromhttp://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx.

Hiebert, E. H., & Kamil, M. L. (Eds.). (2005). Teaching and learning vocabulary:

Bringing research to practice. Routledge: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates.

Laufer, B. (2003). Vocabulary acquisition in a second language: Do learners really
acquire most vocabulary by reading? Some empirical evidence. Canadian modern

language review, 59(4), 567-587.

Laufer, B., & Goldstein, Z. (2004).Testing vocabulary knowledge: Size, strength, and

computer adaptiveness. Language learning, 54(3), 399-436.

Ligin, Y., & Xinlu, G. (2014).Word Saliency and Frequency of Academic Words in
Textbooks: A Case Study in the” New Standard College English”. International

Education Studies, 7(4), 14-26.

McCarthy, M J. (1990).Vocabulary.Oxford: Oxford University Press.

McDonough, K., Neumann, H., & Hubert-Smith, N. (2018). How Accurately do
English for Academic Purposes Students Use Academic Word List Words?. Bc

teal, 3(1), 77-89.

44


http://www.victoria.ac.nz/lals/staff/paul-nation.aspx

Nation, P. (2001). Learning Vocabulary in Another Language. New York: Cambridge

University Press.

Nation, I. S. P. (2016). Making and using word lists for language learning
and testing. Amsterdam, the Netherlands: John Benjamins Publishing

Company.

Richards, J. C., & Renandya, W. A. (Eds.). (2002). Methodology in language

teaching: An anthology of current practice. Cambridge university press.

Rossiana, Y. (2012). Academic word profiles of MPBI students’ academic

papers (Doctoral dissertation, Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya).

Selamat, E. H. (2016). Academic Words in Buku Bahasa InggrisKelas XII (Doctoral

dissertation, Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya).

Sidek, H. M., & Rahim, H. A. (2015). The role of vocabulary knowledge in reading
comprehension: A cross-linguistic study. Procedia-Social and Behavioral

Sciences, 197, 50-56.

Sulaiman, N. A., Salehuddin, K., & Khairuddin, R. (2018).Academic word list
knowledge of Malaysian ESL undergraduates. GEMA Online® Journal of

Language Studies, 18(4).

Thornbury, S. (2002).How to teach vocabulary. England: Pearson Education Limited.

45



Uribe, D. (2008). Characteristics of academic English in the ESL classroom. The

Internet TESL Journal, 14(3), 47-68.

Wei, W. (2019).Exploring the Role and Application of AWL (Academic Word List)

in College English Teaching.
West, M. (1953).A general service list of English words. London: Longman, Green.
Wilkins, D. A. (1972).Linguistics in Language Teaching. Cambridge: MFT Press.

Winberg, D. E. (2013).English Academic Word Knowledge in Tertiary Education in

Sweden.

Zhou, S. (2010). Comparing receptive and productive academic vocabulary

knowledge of Chinese EFL learners. Asian Social Science, 6(10), 14.

46



